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ALGERIA 


RESOLUTION FOR DEVELOPMENT OF HEALTH SECTOR NOTED 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 2 Nov 83 p 3 
[Article by A. C.] 


[Text] As the year draws to a close, the bill concerning the protection and 
promotion of health occupies the forefront of news as it comes before the 
National People's Assembly (APN). This bill expresses and confirms, through 
legislation, the whole set of political decisions and measures taken by the 
national bodies of the party of the FLN since the Fourth Congress. The bill, 
known as the Health Law, actually constitutes the culmination of intense re- 
flection on the national health policy and the implementation of principles 
established in the field. 


The Fourth Congress of the party of the FLN was actually the point of departure 
of deeper political reflection, characterized by wide debate among the rank and 
file. This collective reflection made it possible to clarify the concepts, 
define and affirm the guiding principles of the national health policy, thus 
removing certain ambiguities. One must emphasize that since the holding of 

the Fourth Congress, which marked a decisive turning point in the socioeconomic 
development and particularly for meeting the social needs of the people. the 
problem of health care has taken on major importance in the concerns of the 
party, the government and the national community as a whole. It should be 
recalled once again that the Congress constituted a “veritable catalyst" for 
initiating intense reflection on the state of health in the country and on the 
ways and means to be implemented in order to respond to the enormous needs 

and thus improve the people's health, an indispensable element for achieving 

a better life, the sign under which the work of the special congress took 
place. 


This intense reflection of which we speak was crowned by the resolution of the 
Central Committee on health. Going further and clarifying the guidelines of 

the National Constitution, the resolution spelled out in detail the foundations 
of our national health policy for the years to come. The resolution in 159 
points, divided into six main sections, set clearly and in a detailed fashion 
the objectives to be achieved in the different fields of health. The resolution 
also reaffirms the principles permitting objective bases for better meeting 

the health needs of the population: the right to health as expressed in the 
constitution; the monolithic nature of the national health system; consolidation 

















and strengthening of the public sector, the only instrument able to effectively 
meet nealth needs; the privileged role of prevention and health education, 
essentially aimed at involving the rank and file at all levels in a process 

of improving care for the entire population; health planning integrated into 
the national plan of economic and social development; and participation of the 
people in the building and improvement of the national health system. 


A program of action aimed at implementing the decisions of the political 
leadership was drawn up some time thereafter. 


Efforts undertaken since that time have resulted in positive, even spectacular 
action, especially with respect to equipment, health coverage and the improve- 
ment of the hospital infrastructure. It is true that there are still defi- 
clencles, that negative conduct persists in places, but the general impression 
that remains is that the health sector has begun a real takeoff. Objectively 
speaking, as we shall see through specific examples, important steps have 
heen taken thanks to the consistent efforts made by the government in order 

to increase the material and financial resources devoted to heaith as well as 
to contribute solutions to the socioprofessional problems of workers in the 
gector. 


Human and Material] Vesources: Particular Interest 


[n the course of a few years, the health sector has undergone such development 
that health coverage, which was clearly off balance the previous decade (im- 
balances between the cities and rural areas), is now experiencing tangible 
improvements. Without going into detail, one can say that all wilaya [governor- 
ates| are not far from the standards set by the National Constitution, to wit, 

| doctor for every 2,000 inhabitants. While it is also true that the greatest 
density of the medical corps is concentrated in the large cities of the north, 
this can be partly explained by the need for training in medical sciences in 
cities such as Algiers, Oran and Constantine. 


The increase in means, efforts to organize and rationalize operations and coop- 
eration with the other sectors were the cause, between 1979 and 1983, of the 
improvement in the number of doctors in wilaya with poor health coverage. At 
the same time, there was a consistent improvement in the technical level of 
work, research and operations because of the installation and use or renovation 
of several operating rooms, a thousand X-ray machines, echographs [sic] and 
endoscopes, a thousand dental chairs, without counting the tens of thousands 

of instruments of all kinds. New medical and surgical departments were set 

up for spectalized care in health sectors that previously had none: the 
equipping of health establishments with 3,000 vehicles, including 2,000 ambu- 
lances. In addition, 192 paramedical training annexes were set up and the 34 
existing institutes and schools were improved, making it possible to go from 
6,500 students in training in 1978 to over 25,000 in 1983, plus retraining of 
14,000 paramedical personnel in 3 years. Programs to fight certain diseases 
were designed and implemented, along with measures aimed at providing care for 
{llnesses for which patients had previously been sent abroad. 














All of these operations made it possible to meet the health needs of the popu- 
lation better. Precise examples yield the following results: 


Number of persons hospitalized, 816,000 in 1975, 919,000 in 1978 and 1.27 mil- 
lion in 1982. Number of days of hospitalization, 10.1 million, 10,213,000 and 
10.48 million (for the same years). Number of consultations, 8,708,000, 

14.08 million and 20,025,000. Radiological examinations, 1,327,000, 2,206.000 
and 2,567,000. Laboratory analyses, 2,253,000, 4,639,000 and 6,267,000. 
Assisted deliveries, 193,000, 255,000 and 470,000. 


These figures alone give the dimension of the efforts made to improve the 
health structures. While one observes a very tangible improvement in health 
coverage, the fact remains that certain transmissible diseases yield tne 

general pathological situation. It is for this reason that 1983 was marked 

by better mastery of these problems and our country, despite the long Indian 
summer that lasted weeks this summer, suffered no outbreaks of endemic diseases. 


This work, prepared in detail since the beginning of the year, has had benefi- 
cial effects on all the governorates, especially those traditionally affected. 
In April, the World Health Organization (WHO), which follows the Algerian 
experience in the health field with interest, emphasized the cardinal role of 
Algeria in the development of health services and the mobilization of material 
and financial resources, as well as the advancement of health personnel. The 
WHO believes that Algeria, thanks to its wide-ranging action, is able to face 
the health needs of the people before the end of the coming decade. This 
observation by this UN institution, one of the most credible, bears testimony 
to the accuracy of the path followed by our country in promoting health. 


40 New Hospitals by End of 1984 


Regarding material resources, one must recall that on the eve of the 3-year plan, 
the country had 37,569 hospital beds, most outdated. The national average 
represented 3.3 beds for every 1,000 inhabitants, with a very unequal distribu- 
tion over the national territory. Coverage by light units was practically non- 
existent. The 5-year plan confirmed the development of the health infrastruc- 
ture with the addition of 98 hospitals, or 16,520 beds, two and one-half times 
more hospitals than those included in all preceding plans. 


Actually, the period from 1967 to 1979 saw the inclusion of 42 hospitals, or 
9,600 beds. The speed with which these infrastructures were added improved -- 
compared with the delays of the recent past -- thanks to a whole series of mea- 
sures permitting the reception of hospitals in Timimoun, Jijel, M'’Sila and 
Annaba. The adaptation of a vast program of industrialized construction for 

43 hospitals will enable the country to take delivery of about 40 more hospitals 
by the end of the year. In addition, the 5-year plan for 1980 to 1984 has in- 
cluded the launching of highly specialized hospitals (cardiology, pediatrics, 
trauma centers, burns, cancer care). 


In the field of light units, 250 polyclinics were programmed between 1967 and 
1979, compared with 326 for the period from 1980 to 1983. 

















Between 1967 and 1979, 284 health centers were set up, compared with 506 be- 
tween 1980 and 1982. 


Decisions were based on the goal of correcting the imbalance in overall health 
care and improving the overall health picture with particular attention to the 
completion of light units providing basic care. 


Projects were completed with the inclusion of specific operations for certain 
activities (laboratories in governorates, 25 since 1980); paramedical schools 
(24 since 1980). Four hospitals were put into service, along with 222 poly- 
clinics and 405 health centers since 1982. Plans for the period between now 
and the end of the year 1984 show what remairs to be done through the provision 
of programs for national enterprises or additional aid. Regarding finances 

by the end of this year, program authorizations will total 14,286,000,000 
dinars since 1967. Total payments will amount to 3,608,000,000 dinars for the 
same period. With respect to equipment, the 5-year plan made an unprecedented 
effort with, between 1980 and 1983, nearly 1,902.000.000 dinars in AGI [expan- 
sion unknown] were allocated to the sector for the purchase of suitable equip- 
ment. This enormous effort made it possible to endow hospitals with equipment 
for care and exploratory activities (radiology, equipment for medical special- 
izations, surgical equipment, five scanographs, two mobile hospitals, anatytical 
equipment, and so on). Maintenance and training action adapted to such equip- 
ment will be particularly developed during the second 5-year plan. 


[In the field of drugs and medication, the total amount of the AGI allocated in 
1983 amounts to 110 million dinars, compared with 12 million in 1972. The 
accelerated development of the distribution of care has brought about increased 
consumption and resulted in the programming of three pharmaceutical production 
units by 1990. The objective is to provide at least 50 percent of all medica- 
tions through local production. 


National Health System: New Foundations 


[t is obvious that the operation of all these means depends on the reliability 
of the national health system. To be more explicit, the development of health 
services is dependent on their organization and operation. The recommendations 
‘f the resolution on health adopted by the Central Committee at its fourth ses- 
sion in December 1980 served as a basis for rethinking the basic parameters. 
The national health system will be reinforced in its organization, operation 
and yield by: the drafting and application of many regulatory texts defining 
and assigning health sectors as the basis of the national health system; 
generalized application of the principle of decentralizavion through the 
establishment and operation of advisory organs at the different levels of the 
system; the definition of tasks of the different health structures, tasks 
expressed in health programs indicating by care and prevention, while paying 
particular attention to the latter; the definition of standards for the planning 
and developmeat of humau and material resources. 


[In addition, the national health system has been strengthened by the drafting 
ind application of texts whose major concern is to clarify the situation of 
the different categories of health professionals, a concern based on the 
strengthening of the public health sector. 











The application of measures drawn up in this field had as its major goal the 
enforcement of the basic principle of a balanced distribution of all resources, 
beginning with human resources. The newly defined and applied national health 
system has tackled the redefinition and strengthening of the coordination of 
heaith services and other organizations and administrations that have to do with 
health in general, 


Communicable Diseases 


The record of activities engaged in by the health sector, while not exhaustive, 
hears witness to the efforts made and the serious attitude underlying all ac- 
tion. Objectively speaking, important phases were completed thanks to the con- 
sistent efforts made by the government to improve the health of all citizens, 
Thanks to the policy of training which constitutes an extremely important ele- 
ment, medical coverage is now a reality throughout the national territory. The 
national health situation will be marked in the future by the pursuit of even 
higher levels thanks to a steady increase in the density of medical coverage 

in isolated zones and deprived areas. Actually, the implementation in recent 
years of a policy based on this objective by the systematic assignment of medi- 
cal practitioners to areas without such personnel has resulted in an improve- 
ment in medical coverage in governorates whose health care was deficient. 

The increase in the number of doctors between 1978 and 1983 mainly helped poor 
areas, while the density in the big cities remains constant. 


Infant mortality fell from 117 for every 1,000 births 1n 1979 to 98 for every 
1,000 in 1982, while life expectancy rose during the same period from 57.3 to 
58.4 years. These two percentages will undergo substantial improvements because 
of the growing awareness characterizing all sectors concerned and the quality 

of life. By taking the problem of prevention serifously, we shall move toward 
better results. 


While the developed countries have reached an almost total eradication of most 
infectious and parasitic diseases, it is first of all thanks to strict control 
of environmental hygiene and a systematic policy of vaccination. In our country, 
the phase of public hygiene has long been neglected to the benefit or at the 
expense of the medicalization of problems of health and consequently, an over-~ 
consumption of drugs. The interest given by the highest authorities to problems 
of prevention point to better health for the people in the years to come. It is 
estimated that the years ahead, tranemissible diseases will be controlled more 
strictly through the application of legislation concerning protection of the 
environment, the water code and the health law, the generalized vaccination pro- 
gram and especially, the increase in the current standard of living of the 
population. A larger role must be granted to general information of the popu- 
lation and in particular, to health education, while training and retraining of 
health personnel are developed and intensified. 


Man: Driving Force of Development 
In general, one can say that the health sector has expertenced a net improve- 


ment since the Fourth Congress of the party of the FLN. A policy, a strategy, 
objectives, an organization and means were needed, The policy exists. 








[t {6 defined in the National Constitution. It was spelled out and largely 
developed in the resolution of the Central Committee. It is clear and without 
ambiguity. The strategy is clearly expressed in the political will to provide 
a better life for the entire national community. I[t is manifested by our con- 
stant concern to mobilize the people around health problems and motivate health 
workers, while gradually improving their living and working conditions. From 
the organizational standpoint, our health system is now well defined and clearly 
structured from the conceptual standpoint. Its implementation is an on-going 
affair, without Limit in time, because every system must constantly adapt it- 
self to available resources and to the constantly changing needs of *he popula- 
tion. There remain the objectives and means. With respect to objectives, one 
notes that the resolution of the Central Committee is very explicit. The tar- 
gets have been identified: reducing infant mortality, cleaning up the environ- 
ment, protecting mothers and children, fighting the use of tobacco and alcohol, 
reducing the incidence of contagious diseases, and so on. 


And the means? The government has made an exceptional effort and every indivi- 
dual has seen the panoply of imported material in the health sectors. But 
whatever the material resources available, the real driving force of the coun- 
try's development, the real driving force of the improvement of health in a 
country, 18 and will remain man. 


11,464 


CSO: 4519/26 














EGYPT 


MUSTAFA KAMIL MURAD COMMENTS ON PORT SAID CUSTOMS REGULATIONS 


Cairo AL~AHRAR in Arabic 5 Sep 83 pp 1, 2 


/Article: "Port Sa'id and the Happy Solution--The Opposition's View''/ 


/Text/ In the previous article we described how the government was in a hurry 
and came out with a decree to make 13 commodities subject to customs taxes in 
the city of Port Sa'id, and how this decision has led to a halt in commercial 
enterprise in the city and has disrupted the market, especially since it was 
put into effect retroactively on commodities which were being imported before 
this decision was made, in conflict with the constitutional principle that 
stipulates that the laws are not retroactive, that is, their application is not 
retroactive, and we have affirmed that this is the first naii in the coffin of 
Port Sa'id as a free city. We have explained the government's logic as well as 
that of the merchants and businessmen, and have asked the government to open a 
dialogue between the merchants and businessmen in Port Sa'id, government officials, 
and representatives of the opposition and the National Party so the roots and 
real causes of the problem can be recognized. Then the correct solution will 
become clear, realizing the aims of reform and correction of defects, as an 
understanding of the people and the government together. 


The Liberal Party has proposed, in a very few words, how the courageous city of 
Port Sa'id can be changed into a major free zone for industry and transit 
commerce, which will bring about, for both the city and the homeland, the most 
favorable economic results both on the national income and the raising of the 
standard of living and on treasury resources and the balance of payments. 


In this article we will examine what is, in our view, the proper way torescue 
Port Sa'id from the whirlpool of Egyptian bureaucracy and the hasty, mistaken 
government decisions that may result in great economic and social harm. 


In my memory I thought of 21 years ago, or to be exact of May 1962 when the 
national conference was held at which the national labor pact was established. 

| was a member and went over my speech in the minutes of that conference con- 
cerning the free zones in the cities on the canal (the Suez Canal) which is, 

in essence, the 10-kilometer wide ribbon stretching from Port Sa'id to Suez 
through Ismailia along the banks of the canal, a distance of about 170 kilometers. 
This ribbon, which is no more than 3,400 square kilometers, can certainly become 
one of the greatest free zones in the world after a large number of the industries 








in the free zones are developed, such as containerizing, mixing and blending, 
assembly, and storage industries. National revenues of no less than 10 billion 
dollars would be realized and the exports may exceed those of all of Egypt, 

which currently is no more than $4.5 billion, after we include the billions 

from the oil interest from Arab and non-Arab countries. In addition this zone 
would be transfurmed into a secure, prosperous area that would contribute to 

the stability of the restless Arab sector. Within a few years the Suez Canal 
could be developed from a world waterway that yields taxes from the ships passing 
through (as it was used during the 19th century, the days of Khedive Isma'11) 
into one of the greatest industrial, commercial areas in the world, so that it 
would be said that “modern Egypt is the gift of the Suez Canal" after it has been 
said that "Egypt is the gift of the Nile." I recall that my colleague Sha'rawi 
Jum'a, who was governor of Suez and later minister of interior, commented on 

that with derision, saying, "God willing, all of Egypt will remain a free zone! !" 


There are dozens of free zones in all parts of the world, and there have been 
free zones in Egypt since 1902 at Suez, Port Sa'id, and Alexandria. Numerous 
laws have been enacted which regulate activity in these zones, but there are no 
longer areas for storage and forwarded goods or transit goods. However, world 
industrial development, the development of foreign trade, the movement of capital, 
and the high wages in Europe are prompting businessmen to consider transferring 
technology to free zones in developing countries in order to take advantage of 
the low wages, the availability of raw materials, and the nearness of markets. 
Free zones have started appearing on a wide scale in some cities, such as Hong 
Kong and Singapore, and have been scattered in a great many countries, so that 
there are more than 40 free zones. 


[ also recall that I submitted a proposal for supporting the establishment of 
free zones in the developing countries and facilitating the financing necessary 
to build them in order to raise the standard of living in these countries, 
submit it to the economic council, the subcommittee of the International Parlia- 
mentary Conference that was held in Copenhagen in 1964, The committee accepted 
it unanimously except for the Israeli representative. My associate on the 
committee was Professor Hasan ‘Abbas Zaki, and Eng Sayyid Mar'i was leading 

the delegation. One of the members of the delegation was Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, 
at that time a member of the National Assembly, as well as the late brother 
Tawfic Khashabah, a member of the assembly. 


That is to say that the idea is an old one in Egypt, and several Eygptian 
governments have already responded favorably, step by step, to the idea. The 
free zones law was adopted during the days of the prime ministeriship of 
Zakariya Muhyi-al-Din in 1966, then another law in 1971, and lastly modified 
law 43 of 1974, 


It is a great pity therefore that those who were entrusted with drawing up the 
necessary plan and then carrying it to the time cf implementation did not under- 
stand the concept very well, and consequently were standing on an unsound plan, 
and implementation was delayed by Egyptian bureaucracy. Several television 
discussions were held in the late 1960's between myself and my late colleague, 
Professor Muhammad ‘Abbas, the former undersecretary of finance for customs 
matters. In these discussions we managed to set forth the philosophy of the 











free zones and their effect on the national economy and the balance of payments, 
We answered a number of questions about the degree to which foreign capital 
invested in these zones would control national policy, the effect of the free 
zone on Egyptian industries, about revenues from cugtoms and the national income, 
about the balance of payments, and a number of other points of concern to 
Egyptian public opinion at that time. 


The philosophy of the free zones in Egypt is as follows: 


lL. The endeavor is to offer the opportunity to hundreds of thousands of Fyyptian 
workers and cadres to work in industries in the free zone at relatively high 
wages as well as in the storage and transport, loading and unloading, security, 
and financing services that go along with these industries. The increase in 
government revenues derived from this as a result of social security receipts 
(about 33 percent of wages) as well as government revenues in taxes on profits 
and on general income. 


2. Land: The public treasury will receive huge in:ome from leasing the land in 
the free zone, or from its sale if that is deemed suitable, since leasing a 
square meter varies from $l-3 per year, that is, nearly $2 million per square 
kilometer! 


3. Services: Government revenues will increase as a result of the sale to the 
standing plants of various services, such as electricity and fuel, at international 
rates and in free currency (about 250 million kilowatts per year for a free zone 
such as Port Sa'id, at a value of about $15 million). This would be in addition 

to water; ship anchorage taxes; loading, distribution and storage services; 
transport and security; financing, etc. 


4. Exports: The free zones will greatly increase the country’s exports, which 
are a weakness of the Egyptian balance of payments which suffers from a long- 
standing deficit because of the failure of Egyptian exports to increase in recent 
years (3.5 billion pounds, of which 2.2 billion is oil, and the remaining 1.2 
billion is agricultural and industrial exports). The exports from the free 

zone in Hong Kong, for instance, reached about $13 billion, and the Singapore 
free zone, about $5 billion. 


5. Assets: Port Sa'id, and all the cities of the Canal Zone, are well endowed, 
with all factors for success for the free zones: Labor, which is the strongest 
and most valuable element of production, and land, the best geographical site 

at the intersection of three continents, Europe, Asia, and Africa, and its 
proximity to the important world markets, and its location at and around the 
entrance tot he Suez Canal, which is a most important passageway for world trade. 


6. The added value and profits: Some of those who oppose the idea of the free 
zones say the foreign capital invested will take the profit throughout the life 
of the enterprise and send it abroad, and thereby harm the national economy. 

The Liberal answer to that has always been that the life of the enterprise will 
be between 25 and 50 years, after which most of the assets of the enterprise wil] 
be returned to the national economy. Additionally, not all of the investment 
capital will be foreign: a large percentage will be domestic. Aside from the 








profit gained by the foreign investor, there will be additional value to the 
national income obtained by the domestic economy that will amount to twice as 
much or more of the profit. This usually consists of wages to the workers and 
government taxes in addition to services bought by the enterprises located in 
the free zones. 


The essence of the matter is that in free Port Sa'id there is a tremendous 
opportunity for establishing a very great free zone. The same is true of all 
cities on the canal, Suez, Ismailia. It is simply that we must produce a 

sound plan to be followed by diligent implementation in accordance with an 
established schedule. Tne government of Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din must get started 
on drawing up a sound plan of action. We must avoid hasty, ill-considered 
decisions in order not to deprive Port Sa'id and all of Egypt of one of the 
greatest economic tresources for the country, which is exploiting the excellent 
geographic location of the canal zone to establish a free zone! 


Will the government of Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din do anything in order to make use 
of the free zones at Port Sa‘id, Ismailia, and Suez? Most likely it will do 
nothing. Then who will take action?! It is also most likely that there will 
be a new government after the 1984 elections, at which time the opposition will 
move to the ranks of government! For the observer, tomorrow is not too far off! 
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MOROCCO 





LEADER OF DEMOCRATIC LABOR CONFEDERATION SPEAKS OUT 
Kuwait AL-TALI’ AH in Arabic No 810, 28 Sep 83 pp 21-23 


[Interview with Mohamed Bensaid, general secretary of the Democratic Labor 
Confederation, by Mahmud Ma'ruf: "The Unity of the Maghreb is the Hope of 
the Arab Masses on the Road to the Unity of All the Arab Nation”; date and 
place not specified. | 


[Text] There may be a difference between a public bus and a Reno 12 automo- 
bile in daily life, but the militants of the Democratic Labor Confederation 
see no difference between the Mohamed Bensaid of 1981, who was seen on those 
buses, and the Mohamed Bensaid of 1983, who rides in a Reno, Neither do they 
see a difference between their organization's political agenda and positions 
and those of the 23 March Movement, which consideres their organization to be 
an extension of itself. 


The Arab Liberation Movement went through its labor pains in the 60's. Some 
Moroccan young people sympathized with these pains. The 23 March 1965 Move- 
ment in Casablanca and the defeat of 1967, for the the whole Arab nation, 
created two focal points in the birth of something new in Morocco: The 23 
March Movement, which called for a people's war of liberation to free the 

Arab nation, unify it, and realize progress for it. This organization was 
able to achieve an effective presence among the students and young people of 
Morocco, as well as among the emigre workers in Europe, At the same time, it 
was under surveillance, its members were being hunted down, and its activities 
were proscribed, 


The 23 March Movement achieved its first victory when it was permitted to 

publish a weekly newspaper called ANWAL in 1979. Im May 1983, it achieved 

legal status under the name of the Democratic Labor Confederation, and it held 
its first national convention at the end of the same month. It also held a 
number of local conferences and meetings and selected local and national leaders. 


Indded, you can see no difference between the Mohamed Bensaid of 1981 and the 
Bensaid of 1983. His personality is still marked by modesty, and his enthusiasm 
for the struggle is still evident in every word he says. He is one of Morocco's 
old militants, one of the leaders of the liberation army which fought Spanish 
and French colonialism in the north and the south of Morocco. 








He was a member of the Central Committee of the Federation of Popular Forces, 
following the conference of May 1962. This was after he had been arrested in 
1960. Following the 1963 crisis between the authorities and the federation, 
which witnessed a wide campaign of arrests, Bensaid was able to leave Morocco. 
This was after he had been sentenced to death. He stayed in exile until he 
was pardoned in 1981, when he returned. He is now the general secretary of 
the Democratic Labor Confederation, 


The Experience of the Elections Has Thrown the Left into Disarray 


We had a conversation with him which we started off with a question about the 
reason why his party did not take part in the local elections 


[Answer] In the statement issued after the national convention which our 
organization held at the end of May, we set forth the reasons which had called 
us to make this decision. I can sum up some of these reasons for you. The 
decision to recognize the confederation officially and legally was issued on 
the day after the announcement of the date of the elections. That was 2 weeks 
before the end of the presentation of the nominations and the start of the 
electoral campaign. We, like the other progressive forces, were surprised 

by the date of the elections, while the Right knew the date months beforehand 
and prepared itself. Therefore, with respect to us, the period was extremely 
narrow. 


Another reason is that the progressive forces or the forces of the left did 
not join in a united program or nominate candidates they all agreed on. They 
undertook not even the least amount of coordination. Because the competition 
scattered the forces and voices of the left, the confederation decided to take 
part in the electoral campaign to support the forces allied with us and the 
honorable independent candidates. This was the result of a spirit of unity, 
for the unity of the factions of the Moroccan progressive movement is one of 
the goals of our confederation. Therefore, it participated intensely in sup- 
porting the candidates of the Popular Forces of Socialist Union and the Party 
of Progress and Socialism. 


Moreover, in addition to taking part in the electoral campaign in support of 
the candidates of the Left, we also took part inthe publicity campaign which 
called the masses to take part in the electoral battle, in order to increase 
the democratic consciousness of the masses because there is no democracy with- 
out democratic consciousness. Indeed, the problem of democracy is one of the 
most interse problems within the Arab nation in general. Democratic conscious- 
ness is an urgent matter on the local level and on the pan-Arab level. 


In general, the confederation lost nothing in this battle. Rather, it gained 
activist experience which will be important in the long run. 


[Question] You said that the forces of the left went into the electoral battle 
without any coordination. More than that has been noted concerning them, since 
a fissure clearly appeared between these forces, especially between the Popular 
Forces of Socialist Union and the Party of Progress and Socialism. 
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[Answer] There is no doubt that the relationship between the forces of the 
left has negative aspects. This is something natural, for the idea or work- 
ing in a unified manner and in a common front has not matured in the thinking 
and practice of the progressive forces. Thus, the dominant mentality is 
still quite closed, like a circle. Although we all talk about working to- 
gether, we do not practice what we say. Therefore, the matter still needs 
effort, for the majority of the disputes are superficial and temporal, not 
strategic and basic. 


Therefore, any situation which turns into a problem must and can be dealt with 
through flexibility and a spirit of camaraderie, not with a closed mind. 
Through the elections, we tried to do what we could to achieve steps toward 
unity. In order to succeed, every activity needs effort and conditions. If 
we work for unity and make use of dialogue and joint struggle, then all the 
obstacles will disappear and be overcome. For our part, as an organization 
our position has been positive. Some conditions and trust have been created 
between the organizations of the progressive left. We now have activists re- 
lations with all the progressive torces, and we are trying to develop them 
into something like a common front, either through a consensus or bilaterally, 
according to the circumstances of the other sides. 


The Periphery of Democracy 


[Ouestion] In light of the recent elections, what reactions have there been 
to the results and the charge that the administration interfered with and dis- 
torted them? 


[Answer] We don't say there is a democratic mainstream, Rather, there is a 
democratic periphery. This fringe must be developed by struggle. It a peri- 
phery which includes a number of victories by the masses. The struggle for 
the sake of a real democracy reveals the iritention of the right, which is 
trying to dilute this periphery and give the masses negative results. 


This periphery also shows the extent of the right’s ability to apply the laws 

it enacted and announced, such as the right to strike and freedom of expression. 
When the ruling authorities feel that the masses have begun to exercise their 
rights consciously, they start to practice procrastination. Many attempts have 
been made to roll back this periphery, such as the strike by the teachers and 
health personnel in 1979 and the June 1941 strike, in addition to the continued 
arrests of many progressive activists. 


But I say that broad, mass participation at the side of the forces of the left 
during the last elections--as well as in the past, when the right tried to 
weaken the strength of these forces--shows that the authorities’ oppression 
produces the opposite of what it intends. 


Therefore, the derocratic movement must continue its struggle within this 
periphery, in order to broaden it in the face of the authorities’ attempts to 
narrow it. 





The movement is working to free the political prisoners, to close the politi- 
cal prisons and to return the exiles. All these are essential conditions in 

order for us to be able to say that steps are being taken on the road toward 

true democracy and that a struggle is being waged to reach the same, 


The Unity of the Maghreb 


[Question] How do you evaluate the current efforts to reinforce the unity of 
the Maghreb? 


[Answer] We support any rapprochement, and we consider any step toward rap- 
prochement a positive step, despite the differences in the structures of the 
various regimes, for any meeting point, even if it comes via the regimes, will 
be a step toward the untfication of the peoples. For the unity of the Maghreb 
must be a step toward or a link in the unity of the great Arab nation. There- 
fore, unity is different from rapprochement because unity has its own condi- 
tions, the most important one being the realization of democracy in these 
countries and the creation of bodies and institutions which express the real 
desires of the masses. But this does not rule out taking economic, cultural 
or education-related steps toward unity. Even steps in foreign policy are 
possible, All this is possible and, as I said before, anything that is 
achteved will be considered a positive step. 


[Question] I have a geographic question in mind, What is the Maghreb? 


[Answer] Let's go back to recent history. The pre-independence period in 
Morocco, Tunis and Algeria witnessed a tripartite untty among the Istiglal 
Party, which united the Moroccan national movement, the Destourian Party in 
Tunis and the National Liberation Front in Algeria. They set up the Maghreb 
Office in Cairo as a unified framework for confronting the same colonialism 
in the three countries (French colontalims) under the slogan of the Unity of 
the Maghreb, though the concept enunciated by that slogan was not yet ripe 
enough to achteve an advanced form of unity, even among these parties them- 
selves, 


After independence, all these parties went to work in a circumscribed or 
narrow, provincial manner, The authorities in each country started to work 
against the authorities in the next country, while the unity of the Maghreb 
was the hope and dream of the masses, All the three parties did amounted to 
ink on paper. They paid no attention to reality, which was brimming with 
numerous possibilities for achieving progressive steps toward unity, because 
after independnece came and these parties took power, every regime became 
jealous of its “independence” within a vision that focused on provincialism 
Without giving the interest in unity its natural due, 


Then Libya issued its call for the unity of the Maghreb, which it defined as 
Algeria, Tunis, Libya and Morocco, because Mauritania was considered part 
of Morocco, 


This was the geographical concept which emerged of the Maghreb, and all with- 
out a clear political line or a clear untonist line of the political and 
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geographic map of the Maghreb. As for us, we have no complex vis-a-vis any 
map. We look at things from an Arab nationalist perspective. The important 
thing is to achieve unifying steps on the way toward Arab unity. 


The Crisis...a Regime Crisis 


[Question] Let us go back to Morocco itself. What about its economic crisis? 
How does your confederation see the chance for emerging from it? 


[Answer] Our economic crisis is a structural crisis. It comes from the nature 
of the regime and the program followed by the ruling factions, which are domin- 
ated by parasitism and dependence on the imperialist economy, At our national 
convention, we put forth a program of national salvation. We decided not to 
block the door with a fundamental program, though it might be correct, for the 
circumstances we are experiencing are throttling us and must be treated quickly. 
Our goal is to save what can be saved, but not at the expense of the toiling 
masses, Rather, the parasitic middle class which benefits from the government 
must pay the price of salvation, in order for social and political reforms in 
the interest of the masses and the country to be achieved. This must be done 
by creating light and medium industries, so as to achieve economic growth 

which {s advanced in comparison with our present circumstances. Of course, 

the comprehensive program must be discussed for a long time, but in order for 
our small society and big country to grow, the interests of imperialism must 

be attacked and the nation's economic and social independence must be achieved. 


{Question} But there are points of view which say that the reason for the 
severity of the financtal crisis is the rising cost of the Saharan war, the 
drought that hit Morocco, and the world crisis. 


[Answer] These are the reasons which the ruling groups give to cover up the 
real causes of the crisis. We are not idealists. We do not deny that these 
three causes have contributed to the seriousness of the crisis. However, what 
caused {it to be awful in the first place was the policy which was followed by 
preserving Morocco's dependency on the imperialist market and allowing this 
market to impose cruel conditions on us from which the parasitic classes derive 
benefit. Their very existence does not serve the country at all, because they 
play no role in building the national economy. Thus, our middle class is not 

a national middle class. Neither does it play any role in the programmed ex- 
ploitation of Morocco's potential for the sake of Morocco. Rather, it plunders 
this potential and wastes it on an unproductive policy. Up until now, the 
programs and reforms have been useless, because the right's interests do not 
involve industrfializing the country, giving priority to social issues, and 
huillding a technical cadre so much as they involve quick profit for itself while 
assaulting the citizenry's ability to live. Thus, they canceled the budget 
fund and raised the prices of basic foods. They did all this because they 

want to solve the crisis at the expense of the citizens. However, the crisis 
has become worse instead of being solved. Take education, for example. Some 
130,000 students took the baccalaureate examination, with a success rate of no 
more than 20 percent. That means 100,000 young Moroccans are in the street. 
Where are the Ifran resolutions? They were disdained to make way for a muddled 
policy which promises future explosions. 
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Therefore, the issue is not a financial crisis, a drought, or the Saharan 
War. Rather, it is a programmed policy which has been followed for years. 
It is true that the Saharan War does have its costs, but the broad masses 
are the ones who are paying its price. 


12224 
CSO: 4504/24 


16 











WESTERN SAHARA 


MOROCCO SAYS RECENT POLISARIO ATTACKS PROVE ALGERIAN AID 
Paris LE MONDE in French 3 Nov 83 p 4 


[Article by Jean de la Gueriviere: “Rabat Sees in Polisario's Recent 
Offensives the Proof of Algeria's Military Support”] 


[Text] Smara--The pilot of the military helicopter flying us over the 
“wall”--the defense line of the “useful triangle” under Moroccan control-- 
tried to show us that there was nothing to hide and flew in ever-lower circles 
over the town. Smara, the religious capital of Western Sahara, about which 
the Polisario fighters spoke to us with such nostalgia during a visit to the 
“other side,” is only that. A few straight streets, several stores for a 
civilian population of 8,000, and many barracks, dominated by the minaret of a 
mosque without special distinction. A peaceful garrison town, asleep under 
the already burning sun. 


However, a short while ago, 40 kilometers to the south, there had been furious 
fighting between the Moroccan army and the Polisario. From the helicopter, a 
colonel who was in charge of that sector pointed out the bed of the 
watercourse by which the enemy, if able to penetrate the “wall,” could have 
broken through toward Smara. The Sahara desert shows great variation. Here, 
in the Sakia-el-Hamra, the sand is often replaced by a rocky and irregular 
terrain, suitable for maintaining caches in which the Polisario can assemble 
supplies and men brought close to the Moroccan army by small convoys, which, 
if not difficult to detect, are certainly difficult to attack. 


The “wall,” in some places a mere embankment of sand, deserves its name here. 
It is a genuine fortification made of stones collected in the area and with 
minefields in front of it. Support points, located close enough to assure 

a crossfire along the entire defense perimeter, strengthen the position. From 
dug-in positions, lookouts constantly search the horizon with binoculars. At 
any moment, Polisario artillery may approach and fire, more or less blindly, 
on the Moroccan lines. The inaccuracy of these harassments is such that, for 
example, a unit will play a game of football undisturbed. 


The Smara sector had been living for a year on a war footing without real 
fighting until last month the routine was broken. “The first attack came on 

l September,” a colonel recalled. “We had been warm d by the Southern General 
Command at Agadir that something was brewing. The enemy assembled on a front 
of some 50 kilometers five mechanized battalions with 80 tanks, armored 
personnel carriers, Stalin “organs,” 122 and perhaps 132 mm guns, and mortars. 
We held. On the 3d, the battle resumed with, for the first time, a night 
attack. The enemy withdrew in face of our resistance, but we had to repel 
additional attacks on 9 and 10 September.” 
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"Soviet Method” 


“They are good fighters,” the colonel admitted. “A professional job, applying 
the Soviet method of echelon attack with successive reinforcements.” What 
most impressed the officers commanding the target positions was the logistics 
supporting such a force deployment. “They are not stingy with ammunition; 
2,600 mortar rounds were fired on one position alone,” said one NCO who 
himself had been obliged to keep strict accounting of “expended” ammunition, 
the slogan for the Moroccan troops being to avoid any “waste.” 


The Moroccan air force did not join in the battle, no doubt because it was 
concerned about falling into the nearby traps of strony concentrations of 
SAM-7's. However, after the last attack it did carry out pursuit operations. 
“We followed the withdrawal tracks on the trails; they lead to Algeria and 
Mauritania.” 


The official total of losses on the Moroccan side is 37 dead ard 43 wounded. 
The enemy losses were estimated initially at 86 killed and 130 wounded. 
However, we were told that “after exploitation,” that is, on-site 
investigation, that estimate “should be doubled.” 


According to our hosts, the Polisario were always held at least 2 kilometers 
from the “wall.” Various intelligence, however, leads one to believe that 
five positions were destroyed and probably briefly occupied. Only one of the 
13 “knocked out” enesiy tanks was shown to us: a T-55 penetrated by two shaped 
charge rounds. The Moroccans asserted that the others were left on the 
battlefield because they were too difficult to drag. In fact, true to their 
tactic of leaving neither dead, wounded, or equipment in the hands of the 
enemy, the Polisario troops returned during the night to recover everything 
that could be renoved. They have tank transporters in order to do this. 


What was the reason for this offensive? The Moroccans say that the motive was 
that the Polisario, which had been repelled the first time in July at 
Lemsiyed, south of Tan-Tan (LE MONDE 29 July), wanted to score a major success 
by occupying Smara, at least briefly, while the OAU was again reviewing the 
Sahara case. 


This fighting, whose scope no foreign expert disputes, showed that the 
Moroccan defense system is solid, but also that Polisario is able to organize 
as it pleases on the military level beyond the “wall.” Indeed, the Moroccan 
air force is riskiny itself less and less frequently over the enemy. Though 
not officially confirmed, the loss of a Mirage F-l1, shot down on 6 October in 
the Smara area, underlines the dangerous nature of some wissions. 


In agreeing to lift part of the military secrecy on the subject of the 
September events, The Moroccans have an obvious purpose: to draw attention to 
Algeria's aid. One officer said: “They would like to make people believe that 
the two parties in the conflict are Morocco and the Polisario, with the latter 
protrayed as a simple liberation movement. It is a strange liberation 
movement that can organize and employ the most modern war equipment. Algeria 
is equipping and training the Polisario, and it must stop portraying the 
latter as independent.” 


Tne Moroccans admit that the Polisario has been able to use Libyan equipment 
provided several months ago and hidden in various places. However, they say 
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that they received formal assurances from Colonel Qadhdhafil at the end of his 
visit there in July. The visit, arranged at the sudden request of the Libyan 
head of state, was one of the most startling episodes in this Saharan affair, 
which has been replete with apparently contradictory new developments. T. ough 
received coldly by government officlals, the colonel eased the atmosphere by 
proposals on the Saharan conflict that were regarded as “interesting.” 
According to the Moroccans, he reportedly changed his opinion after meeting 
the relatives of some Polisario leaders who condemned the “treachery” of their 
sons. It is hard to believe that 1t was this alone, 
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Colonel Qadndhafi Neutrality? 


Without appearing confident regarding the future, the Moroccans say that Libya 
is neutral “for the moment.” The Polisario, by intentionally leaving on the 
battlefield after the attack on the “wall” cases of rations and ammunition 
with Libyan markings, was evidently trying to implicate its former protector, 


A recent incident, which the Moroccan press has not written about, 18 hardly 
auspicious for improving relations with Mauritania, Off the town of Dakhla 
(former Villa~Cisneros), the fish are abundant. There are numerous Moroccan, 
Spanish and Portuguese fishermen, Sometimes there are very mixed crews. Some 
boats from the Canaries fly the Moroccan flag to avold problems, On 1] 
October, a Moroccan fishing boat, the Driss, was machinegunned by the 
Polisarlo, who sped in with four Zodiacs that probably came from the south, 
[wo Portuguese and one Moroccan soldier, who had been brought along to protect 
the crew, were killed. There were also wounded. The account of the events 
was given by survivors who reached the Spanish hospital ship Fsepoir de la Mer 
anchored off Dakhla to yive medical support to the fishermen, 


Itself also enclosed by a “wall,” Dakhla 1s an enclave in the area into which 
the Moroccan army no longer ventures, However, there 16 a civil air link with 
Bl-Aloun, the economle capital. No particular precautions are taken for this 
almost daily flight. The Boeing, most of Its passengers personnel on leave, 
also goes to Agadir and Casablanca, 19 














Behind tiie “wall”--extended to boujdour--that protects the “useful triangle,” 
yround communications are completely secure. At Boujdour and E£El-Aioun the 
econoule activity makes you forget a war that seems far away. From Tan-Tan to 
Bou jdour considerable investments have been made in fishing resources. 


The conveyor belt, more than 100 kilometers long, on which the Bou-Craa 
phosphate was transported by the Spanish, is operating again. Phosboucraa, an 
affiliate of the Moroccan Phosphates Office with 35 percent Spanish ownership, 
is carrying out projects with a view to the day when world prices rise again. 
At the pler fronting the ocean near El-Aioun, a Yugoslav ore tanker awaits its 
cargo. The USSR and the East European countries are the leading purchasers of 
Moroccan phosphates. That explains why Moscow has never recognized the SDAR, 
despite its sympathy for the Polisario. 


Boom at Fl-Aloun 


A new port is under construction beside the pier built by the Spanish. 

A considerable investment. It is at Fl-Aioun and in its area that one can 
judge how unacceptable it would be for the Moroccans to give up the “southern 
provinces,” whatever the options available for diplomatic purposes. “We will 
never give that up,” say officials while showing visitors the towns under 
construction on the outskirts of this city of businessmen and officials. 
Stadiums, mosques, and individual houses in harmony with local tradition are 
pushing up like mushrooms near the old Spanish “pig quarter.” 


For an estimated civilian population of 150,000, the investments in the 
“southern provinces” represent 7 percent of the national total at the present 
level, 


The governor of El-Aloun province told us: “Contrary to a common idea, our 
actions are not motivated by phosphate. Bou-Craa represents only 4 percent of 
the national reserves and 2 percent opf current production. We claimed these 
provinces long before the discovery of the phosphate. The south currently 
costs much more than it ylelds, without mentioning the military expenses. 

What is involved is a national cause.” 


In the great tradition of Moroccan hospitality, the governor also invited 
other officials around our table. Ould Rachid, secretary of state for 
Saharan affairs, who was born in the area, was present. Here at the “wall,” 
as in Rabat, Algeria's attitude is strongly criticized. The neighbor is even 
condemned for not having kept a promise to “return” Tindouf after the 
liberation war. Just as when he was on the Polisario side, the traveling 
journalist has to listen to long “historical” arguments about the solid right 
of each to claim Western Sahara. Though unable to resolve this 
extraordinarily complex issue, there is one certainty: peace will not come 
tomorrow, 
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LEBANON 


AMAL LEADER SPEAKS ON SOUTH, MEDIATION EFFORTS 
Al-Shariqah Ai-tiALIJ in Arabic 21 Sep 83 p 16 
[Interview with Nabih Barri by AL-KHALIJ in Beirut, place not specified] 


[Text] The lawyer Nabih Barri, leader of the Amal movement, has emerged as 
one of important figures of the internal opposition to the Lebanese regime. 
His name has been associated with the socialist leader Walid Junblatt, 
President Sulayman Franjiyah, and President Karami since the first 

elements of the resistance front came into being. This is due to the 

firm alliance between them and what they represent in the way of political 
action and popular appeal in the Lebanese arena. The political “perfidy” 
that coincided with the army’s invasion of West Beirut did not prolong it 
as much as the regime itself, for it regards the battle of Beirut and 
southern suburbs and the mountain a single battle whose objectives are 

to make the plan for control unattainable, achieve a just regime, and 
preserve the Arab essence of Lebanon. 


The meeting with him is particularly impressive given the fateful circum- 
stances in which Lebanon is living, for it does not reflect the directions 
of the Amal movement alone but sets common approaches with the National 
Salvation Movement politically and militarily. We talked with him about 
the latest events and realities. 


The Suburbs are the People's Responsibility 


[Al-KHALIJ] The situation in the southern suburbs appears obscure now in 
some respects. It is not the army's responsibility and the Amal movement 
and the national forces have not announced it to be a liberated region. 
How do you look upon the interim situation and how can it be resolved in 
the foreseeable future? 


[Barri] The southern suburbs had the honor of raising the first banner 

of revolt against the injustice, tyranny, and practices of the regime. It 
is the responsibility of the people of Lebanon and its inhabitants and no 
others. This responsibility is not an alternative to a just government, 
it is a condition of joining it by mutual consent and the result of a 
political reconciliation by which is guaranteed security, especially 
policies on actions and practices. 


21 











That is, in other words, I look upon the southern suburbs as a field in 
which to try to find justice for all the deprived groups in Lebanon. 


[Al-KHALIJ] The alliance between you and Walid Junblatt is given concrete 
form by the linkage of the southern suburbs to the mountain. As a 
geographic or political dimension of this alliance, to what extent have 
the recent battles affected the geographic continuity between the two 
regions? 


[Barri] The southern suburbs are joined to and connected with the mountain 
geographically and politically. They have never been separated at any 
time. And they will not be separated from the rest of the country. 


The Mountain War Has Frustrated Hegemony 


{[A1-KHALIJ] Do you believe the initial results of the mountain war have 
produced a new equation and some settlement based on it? Do these results 
stand up in light of its persistence and continuation? 


[Barri] The mountain battle is not like the media, official or inter- 
nationa, presents it. The reason is that the mountain battle was not a 
day-long affair between two factions but a battle for Lebanon and the 
Lebanese people. 


We therefore warned that it would continue provided the Lebanese Army 

did not enter the mountain unless it was preceded by a political reconcilia- 
tion and accompanied by a timetable of Israeli withdrawals from the entire 
Lebanese territory; perhaps the disorder that resulted and that we warned 
against. At the same time would lead to it, namely, the deployment of 

the regime's army without taking into consideration these two things: it 
would lead, on the part of the Lebanese authority, to a strengthening of 
control over the armed nationalist factions in Lebanon and, on the 

part of the general nationalist side, it would lead to a voluntary 
abandonment of southern Lebanon to Israel. The observer can now very 
easily discover the purpose in order to become convinced of the fateful 
dangers that threaten the south. As for the Israeli enemy, it is evident 
from its leaders’ statements that their occupation of southern Lebanon 
will remain indefinite. 


However, the battles that took place in the mountain under the leadership 
of Walid Junblatt have thus far frustrated the hegenomy plans. This 
frustration, in my view, conceals the most important stage in the coopera- 
tion between the mountain, the southern suburbs and Beirut. 


Mu'awiyah's Hair Is Cut 


[AL-KHALIJ] Despite the battles that raged for 2 years between the Lebanese 
Army and the Amal forces, some sort of contact continued between you and 

the pillars of the government. This means that Mu'awiyah's hair has not 
been cut up to now. How do you view the regime at this time? 
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[Barri] There is no hair of Mu'awiyah or of anyone else for that matter. 
The reason is that since the invasion of West Beirut, all the close ties 
and means of communication with the Beirut authorities have been cut. The 
reason for this is very clear. It is that there is no guarantee of contacts 
or talks which are constantly subject to refusal and perfidy, as happened 
in West Beirut, although the results of the perfidy were against the 
interest of the government and its rulers. Hence I say the position of 
the movement and its plan are clear. So too are its demands. It will not 
enter into any dialogue except in accordance with both the principles 
previously set forth and the principles agreed to with our other brothers 
in the opposition. 


Role of the Mediator 


[AL-KHALIJ] The reason for the question I raised a little while ago is 
attributable to what political and press circles disclosed about Nabih 
Barri, leader of the Amal movement, playing the role of future mediator 
between the government and the National Salvation Front. 


[Barri] I answered this question by saying the position of the Amal move- 
ment is clear on this matter, that it, whoever wants to work for reconcilia- 
tion, especially since it is a comprehensive plan that does not depend on 

a particular front or on any region except this one--welcome to him! 
Otherwise, the movement will continue in its struggle and effort until 

it achieves its wishes. This is my position. If it is called the 
mediator's position, so be it. If it is called the adversary's position, 
that's all right too, for the names are not consequential. What is 
consequential is what is actually realized. 


[AL-KHALIJ] There have recently been many reports of security or political 
agreements. They may take place in the mountain. Some think a private 
agreement with Walid Junblatt might result in an intensification of 
diplomatic activity. Do you believe such an agreement can result without 
the general assent of the opposition forces? 


[Barri] The proposals for agreements whether discussed with Walid Junblatt 
or with me or with the other opposition forces in the National Salvation 
Front are a matter for regular consultation among all the adversaries. 

I say decisively that no formulation whatever will be proposed until it 

is first generally agreed to. 


Consequently, the most comprehensive framework is a Lebanese framework so 
that the desired solution is not a partial one but one that is completely 
integrated beginning with liberation of the land and ending with liberation 
of the Lebanese man from control and torture. 


Mediations and the Se curity Council 
[AL-KHALIJ] While the mountain war is still blazing, Arab and international 


mediations are continuing to try to end the fighting and resolve the 
crisis. When the Lebanese issue with its present realities reached the 
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UN Security Council, what did you think of these actions, especially those 
connected with the threats made by the governments of the multinational 
forces, particularly the United States, concerning the use of marines in 
the fighting? 


[Sarri] Arab action is always appreciated and desired, for the dnager 
involves not merely part of Lebanon but all of Lebanon, specifically, its 
identity. The Arab solution will restore Lebanon to its main and natural 
sanctuary. As for international action such as the resort to the United 
Nations undertaken by the Lebanese regime and based on the realities of 
the internal Lebanese struggle, it aims, in my opinion, at one of two 
things or both: 


(1) Thwarting Arab mediations under the pretext of Arab entry into the 
struggle. 


(2) Giving the green light to Western intervention, American in particular, 
thereby settling the situation militarily. 


The Bet on Foreigners 


[AL-WALIJ] Do you think what you just said is the reason why the regime 
rejects the Saudi mediation formula? 


[Barri] Of course. The rejection is the result of the thing I mentioned 
previously. It is that they rely on foreign help and do not want the 
Arab solution. Consequently, they keep trying more and more to inflame 
things in the hope of the American or Israeli solution. 


Mandate Era is Over: 


[AL-KHALIJ] Several days ago Fadi Afram, leader of the Lebanese Forces, 
announced that his forces are determined to regain the initiative. What 
does this mean? And have things been proceeding along the line of no 
return in the dictionary of the "Lebanese Front?” 


[Barri] Perhaps he (Faid Afram) is looking for help from some place or 
other. The fact that the Lebanese Forces up to now have not realized that 
Lebanese with its make-up, sects, and factions cannot, regardless of 

the help from fleets, doubtful and distorted information, govern all of 
Lebanon. Be that as it may, I say Lebanon will not be governed hereafter 
except by equality, justice, and participation in decision-making. The 
mandate era which lasted about half a century is over. 


A Dream That Will Not Come True 


[AL-WALIJ] It is apparent from the statements of leaders of the Phalange 
and the Lebanese Front that they will make fateful choices. Do they 
believe partition will be one of these choices? 











[Barri] This is a dream that Israel has been trying to realize. Most 
regrettably, it found some tools in Lebanon, but they will not frighten 
us and there is nothing in our dictionary to create that no matter what 
hand is dealt against our positions. We are fed up with threats to 

the effect that we either take possession of the “child” or tear him apart 
[i.e. either take control of Lebanon or resort to partition]. 


[Al-KHALIJ] But don’t you believe there is a difference between the 
inclinations of the regime and those of the "Lebanese Front?" 


[Barri] Up to now the Lebanese regime has not solidly demonstrated any 
difference between the stands of the Lebanese Front and its own stands. 
Consequently, we no longer distinguish between the legitimacy of the former 
or that of the latter. Since for almost a year I have firmly said that 

all the problems that have arisen or will arise are caused by this lack 

of distinction and by the absence of Islamic and nationalist participation 
in the Lebanese government. 


[AL-KHALIJ] The South remains a central issue for the Amal movement and 
the nationalist opposition forces. What in your opinion is the fate in 
store for the South, especially since efforts at consolidating the 
occupation and its separation are in full swing? 


[Barri] Although in the flood of events taking place in the mountain and 
Beirut the South appears to be of secondary national importance, it is in 
truth the sponsor or every activity. The stand on partial withdrawal is 
only for the sake of the south and its non-effacement and insistence on 
participation in the national Lebanese decision is only to fill in the 
southern dimension. The important thing is that the Amal movement will 
remain in the South, a leader in not dealing with the enemy and refusing 
all his inducements and all the consequences of the invasion, in resistance 
to his authority, and its survival by all possib le means, for it is 
impossible to conceive of Lebanon without the South, which proved by the 
steadfastness of its citizens and its people that it actually was, still 
is, and will again be the protective armor of Lebanon and its unity. 


The Meeting and Neutralization 


[AL-WALIJ] You recently met with the vice president of the Supreme 

Shiite Assembly Shaykh Muhammad Mahdi Shams al-Din. Everyone knows you 
differ with him on several matters. Did the meeting settle your differences 
of opinion and what are the things on which you agreed? 


[Barri] In truth, there were no differences of opinion between us and His 
Eminence Shaykh Muhammad Mahdi Shams al-Din, but there was a mutual 
estrangement. The meeting was not the first nor will it be the last in 
overcoming this estrangement. It enabled us to clarify our views on the 
positions that the movement adopted and on the positions that it will take. 
We hope the meeting will be a new stage on the way to bringing about the 
unity of the nationalist and Islamic forces. 
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[AL-WALIJ] It is said that among all the things discussed wtih Shaykh 
Shams al-Din is an agreement to neutralize the southern region. What is 
your opinion on this? And what does neutralization mean? 


[Barri] This word is completely wrong in that our discussion dealt with 
what is called neutralization. This word has crept into some newspapers-- 
known reasons. However, the idea of proposing neutrality originally and 
neutralizing any place in Lebanon, whether the suburbs of Beirut or 
elsewhere, is an idea that is neither politically and nor even militarily 
realistic for Lebanon is a single body. If any of its parts breaks down, 
all the parts break down. 


The suburbs naturally are not a Shiite place nor is the mountain. And it 
is not a Druze place. Both are parts of a national Lebanon. What is 
decided for cne of them is decided for the others. The battle into which 
the Amal movement has plunged is to abolish hegemony, to share, and to 
reach a sound national decision. It is also to liberate the south. 
However, everything is the same whether Beirut or in the suburbs or in 
the mountain. 
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LEBANOW 


INDEPENDENT GROUPING LEADER DISCUSSES PROSPECTS OF NATIONAL DIALOGUE 
Tunis AL-"AMAL in Arabic 12 Oct 83 p 16 


erview with Dr Samir Sabdbagh, chairman of the Independent Lebanese 
jrouping, by Muhammad ‘Anan: “Before Start of Lebanese National 

,» Dr Samir Sabbagh, chairman of the Independent Lebanese National 

» tells AL-‘'AMAL: Lebanon Must Remain a United Entity, Not Frafmented 

l or Under Colonialist. Custodianship, in Solidarity With Arabs But 

Not Under Their Domination; date not specified" ] 


vous a i has told AL-'AMAL that Lebanon must remain Lebanese, in a 
ity, not fragmented by Israei or under colonialist custodianship. 
d be in solidarity with its Arab brothers but not under their domi- 
nation and should not be transformed into a spearhead for their colonization. 


Dr Samir Sabbagh has also said that the success of the cease-fire and the 
f the dialogue dictate that all Lebanese exert efforts to overcome the 
obstacles placed before this dialogue. 


llion within the ranks of the Independent Nasirists 

the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and established with 
OD » who broke away from al-Murabitun, 2 new political 

has called the ILNG. 


Dr cabbagh had led 
‘ns 


Movement 


ct ° 


AL=-"AMAL conducted the following interview with Dr Sabbagh: 


ww That Leb 


~ 


non May Kemain Lebanese and a United Entity 


estion, Where does the ILNG stand vis-a-vis developments in the area, 
especially on the national reconciliation dialogue? 


ne grouping has constantly advocated adoption of the political 
option as 4 solution to the Lebanese crisig. The cease-fire confirms the 
view and projects the problem as a political problem 


The cease-fire gy flanger which is a security and political as 
just a security agreement, as some analysts want to interpret 

ocal means for its success are se 
ion that reaffirms the unchanging 
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a balanced political solu sbanes 
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on which the Lebanese entity was founded before its fate was beset by plots 
that have, among other things, advanced schemes for partition and fragment- 
ation as 4 substitute for this entity. 


These principles stipulate that Lebanon remain Lebanese in a united entity, 
not fragmented by Israel and not placed under colonialist custodianship. They 
also stipulate that it work for all its citizens and factions, not for one 
party or one sect, They further stipulate that Lebanon remain Arab and in 
solidarity with its Arab brothers, without being under their domination or 
custodianship or being a spearhead for their colonization or domination. They 
stipulate, finally, that Lebanon always be prepared and ready to accept plans 
for the democratic development of its constitutional, political and ecomomic 
institutions so that its sons will be able to live under 4 modern democratic 
system capable of absorbing economic and social developments and, consequently, 
of confronting the challenges of the age. 





or hyreement To Succeed 


tut for this agreement to succeed, the Lebanese must give it all their efforts 
to overcome the obstacles facing it. This can be done by: 


irst, avoid drowning the agreement in security labyrinths or watering it 
iown and transforming it into another resolution added to the cease-fire 
resolutions already known to Lebanon. Rather, steps must be taken to proceed 
immediately to the content of the sgreement, which is a political content, 
and, consequently, to begin a dialogue immediately. 


ond, embark on the dialogue and determine the date and venue and agenda of 
the national conference promptly, especially since the international and 
regional conditions not only facilitite but urge 4 prompt dialogue. When we 
jay prompt, we don't mean haste, because we are aware of the present diffi- 
‘ulties that must be overcome as quickly as possible. 


nird, political forces should rise above a desire for private and partisan 
political gain and should realize that it is not important who takes part in 
tne dialogue but that the important thing is for the dialogue to take place. 


’ re 4 ° f , H 
tructive Oojections 


we exclude the objective and principled objection of Kamil al-As'ad in his 
pacity as the Chamber of Deputies speaker, it does not appear that the other 
oiectors have strong arguments, unless we consider as strong their arguments 
nat are governed by a narrow view of the crisis or by selfish considerations. 
any case, they are arguments that help to obstruct implementatior. of the 
agreement and, consequently, that actually contribute to the game of those 
actually harmed by the agreement. 
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Therefore, despite these objections, we believe that the atmosphere prevailing 
in the country and the people's adoption of the agreement are likely to enhance 
the renee of starting the dialogue and of dealing with the objective points, 
the most important being agreement on the agenda. It is then up to us as 
ablasse to prove our ability to manage our affairs with utter independence 

and to answer the challenge to that it will not be said that the Lebanese 
cannot manage their own affairs. 


To put it succinctly, we in the ILNG support the cease-fire agreement and the 
start of the political dialogue and greatly appreciate the Arab efforts 
exerted by Saudi Arabia and Syria to bring about the dialogue. 


Will National Dailogue Committee Succeed? 


[Question] Does the National Dialogue Committee--in light of the names of 
its members, their affiliations and their conflicting viewpoints--give the 
impression that it is possible to attain the desired political solution to 
end the Lebanese crisis? 


[Answer] We can answer this question by examining the committee's mission 
and the responsibility thrown on its shoulders and can then discuss the issue 
of the names of its members, their affiliations and their viewpoints. 


It is supposed, rather it is the duty of the proposed National Dialogue 
Committee to discuss an agenda that contains items dealing with all of the 
issues over which the Lebanese disagree, and to do so in complete freedon, 
independence and sincere honesty. 


The committee must discuss the form and essence of the charter, the role and 
structure of the institutions, political, economic and social reforms and 4 
balance among the country's citizens. 


put it succinctly, it is the Dialogue Committee's duty to examine whatever 
os o the country's main supports and to reforming the country's 


oF ’ r ’ , 
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The mission is two-sided: The first pertains to the country's main national 
Supports. In this regard, the names projected can shoulder the responsibility 
of tackling the issue of these main supports, considering that they are 
representative and influential partisan and parliamentary personalities. The 
second side pertains to reforms needed in the political system and its institu- 
tions. At this level, we can say that some of the personalities participating 
in the dialogue can express democratic and progressive ideas that guarantee 
achieving the democratic reform that the Lebanese want achieved in the 
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[Question] What alternative is there for saving Lebanon if it becomes 
impossible for the Dialogue Committee to reach understanding on an agenda 
ed f 


2 | 


[Answer] The dialogue must not fail because the alternative is loss of the 
opportunity for the world countries to agree with the opinion of the Lebanese 
Oo ust remain united, sovereign and independent. 


Loss of this opportunity would mean a resumption of the tragedies of fighting 
and of war and this is not in the interest of anybody in Lebanon. 


Concluding the interview with AL-'AMAL, Dr Sabbagh said: 


The enemles of Lebanon's unity are indirectly trying to achieve partition 
througn the issue of the observers. The presence of neutral non-UN observers, 
wnether brought from abroad or from south Lebanon, consitutes the guarantee 
that Lebanon will not be turned into another Cyprus and that their presence 


will constitute support for implementation of the political accord concluded. 
r voice to the idea of bringing in neutral observers from outside the 


ed liations because we don't want to Cyprutize and indirectly partition 

, = Uli observers to stay in south Lebanon so that they can 
exert ‘efforts to restore the occupied Lebanese territories. We want neutral 
bs pen their neutral countries to come so that they can 
implement the security aspect of the agreement concluded. 


A well-informed political source expects the National Dialogue Committee to 
nold its first meeting next week despite the apparent political-verbal 


intensification, if we may use the phrase, of statements made here and there. 


The well-informed source has said that what seems to be a delay in or post- 

ponement of the convocation of the Dialogue Committee is in fact required by 

the contacts being made by President Amin al-Jumayyil with the personalities 
t C 


and leaders invited to the committee, in addition to political personalities 
yutside the age to get their opinions and inclinations concerning the 
aed proposed for discussion. This is in addition to contacts being made 

+1 


by President al-Jumayyil wi the capitals that have been behind preparing 
the agreement, namely Riyadh, Wa 
[ C 
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shington and Damascus, with Saudi Arabia 

us. 

It is the opinion of the well-informed source that there may be no actual 

need to form a preparatory committee to draft the agenda and that the Dialogue 
ee members can devote the first meeting to agreeing on the issues 
supposed to be examined and discussed. 
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LEBANON 


TRIPOLI STARTING TO REPLACE BEIRUT AS MAJOR PORT 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1404, 30 Sep 83 pp 53-54 


(Article by ‘Adnan Karimah: "Military Operations Obstruct Smuggling From 
Lebanon; Syrians Prefer Tripoli Port and Their Pound Ottgains Lebanese Pound"] 


[Text] Lebanese traveling recently via Damascus International Airport have 
found that the value of their country's currency has declined, with the Syrian 
pound gaining a higher value than the Lebanese pound as a result. One traveler 
was quoted as saying that he exchanged 100 Lebanese pounds for nearly 87 Syrian 
pounds at the Syrian Commercial Bank because Syrian Arab airlines stipulates 
that the sale of tickets to foreigners be conducted on the basis of the offi- 
cial price of the Syrian pound. But on the black market, the Lebanese pound 
still has a higher value than the Syrian pound. However, it has been noted 
that the price of the latter has risen considerably, even in the Labenese 
markets and especially in the Tripoli market in northern Lebanon, which is 
engaged most heavily in trade with Syrian markets. The price of 100 Syrian 
pounds has risen to 83 Lebanese pounds whereas it had ranged from 60-70 
Lebanese pounds. 


What are the reasons for the decline in the Lebanese pound's value compared 
with the Syrian pound? 


There is no doubt that the recent drop in the value of the Lebanese currency in 
comparison with the dollar (from 4.5 to 4.95) has greatly contributed to its 
decline in the face of other Arab and foreign currencies, including the Syrian 
pound. The reasons for this decline are well known and are connected with the 
political, military and economic developments being experienced by Lebanon. 
This decline has resulted in two things: 


a paralysis of various economic sectors, especially the production 


second, the escape of some Lebanese and the accompanying escape of monies and 
ransfe f commercial and financial activities to neighboring countries. 


But it is werth noting here that the price of the Lebanese pound versus the 
dollar was 5.20 pounds [per dollar] in the wake of the Israeli invasion last 
summer. The price then dropped to less than 4 pounds [per dollar] at the end 
of last year but began to decline considerably at the beginning of this year as 
a result of political and military developments on the mountain. 
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But there are special reasons that in turn have contributed to the decline in 

f the Lebanese pound in comparison with the Syrian pound. These 
tain to the neighborly relations and the transact.ons and traffic 

two countries, keeping in mind that the Lebanese pound is a floating 
rice is determined by supply and demand. The most significant 
are: 


MY "SS 


arture of a number of Lebanese and non-Lebanese to Syria, either for 

ry residence while waiting for the crisis to end or in transit to other 
es by air or land. As a result, there has been a demand for the Syrian 
pound versus the Lebanese pound and this has contributed to rhe recent drop in 
the value of the latter. 


The decline in the smuggling of various goods from Lebanon to Syria as a result 
of the military operations, the narrow passages and the closure of the inter- 
ghway between Beirut and Damascus. This has led to transactions 


: 
by merchants and smugglers to transfer Syrian currency to Lebanon--a transfer 
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It is well known that commercial movement between Lebanon and Syria includes 
Lebanese products and imported foreign goods that are reexported via two 
channels: an ordinary official channel subject to approval by official author- 
ities, whether the goods are Lebanese or foreign in origin, and smuggling, 
which is not subject to any restrictions. 


there are several reasons for this, the most important being: 


First, the opportunity to pay for the Lebanese goods or other goods imported 
from abroad in Syrian currency, something that is not available in importing 
iirectly through the Syrian ports because that requires payment for the imports 
in hard currencies, not to mention the governmental restrictions. 


Second, the short distance between the two countries and the [credit] facili- 
tie ffered by the Lebanese merchants to their Syrian colleagues, keeping in 
mind that the Lebanese merchants do not rely in their commercial transactions 
on the Lebanese market alone but also on the Syrian market, which is a large 
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Third, the growth in smuggling from Lebanon to Syria. These operations are not 
subject to any restrictions or fees, except for the "protection money” paid 


to the smugglers. This smuggling reduces the cost of the foreign goods 
imported to the Syrian market. 


Prior to the Israeli invasion last summer, commercial transactions concluded 
in Lebanon for Syrian merchants were voluminous and have been estimated by 
vbanking sources at 300 million Lebanese pounds monthly. But the volume of 
the transactions dropped after the invasion due to the periodic closure of 
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the Beirut-Lamascus highway for security reasons. However, most of these 
transactions have now been transferred to Tripoli in northern Lebanon and 

the merchants of the second capital have taken the role of Belrut's merchants 
in concluding "transit trade" transactions with the Arab countries, especially 
with Syria. It has become evident from the statistics issued by the Tripoli 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry that the volume of exports approved by the 
chamber totaled 43.5 million pounds last June, of which only 9.5 million 
pounds went for exports of Lebanese origin compared to 34.5 million pounds for 
exports originating broad, meaning that the transit trade share amounts to 

80 percent of all exports. 


Syria led the list of importing countries, its share auiounting to nearly 
29 million pounds. 


But it is noted, according to the Tripoli Chamber statistics, that commercial 
activity declined last July, with the value of the exports amounting to 

32.5 million pounds, of which 14 million pounds went for exports of Lebanese 
origin and 18.5 million pounds for exports originating abroad. Syria's share 
was 16 million pounds, of which 13.2 million went for exports of foreign origin. 
This demonstrates the extent of the Syrian merchants’ reliance on importing 
goods via Lebanon. 


This figure is considered very small and does not reflect the true volume of 
the movement of Lebanese and foreign exports to Syria. The volume of these 
exports via Tripoli alone exceeds 100 million pounds monthly. This includes, 
of course, smuggling transactions, which are difficult to calculate and survey. 


In addition to Syria wetting the lion's share, it has also been seen from the 
figures published by the Tripoli Chamber that goods of foreign origin are also 
exported to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, North Yemen and Kuwait. 


But can Tripoli replace Beirut in transit trade with the Arab area? 


It seems that there are obstacles working against such a development at present, 
the most significant being the difficulty of importing via Tripoli Port, 

which still has a poor reputation in world markets because exporters refuse 

to ship their goods to this port for Lebanese importers, preferring instead to 
ship to Beirut Port. This is why, according to Tripoli merchants, most of 

the transit goods exported to Syria and to the other Arab markets have been 
imported via Beirut Port. There sare presently large quantities of transit 

goods accumulated in the capital and waiting for a relaxation in the security 


Situation so that they can be released. 


(he merchants complain of some practices at Tripoli Port, which still receives 
considerable quantities of imported goods. 


[If Tripoli Port cannot replace Beirut Port, then can it be transformed into 
an international port complementing the capital's port, especially insofar as 
transit activities are concerned? 














When officials in the past studied the possibility of developing the ports, 
they tilted at the time in the direction of developing Tripoli Port and of 
designating it for the Arab area's transit trade, with the hope that it would 
vain international recognition by both the maritime insurance firms and the 
international maritime shipping companies. But it seems that events have 
worked against implementation of this plan. The smuggling operations that 

have been taking place in Tripoli Port have contributed to its poor inter- 
national reputation. However, this does not mean that the idea of transforming 
it into an international port has been discarded especially since the govern- 
ment continues to implement the Tripoli international fair project, preparations 
for which began in 1975. 


The Development and Reconstruction Board, headed by Dr Muhammad ‘Atallah, has 
devoted attention to rehabilitating and enlarging Tripoli Port and proposed 
in its (1983-90) development plan the spending of 374 million pounds in two 
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lhe first includes excavation work in the first basin, an exit channel, 
construction of warehouses and improvements to various networks. The total 
costs of this stage is 104 million pounds, and its implementation will take 
4 years (1963~86). 


The second stave involves dredging the port, building piers and a breaker, 
protecting the piers, building transit warehouses, leveling the ground and 
advancing technical aid. The costs would be 270 million pounds and imple- 
mentation would take 6 years (1985-90). 


thus, 4 prosperous future awaits Tripoli Port if it can develop an international 
reputation that enables it to become the destination of foreign exporters 

and to obtain guarantees from the maritime insurance and shipping companies. 

The the extent transit activity in this port picks up, the Syrians can resort 

to using it in their "triliteral trade," depending on the credit facilities 
offered by the Lebanese merchants--facilities that are not available for 
importing via Latakia, Tartus or Baniyas ports, especially insofar as arrange- 
ments for payment in Syrian pound are concerned, with the Syrian pound becoming 
a floating currency in the triliteral trade through the Lebanese ports. 
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LEBANON 


DRAMATIC DROPS IN PRODUCTION, EXPORTS, VALUE OF POUND CITED 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 20 Oct 83 p 12 


/Text/ While Lebanese politicians examine the possibilities of achieving 
permanent peace, the country’s overburdened economy is plunged into deep 
recession. 


Industry and the economy have been struck severely, the Lebanese pound has 
reached a record low level, and merchants complain of the lack of customers. 


The confessional conflict began adversely affecting the economy with the outbreak 
of the 1975-1976 civil war. However, diplomats, bankers and businessmen say 
that confidence in the economy has never been as low as it is now. 


Marwan Nasr, the executive secretary of the Society of Lebanese Industrialists 
has said, “It appears that people no longer have sufficient morale to push them 
to rebuild.” 


Andre Shayib, the senior economist at the Lebanese Central Bank stated that the 
1975-1976 fighting destroyed the flourishing commercial district in Beirut, "but 
the people could not believe that it would last for years, so they continued to 
invest.” He continued, "However, this time it is not clear what will happen 
since we are not in a state of war or a state of peace." 


Lebanese politicians are seeking ways to strengthen the current fragile ceasefire 
in the aftermath of the Mount Lebanon war. As Nasr said, the fighting has led 

to a reduction in industrial production by about 40 percent from what it was 

last June. 


Few statistics have been published since the collapse of law and order in 1975. 
However, Habib Haddad, a senior official at al-Mashraq Bank, has said that 
industrial production may have fallen by 80 percent from what it was last 
January, when confidence was at a relatively high level. 


The fighting led to the destruction of a few factories. However, Nasr said that 
this was not a major reason for the industrial problems. 


He added that despite the general ceasefire, the factories remained closed in 


the suburbs and environs of South Beirut because the militias were still roaming 
the streets and civilians were still the target of sniper fire. 
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He said that these regions represent about 10 percent of Lebanese industry. 


[n all parts of the country the factories are suffering because the electricity 
is out for 12 hours per day. Also, it is difficult to transport goods in a 
country controlled by local militias and foreign armies. He added that in 
August and September the militias called up many of the factory workers of 
fighting age and took them from their work. 


Last month's fighting increased the severity of the problems faced by exporters. 


Economists have said that exports may have dropped 40 percent in September, 
LOO million pounds ($19 million) in current prices below the August level which 
was itself low. 


The Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Beirut has estimated that the monthly 
export average was 263 million pounds ($51 million) in the first 7 months of 
this year. Last year the monthly export average was 438 million pounds ($75 
million). 


Last month's battles and the difficulties faced by transporters further complicated 
problems leading to an 86 percent drop in the first half of the year in exports 

to Iraq, one of the largest importers of Lebanese goods. Iraq's financial situa- 
tion has been affected by its war with Iran. 


Exporters faced a partial Arab boycott of some Lebanese goods because of accusa- 
tions that Israeli goods were being re-exported. Lebanese exporters have denied 
these accusations. 


Fruit exporters in Israeli occupied south Lebanon are saying that Israeli obstacles 
ire hindering export to Israel and the Arab countries. 





Mr al-Shayib estimates that this year the country may face its first balance of 
trade deficit in many years. He went on to say that remittances by workers 
abroad gave Lebanon a budget surplus in 1982 of $321 million. 


He said that the first 3 months of this year have shown a deficit of $300 
million and in the first 2 weeks of last month it appeared that foreign currency 
reserves dropped by another $200 million. 


ie estimates that the country's total foreign currency reserve, with the exception 
of gold, amounts to about $4 million /sic/. 


Mr al-Shayib went on to say that the net amount of currency leaving the country 
in September was a result of heavy military expenditures, a small drop in 
remittances by expatriate workers, and the departure of some private capital. 


A Lebanese banker stated that there was a tangible departure of capital. He 
said that he witnessed a financial transaction last month totaling $12 million 
in a transfer to a bank in Paris. 
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A western diplomat has said, "It is clear that there has been no huge flight 
of capital. Most bankers agree on this." 


The assistant director of the Bank of Lebanon and the Gulf stated that depositors 
in his bank transferred two percent of their deposits abroad in the past month. 
He compared this to an increase /in deposits/ of 10 percent last fall when a 
kind of prosperity prevailed in anticipation of peace and reconstruction after 
Israel lifted its siege of Beirut. 


Many bankers have announced that their foreign exchange departments have continued 
at a feverish pace and are now the main source of profits for the banks from 
commissions charged to customers and speculation with the banks’ money. 


Hanna Nassar, assistant treasury director at the G. Henry Schroeder and Partners 
Bank, a commercial bank, stated, "Currency exchange has probably been the main 
source of profit.” 


The weak economy and the Central Bank's purchase of dollars to pay for military 
purchases has led to a drop in confidence in the Lebanese pound. The pound 
dropped to near record levels in the past week. It declined to less than 20 
cents /per pound/ for the first time since the Israeli siege of Beirut last year. 


One currency dealer has said, "The pound had no choice but to experience weakness." 


Despite Lebanon's problems, analysts agree that the economy has not yet approached 
a collapse. 


The pound is still supported by strong reserves in excess of 94 million waqiyah 
(1 waqiyah = 213.4 grams) of gold. This is a carefully maintained system that 
is the object of envy of some of the most stable countries in the world. 


A western diplomat stated, "There is still a great deal of money in the economy. 
People have not yet reached the point of pressuring each other to pay outstanding 
loans, and remittances are continuing. However, it is difficult to see how 
Lebanon can restore its previous status as the great commercial center of the 
Middle East." . 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


U.S. SCHEMES TO ELIMINATE PLO FROM MIDEAST PICTURE DISCUSSED 


Nicosia AL-HURRIYAH in Arabic No 38, 23 Oct 83 p 4 


/Article by Wa'il Zaydan: “American Scenario 'To End’ Liberation Organization"/ 


/Text/ A commentator of THE WASHINGTON POST, one of the major U.S. newspapers, 
has quoted a high-ranking U.S. official as saying: "The PLO has never been 
closer to its end than it is now. There isn’t a single Palestinian leader 
capable of imposing his authority over the smaller factions. There is no 
cohesion and no real leadership.” 


Though these words replace, in part, wishful thinking about the reality, they 
give an indication of the prism through which the Americans see the Palestinian 
situation, It is a picture that fully pleases them, especially since they still 
think that the area's problem cannot be solved "on the basis and within the 
framework of U.S. interests” without eliminating the single and united PLO 

from the picture. 


While waiting for this to happen, the U.S. secretary of state has pointed out 

what he now wants from the PLO. The U.S. secretary said that Jordan may embark 

on “peace” negotiations with Israel if the PLO Executive Committee chairman 
supports such negotiations. The secretary noted that what was projected and 
proposed last March is still on the table, despite his being doubtful that Yasir 
"Arafat could take such a step under these particular circumstances. As for 
Jordan, it is fully prepared to embark on negotiations with Israel, as Shultz 

has pointed out and as has been made evident by all the recent official Jordanian 
moves. Indeed, Jordan has become eager to regain the Palestinian card, which 
Jordan believes is being thrown to the wind as a result of international Palestin- 
fan problems. It is enough to note here the story of the Jordanian intervention 
force, which is linked to U.S. rapid deployment forces, to understand how strongly 
the Jordanian regime has regained "its freedom” and has resumed playing its 
previous roles after drawing its own conclusions regarding the outcome of what 

has happened in the Palestinian arena. 


We don't believe that the Americans are trying to freeze everything until the 

U.S. presidential elections, which will take place in exactly 1 year and in which 
{t seems now certain that Reagan will run again. It is in the interest of 

Reagan, who has become embroiled in Lebanon where solutions seem to be remote 

and where the quagmire seems to be deadly to U.S. troops, to achieve a penetration 
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in the Middle East to bolster his election positions, especially since his 
foreign accomplishments seem to be less than nil and his internal accomplishments 
aimed at resolving the economic crisis are marred by numerous problems involving 
the poor, women and minorities in the United States. 


The features of the American scenario are becoming clearer by the day: Either 
Jordan gets the Palestinian commission that it did not get last March or it 
declares--in the wake of the intensifying infighting and division in the Palestinian 
arena--that the seat of Palestinian representation is vacant and that Jordan 

is entitled to fill it in response to the calls for help and rescue emanating 
from the occupied territories and from outside them (from subservient bourgeois 
symbols, of course, or from circles frustrated by what is happening). It can 

be then expected that Israel will respond to a freeze on settlements and will 
open negotiations with Jordan and with some toadies /malahigq/ on the West Bank 
and in Gaza (such as Rashad al-Shawwa and Ilyas Furayj) on the basis of Reagan's 
plan or of developed Camp David accords. This response is to come from the 
present Likud cabinet or from a Likud-Ma'rakh, or fundamentally Ma'rakh, cabinet 
that will come after parliamentary elections, which don't seem to be unlikely 

in the wake of the successive crises in Israel. The mere start of such negotia- 
tions will be an accomplishment for the Americans, keeping in mind that achieving 
results will by necessity take several months, perhaps years, and the United 
States will create the “proper” climate for this period to pass (as has happened 
in the area since the 1975 Sinai agreement and then the 1978 Camp David eccords). 


For the proper climate for such developments to be created, further despair and 
frustration must be spread among the Palestinian people, and the subsidiary 
conflicts among the factions of the Palestinian-Syrian-national Lebanese alliance 
must be further intensified. This is what would constitute, practically, an 
actual reply to the gains made by this alliance in recent months, especially in 
the wake of the Mount Lebanon war and the confrontation against the Phalangist- 
U.S. plan in Lebanon. 


It is the duty of the Palestinian revolutionaries to confront these (schemes) 
resolutely and to obstruct the materialization of this American scenario. This 
is done by first preserving the unity of the PLO, by preventing its factions 
from fighting and massacring each other and by solidifying its political line 
and its organizational conditions in a way that bolsters its unity and cohesion. 
The joint command of the Democratic Front and of the Popular Front has presented 
a rich document (whose text is published in the following pages) that deals 

with the main lines for reform based on the background of unity and of work to 
strengthen and entrench this unity. 


Tne only wall capable of confronting the U.S. and reactionary Jordanian schemes 
yn the Palestinian front is the wall of Palestinian national unity within the 
framework of the PLO and the wall of a firm alliance between the Palestinian 
revolution, Syria and the Lebanese national forces (the Salvation Front and 


Amal Movement in particular) based on mutual respect and on a halt to infighting 
and clashes, 


The U.S. schemes must be smashed and rubbed in the dirt and the Palestinian, 
Syrian and Lebanese revolutionaries and patriots must shoulder an historical 
responsibility in this regard. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


IMPLICATIONS OF CONFLICT WITH SYRIA ANALYZED 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 773, 19 Oct 83 pp 30-31 


/Article: "Bitter End; Palestinian-Syrian Relationship: Perils of Inter- 
Palestinian or Syrian-Palestinian Confrontation in Lebanon Harbor Unlimited 
Fears But Focal Point Is Whether Mediation No 12 Will Succeed or Whether 
Organization Will Splinter Before Next Month's Arab Summit in Riyadh"/ 


/Text/ Although with great difficulty, it was possible to contain the consequences 
of the massacre witnessed by Tripoli last week that resulted, according to 
reports, in the death of 60 Lebanese commurists. There has been a strong feeling 
that this massacre is the first spark in new inter-Palestinian fighting and 
Palestinian-Syrian fighting (according to some U.S. papers) because even though 
all parties to the bloody conflict in the capital of north Lebanon are Lebanese, 
the conflict is not free of a semidirect relatiohship to the disagreement between 
Syria and the Fatah organization under the leadership of ‘Arafat. The Lebanese 
Communist Party is strongly sympathetic to the dissidents from Fatah. The 
religious factions that have been fighting with this party exchange with Damascus 
nothing but growing feelings of hostility. 


This perhaps explains why Khalid al~-Fahum (Palestinian National Council Chairman) 
has transferred the local conflict in Tripoli to the arena of the Palestinian 
conflict by holding the Fatah leadership ('Arafat) responsible for the said 
massacre. 


However, al-Fahum (who has a good relationship with Syria) has been accused by 
Salah Khalaf, alias Abu lIyad, of making preparations with the dissidents’ leader 
(Nimr Salih) to hold a special session of the National Council in the Syrian 
capital to oust Yasir ‘Arafat from Fatah leaderhsip and, consequently, from the 
PLO leadership. 


Abu Iyad (the number-two man in Fatah) expects that if this effort succeeds, 
then the PLO will not only split into two parts but will become more like a 
number of companies, with each Arab country having its own company. 


What seems difficult to understand so far are the conflicting statements attributed 
to Abu ‘Ammar on the Syrian position. He has been quoted as saying that he has 
received a message from Rif‘at al-Asad (the Syrian president's brother) containing 
assurances that Syria does not want a Palestinian-Syrian confrontation to erupt 
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in north Lebanon. The Arab world has feared such a confrontation since the 
eruption of the Palestinian rebellion within Patah 5 months ago, especially in 
the wake of the expulsion of ‘Arafat from Syria last June. 


"Arafat's return to Tripoli 3 weeks ago to raise the morale of his fighters 

has diminished the fears of a Syrian-Palestinian military confrontation by 
virtue of the status that ‘Arafat personally enjoys at the Palestinian and Arab 
levels (and to a large degree at the international level in the wake of the 
heroic Palestinian steadfastness in the face of the Israeli invasion of Lebanon 
in 1982). However, this return has not defused the inter-Palestinian conflict, 
which observers fear will explode in the form of mutual acts of revenge between 
‘Arafat's supporters and opponents. 


Al-Biqa’ heated up when the Syrian Army ordered ‘Arafat's troops to leave for 
Tripoli on the 23rd of last month. Though the Syrians did, for their own reasons, 
withdraw from Tripoli, they still have 12,000 troops surrounding the city from 

the nearby Syrian territories (the Lebanese-Syrian border is only 20 kilometers 
from Tripoli). 


If the reports about Rif'at al-Asad's message to ‘Arafat are true, and some 
Western observers find this to be likely and are inclined to believe that Syria 
prefers to exert pressure on ‘Arafat rather than engage in a battle with him, 

then the Syrian presence near Tripoli (in some positions only 500 meters separates 
the Syrian troops from ‘Arafat's fighters) is likely to give moral support to 

the dissidents. Despite this, ‘Arafat has an obvious numerical superiority 

over his foes. But the weapons shipments smuggled from Cyprus /to ‘Arafat/ are 
not, in the estimate of numerous observers, adequate. Furthermore, what restricts 
‘Arafat's movement is the enormous Palestinian civilian presence in al-Baddawi 

and Nahr al-Barid camps (20,000 Palestinians, including ‘Arafat's fighters). 


Added to the Syrian Army, which is present in northern and eastern al-Biqa', 
there is the Phalangist control a little south of Tripoli. As for the west, 
"Arafat has no outlet other than the sea, where U.S. and Israeli gunboats and 
spy boats are stationed. 


Besides, the Arabs, if their diplomatic efforts fail, cannot offer ‘Arafat any 
assistance. This is what has motivated Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Rahman, one of ‘Arafat's 
aides, to state that ‘Arafat's fighters need swords, not words. Referring to 

the unknown future, ‘Abd al-Rahman uses desperate language: We left Beirut for 
Tunisia by boat. But nobody will accept this again. We, to put it in ‘Abd-al’ 
Rahman's words, possess no other boats. This might be understood to mean that 
‘Arafat is determined this time not to leave the last spot he controls, regardless 
of the consequences. for the first time ever, ‘Abd-al-Rahman has described the 
departure of the PLO fighters (12,000 strong) from Beirut last year as a defeat 
for Yasir ‘Arafat. 


‘Arafat's renewed allusion to reviving the dialogue with Jordan is considered 

by som analysts as an indication of what Abu ‘Ammar intends to do if he is 

forced to leave northern Lebanon for good. But the relative strength of ‘Arafat's 
position, the Americans’ preoccupation with their elction next year and, to 

start with, King Husayn's noticeable hesitation make banking on such hopes some 
gort of an illusion. 
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But before this phase, which overflows with despair is reached, there is a 
feeling of uncertain optimism voiced by some Palestinian and Arab political and 
information circles, which link efforts to clear the Arab air in preparation for 
the expected Kiyadh summit with the possibilities of a preliminary relaxation 
between Damascus and ‘Arafat. There is a special focus in the arena on undeclared 
Saudi efforts to melt the ice accumulated on the path of Syrian-Palestinian 
relations. Khalid al-Hasan (member of Fatah Central Committee) and Mahmud 
‘Abbas expressed these hopes after meeting with His Majesty King Fahd. Even 
though Syria still insists that the fundamental disagreement is within Fatah 

and not between Fatah and Damascus, ‘Arafat has not yet resorted to holding a 
Fatah congress to dismiss the dissidents from the organization, thus asserting 
that the disagreement is fundamentally with the Syrians. 


In this regard, ‘Arafat cites as proof the fact that none of the Palestinian 
fighters who are spread over nine Arab countries has rebelled against his leader- 
ship, except for the fighters in Syria and in the Lebanese territories under 
Syrian Army control. ‘Arafat has also recalled his statement to the Palestinian 
National Council in Algiers, namely, that what is required is that the Shatawrah- 
al-Masna'-Ba' labakk line be free of any Palestinian presence. 


Are there in ‘Arafat's statements to THE OBSERVER indications of a U.S.-Syrian 
deal to eliminate the difficult figure in the Middle East equation (PLO) even 
though it is generally noted that the Syrian objective is to oust ‘Arafat from 
the PLO leadership in view of the coordination steps he estiamted with Jordan 
last year and which Syria viewed as a rush toward Reagan's initiative? Moreover, 
‘Arafat left /Beirut/ for Tunis, not Damascus, and at the time disparaged the 
Syrian Army's performance during the Zionist invasion of Lebanon, 


As for the tension between Damascus and ‘Arafat, Salah Khalaf recently recounted 
the background of this tension from his viewpoint, accusing Abu Salih and Abu 

Musa of smuggling fake minutes of seven Palestinian meetings, with one of the 
minutes attributing to Yasir ‘Arafat negative statements about the Syrian political 
structure. Abu lyad said that the Soviets discussed this information with him 

when he visited Moscow last summer. 


Abu Iyad added: During the Beirut blockade, we sent two messages, one to 
President Hafiz al-Asad who, according to Abu lyad, declined to answer in writing 
and the second to the Kremlin, which answered the message in 4 days. The gist 

of the Soviet reply was that Moscow was prepared to assist the PLO, but via 
Syria. Abu Lyad claimed that the Soviet message also pointed out that Syria did 
not want a military confrontation with Israel at the time. But what is interesting 
in Abu Lyad's statements is that the two messages were written by Abu Salih 
(Nimr Salih), who held a press conference after receiving the replies in which 

he censured Syria and accused the Soviets of being Zionists. This forced Salah 
Khalaf to scold Abu Salih. Abu Iyad added that Abu Salih had been urging Abu 
‘Ammar to leave Lebanon for Athens, whereas he--Abu Salih--surprised everybody 

by leaving Lebanon for Damascus without notifying his command. 


Therefore, the intensifying information confrontation between Fatah leadership 


and Syria--an unprecedented tntenstfication in the history of the fluctuating 
relations between the two sides--destroy observers' hopes. 
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What is worth noting is that Pealstinian-Syrian relations have experienced 
periods of ebb and flow and have abounded with conflicting positions. 


Abu Iyad has pointed out that the first disagreement erupted in 1965 when the 
Syrian security authorities arrested the entire leadership of the resistance. 
Moreover, the 1970 events in Jordan and the refusal of President al-Asad, who 
was then the minister of defense, to fall in step with the rest cf the Syrian 
leadership and to intervene on the side of the resistance, for fear of expanding 
the confrontation and of the possibilities of Israeli and U.S. intervention, was 
reflected in lukewarm relations between Syria and the resistance from 1970 to 
1972. A violent confrontation erupted between the two sides in 1976 in the wake 
of the Syrian Army's entry into Lebanon and this confrontation characterized 
their relations until 1978. 


The question that persists is: Will the 12th mediation succeed or will the 


Palestinians come to the Arab summit with two organizations for the liberation 
of Palestine? 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


EDUCATION POLICY CRITICIZED FOR NOT MEETING DEVELOPMENT NEEDS 
Experts Examine Education Problems 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 773, 19 Oct 83 pp 3-11 


[Text] This is an issue of the future but, by the same token, it is one of 
the issues of the present. We raise it at this time to coincide with the 
beginning of the new school year. However, it is aimed at a deeper meaning 
than mere coincidence of this occasion. Our greater goal is to participate 
in enlightening the course of education so that, on the one hand, the aspira- 
tions of the development plan can be achieved, and, on the other hand, the 
needs of the country can be met. We believe, as do many others, that the 
guidance of the younger generations is not proceding entirely in conformity 
with the real needs of the economic and social framework of the country. 

For example, there is an abundance of graduates of the theoretical disciplines 
and a dearth of graduates of the scientific and applied disciplines. There 
is confusion among tens of thousands of our youth when answering this simple 
question: Which college should I choose? 


A youngster may know the answer to this question, but in many cases he may go 
astray. This means that much time, effort and money will be squandered and 
years in the life of the nation will be wasted. The youth are the future of 
this country. Everything that has been built here will be turned over to 
these youth tomorrow or the day after. Have the youth been adequately pre- 
pared--educationally--to assume this level of responsibility? 


This is the question that summarizes the most serious educational problem in 
our country. This is a question that the ministries of Education, Higher Edu- 
cation, and Planning must work together on to find the correct answer that 
will, God willing, lead to many benefits. 


To begin with, we can identify a number of the problem's aspects as follows: 
Which College do I Choose? 

1) Education up through high school is considered to be a stage that stands 
on its own. University education is a different stage altogether. Therefore, 


we must prepare and guide the high school student so that he can survive in 
the new stage. 
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What happens now is that when a student finishes high school he becomes the 
victim of severe self-doubt. He and his family are constantly trying to ans- 
wer the simple questions: Which college should I go to? Which department 
should I choose? The result is that thousands of students enter colleges and 
departments that they perhaps do not have the qualifications or inclinations 

to enter. They clearly enroll in colleges in a random or nearly random fash- 
ion. The enrollment is done by coincidence, with family influence, or by 
imitating friends. This method is simultaneously unscientific and unpractical. 


What happens next is well-known. The student, after spending one or two 
semesters in this department or that, discovers that he made the wrong deci- 
sion so he starts to transfer from one department to another. The student's 
years, the university's money, the country's time, and everyone's efforts are 
wasted. 


The universities should coordinate their efforts with the Ministry of Education 
and organize visits to the high schools to acquaint the students with the col- 
leges, departments, conditions of acceptance, and the materials studied. Or 
the high schools themselves should visit the universities to achieve the same 
goal. If this were done, we would save a lot of time, effort and money. 


2) The absence of guidance has made a large number of students in the scien- 
tific section in high school choose the humanities colleges. Their natural 
place is in the colleges of empirical and applied sciences. They do this seek- 
ing the easy way out or because they just want to get any university degree 
"because the state employs everybody.” Or perhaps they do it because they 

are prodded to by those around them. The result is that we lose thousands of 
science students that we are in the most desperate need of. Again, the reason 
is the lack of guidance for acceptance into the universities and the lack of 
joint efforts by those concerned to protect this tremendous human resource. 


Troubling Numbers 


3) This absence of guidance in our higher education has upset the equilibrium 
and does not serve the needs of the nation or its development plan. In the 
absence of a proper evaluation of the capabilities, qualifications and inclina- 
tions of the students, thousands of them will rush to the colleges of history, 
geography, psychology, sociology, economics, and management. This will tip 
the balance of education in our country toward the danger level. The natural 
result of this has been a glut of students in the theoretical colleges which 
will lead to a kind of masked unemployment for these students that will not 
please anybody. At the same time, the empirical and applied sciences colleges 
have suffered, and continue to suffer, from a shortage in the number of en- 
rollments. This will set this country back in terms of its ability to rely 

on the hands and minds of its sons for its great projects. 


The troubling numbers that were announced by Dr Hamud al-Badr, a trustee of 
King Sa'ud University, on the pages of AL-YAMAMAH, issue numbers 768 and 769, 
gave ample evidence of this point. 


He said that the number of students applying to the humanities departments is 
very troubling when compared to the number of students applying to the scientific 
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departments. He pointed to a study by the King Sa‘ud University and the King 
"Abd-al-'Aziz University, the two largest universities in the kingdom. This 
study states that 64.5 percent of all undergraduate students in the two univer- 
sities are studying on the theoretical side, and that only 26.4 percent of the 
graduates of the two universities are from the scientific departments compris- 
ing 15 colleges. 


Therefore, Dr al-Badr has demanded that stipends be discontinued for all stu- 
dents in the colleges of literature and administration. The state took this 
step previously when it withheld stipends from first year students in these 
two colleges. This demand represents one of the possible means for us to con- 
front the rise in the number of graduates from the theoretical colleges and 
the commensurate decline in the number of graduates from the empirical science 
colleges. 


Therefore, Dr al-Badr has also demanded that incentive stipends be allocated 

to students of medicine, engineering, and other fields, students whom the 
country truly needs, or that such a stipend, granted by the ministry or organi- 
zation that requires the specialty, be distributed by an internal board of 
representatives so that the stipend can be cut off if the student changes his 
specialty and a refund of the amount spent on him can be demanded. Another 
option is that there be specific grants to outstanding students who need them. 
This way they will be required to study in certain fields and will lose their 
grants if they change fields. 


This is the opinion of Dr Hamud al-Badr and it is an opinion that may help to 
confront the problem. However, we may suggest in this vein a review of the 
policy of hiring graduates. The policy should be changed so that the state 

is not obligated to hire graduates of the theoretical colleges other than those 
who are truly needed, and thus avoid a masked unemployment that would become a 
burden on the state, 


These are the dimensions of our issue for this week. As it appears to us now, 
it is not only an educational issue, but also a development issue to the extent 
that it effects the future. 


The opinion on this issue cannot be an isolated one, but must be shared by tne 
ministries of Education, Higher Education, and Planning, and officials respon- 
sible for technical education and vocational training. This issue is not a 
case of a single individual or ten or a thousand. It is an issue of thousands 
upon thousands of young people. 


With an issue such as this, we must seek the opinions of a group of university 


professors and officials, in addition to the administrators of the educational 
districts and men of the Ministry of Education. 


We Admit that we are Remiss 


We met first with His Excellency Dr Rashid al-Rajih, the president of Umm al- 
Qura University who said that it was necessary for the high school graduate to 
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have an idea of his educational future and to be aware that he 1s building his 
future on the basis of his studies in a certain field of education. He also 
said that the high school must be able to give its students some ideas in this 
reyard. We continued our interview as follows: 


[Question] And the universities... What 1s their responsibility in this re- 
gard? Let's take Umm al-Qura University as an example. 


[Answer] Umm al-Oura University is like other universities, We have created 
what is called an enrollment and registration guide. It contains clear ex- 
planations of the colleges, departments, and specialties found at the univer- 
sity. We also require that each department have professors who guide and 
supervise the students. This is called academic guidance, These things help 
the student choose the appropriate spectalization that corresponds with his 
actual capabilities and his educational psychological preparedness. 


[Question] Why doesn't the university itself send representatives from the 
acceptance and registration office to the high schools to acquaint students 
with the colleges, departments, and specializations? 


[Answer] This is a good thing. I am not saying that the university has done 
everything it should. However, I am saying that efforts are being exerted. 

We have visited some high schools and we have sent acceptance guides to other 
schools. Also, we have set up a summer program filled with lectures and meet- 
ings about acceptance and registration. 


[Question] Your Excellency, don't you think that the universities, in certain 
regards, have been remiss in suffictently playing their role concerning high 
school students that will be joining the universities? 


[Answer] We confess that we have been remiss, However, we are trying to do 
what is appropriate with the cooperation of the students. If the student does 
not cooperate with the university in general and with the department and regis- 
trar's office in particular, then he cannot possibly succeed in his studies, 


[Question] High school students are not only lacking in knowledge of the uni- 
versity departments, but they are also ignorant of school hours, how to regis-~ 
ter, how to drop and add classes, etc. Doesn't this make the problem truly 
complicated? 


[Answer] We are working to educate the students at the beginning of every 
semester, and have them meet with officials of the registrar's office so 

they will know everything about school hours, how to drop and add classes, etc. 
The guide that we distribute to them contains everything connected to the 
student at the unversity. 


(Ouestion] Why are there departments at Umm al-Qura University that refuse 
transfers, including the Islamic Media Department of al-Da'wah College? 


‘Answer] Each department has its own internal policy and it is not possible 


to tell any department what it must do. As long as a student freely enrolled 
in a department, he must continue there. You must know that some students 
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don't enroll in a department because they want to, but because they only want 
to register for a few credit hours. The university must stop this practice 
so that the educational process is not damaged. 


An Experiment from the College of Education 


The second interview in this survey was with Dr Muhammad Asad-Allah, the first 
secretary of Umm al-Qura University. His excellency admitted the problem and 
its importance at the beginning of his remarks. He said, "The problem of high 
school students who are unaware of the departments and colleges at the uni- 
versity is a problem that truly exists at the present time. I would like to 
add that the College of Education in Mecca is a successful experiment that 

was undertaken 4 years ago for this prupose. At that time the college sent 
invitations to ail high school juniors and seniors in Mecca to visit the col- 
lege and its departments. The schools responded to this initiative. This ex- 
periment was so successful that we have called for making this a general prac- 
tice on the college level for the entire university. The high school student 
can visit the college located in his city or the nearby colleges if possible." 


"This matter, however, is not the sole responsibility of the universities. 
The effort must be undertaken by the universities and the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, although the university's share of responsibility is greater in this 
matter.” 


Through my experience as dean of the College of Education I have noticed that 
if I do not send invitations to the principals of the schools, no one visits 
me. This means that there must be coordination between all concerned parties. 
School principals and administrators must have the same desire to become ac- 
quainted with the universities that the universities themselves have to pro- 
vide information to the high school students. 


Academic and Technical Guidance 


After surveying the opinions of university officials, it was necessary to sur- 
vey the opinions of education officials as well. Dr ‘Abdallah al-Zayd, super- 
intendant of education for the Western Province spoke with his usual frankness, 
He referred to the problem as "a tragic problem because our youth sometimes 
find themselves caught unawares when they are studying in a specialization 

that they did not choose because it corresponded with their capabilities, am- 
bitions, and hopes. The result is that the young person finds himself in a 
true bind. 


"We have tried to find a way to solve this problem by initiating field trips 
for students in public schools conducted by registration officials and the 
various colleges. 


"Tl have noticed, first through my experience in the university and second 
through my experience in [public] education, that the military colleges try 
harder to contact our graduates from the public schools, especially the high 
schools. They have succeeded in expanding the segment of students signing 

up for a military education, This means that such a method is successful and 
desirable, 
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"To say this, however, does not detract from the acknowledgment that we, too, 
have a successful experiment in this field in the comprehensive high schools. 
Academic guidance is a basic part of the activities of these schools. We have 
implemented a credit hour system in these high schools that is identical to 
the university system and each student has an academic counselor. Therefore, 
the student in the comprehensive high school becomes accustomed to university 
learning more quickly than his colleague in the regular high schools. 


"In my view, the solution is to require academic guidance or vocational gui- 
dance in the public schools, especially the high schools. I believe that 
the matter is on the verge of being solved, particularly since the Higher 
Committee for Education Policy has decided to spread the comprehensive high 
school method to all schools. 


"I may go farther than this and request that there be academic and vocational 
guidance in the junior high schools as well because we require mid-level work- 
ers and do not, in every case, require the specialists who go to the univer- 
sities." 


[Question] Do you think that the universities have played their role in 
counseling and guiding the high school student? 


[Answer] Some of them exert intense efforts and some of them don't give this 
matter the attention it deserves. 


[Question] What is your opinion of students in the science department who 
join the humanities department? 


[Answer] The reason for this is that these students were not given enough 
guidance in the public schools for them to choose the scientific specializa- 
tions. If these students had been given sound guidance based on their educa- 
tional and mental capabilities and their personal desires, they would not 

have gone in the wrong direction. This reveals the importance of the issue 
(vou have] raised, and the importance of early academic and vocational guidance 
in secondary education. 


[Question] Your Excellency, you have called for supervision of acceptance 
into the universities, for students only to be accepted into the humanities 
departments based on need because of the glut of graduates from these depart- 
ments. How would such supervision be accomplished? 


[Answer] We are currently implementing an ambitious development plan in our 
country. I believe that the Ministry of Planning must intervene with other 
ffictals concerned with the issue of education, particularly in university, 
vocational and public education, to supervise the flow of students and their 
acceptance according to the true needs of the plan because, as a nation, we 
must do without imported labor either now or in the future. It is impossible 
to dispense with this [foreign] labor via this indiscriminate method that 

we see in public and university education. The glut that you mentioned in 
all of the humanities specializations is clear proof of what we are saying. 











This supervision must also take place with the science and humanities speciali- 
zations. Even within the specializations there is no planning or direction. 

We do not want indiscriminate supervision, but supervision linked to the 

plan needed by the country. Perhaps the Higher Committee for Education Policy 
will take a decision concerning this matter so that we can provide the labor 
that is truly needed. 


This is the opinion of Dr ‘Abdallah al-Zayd. It is a sound opinion that re- 
quires consideration and action. Such an opinion is complemented by examining 
the issue from another point of view, the point of view of the registar. 


We Limited Enrollment in the Theoretical Colleges 


We met with Dr Rida Kabili, the head of the registrar's office at King ‘Abd-al- 
"Aziz University in Jiddah. We had a discussion with him that included as much 
opinion as fact. 


[Question] First, what has King ‘Abd-al-'Aziz University, for example, done 
to acquaint high school students with the university's colleges and departments? 


[Answer] The university has created a group of committees to visit the high 
schools. These committees have visited 15 schools in Jiddah and high schools 
in the northern and southern provinces. This means that we have covered the 
high schools located along the entire west coast. These committees took along 
guide books of the colleges and departments of the university, and answered 
the students’ questions, We found them to have a high level of awareness. 


[Question] If they had such a high level of awareness, then why do they change 
go often from one department to another and from one college to another? 


[Answer] The transfers are attributable basically to the fact that the stu- 
dents with a high enough average did not decide which college to enter. Also, 
their idea of university study is unclear (!!). 


However, most of the students who transfer from college to college, or from 
department to department do it because they did not have a high enough average 
to enter the college they wanted. This opportunity to transfer, made possible 
by the credit hour system, makes it easy for the student to study in the de- 
partment he wants but couldn't join in the beginning. Therefore, there are 
many students transferring from the sciences to engineering, for example. 

This is natural, The thing we are trying as much as possible to cut back on 
is the transfer from the various colleges to the College of Business and Ad- 
minfstration because of the preponderance of students there, 


[Question] What is your position on the tendency of students to enroll in the 
humanities and leave the sciences? 


[Answer] We have taken steps in this regard and limited the enrollment in the 
humanities colleges. I will give you some examples. In 1403-1404 A.H. (1982- 
1983) we accepted 250 students into the College of Humanities. Prior to that 
we have been accepting 600 to 700 students. In the College of Fconomics we 











accepted 150 students, whereas we were accepting 700 students 2 years before. 
This means that we have tried to control the situation to be consistent with 
and not exceed the development plan. 


[Question] You have reduced the enrollment to King ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz University 
to less than half. Is this what you mean by being consistent with the plan? 


[Answer] We reduced enrollment by a third, not a half. In so doing we are 
not closing the university's doors to students, but are supervising enrollment. 
Therefore, we must call on our youth to enroll in technical and vocational 
schools and stay away from the universities. The universities are graduating 
large numbers of students and the placement office is having a difficult time 
finding employment for all of them. 


[Question] What is your opinion about giving incentives to those students 
who go to the exotic sciences colleges? 


[Answer] The younger generation's idea of a university diploma must change 
so that the incentive for education will be to serve the country. 


[Question] We often find an outstanding student studying science in high 
school, and then are surprised to discover that he has enrolled in a theoreti- 
cal college. Are there any controls to correct the path of such a student? 


[Answer] This type of student is choosing the shortest path to a diploma be- 
cause he wants to achieve his goals quickly. These goals may be employment, 
business or marriage, On our part, we are trying to cut back on the movement 
of students between colleges and place conditions on transfers. We are also 
trying to change the opinions of students who leave the empirical colleges 
for the theoretical colleges. We have actually succeeded in changing the 
views of a larye number of students. 


The Critical Stage 


Professor Fu'ad Salih ‘Abd-al-Hayy is the chairman of the registrar's office 
at Umm al-QOura University. He goes to the heart of the problem when he says, 
"It lies with the student's confusion when he is choosing his specialization 
and defining the path of his future life, and there is no one at school or at 
home to counsel of guide him. 


"We find that the student here faces many choices, influences and desires. 
There may be a friend telling him to join the College of Economics. There 
may be a relative who wants him to sign up with him in the Internal Security 
Academy. His father, however, may want him to become an engineer or a doctor. 


"The student may either be lucky and avoid all of these influences and choose 
what he wants in accordance with his inclinations and capabilities, or he may 
be unlucky and choose something under the influence of others that does not 
coincide with inclinations. 
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"At this point the student begins to grope and move from one field to another. 
A valuable period of his life is wasted until he settles down and finds his 
niche. 


"Therefore, the high school stage is considered to be the critical stage in 
the students educational life. During this period he is in the greatest 
need of someone to help him discover his strengths, weaknesses, inclinations 
and capabilities, and to guide him to what is best and most appropriate for 
him. 


"The Ministry of Education has recently taken note of this matter and has es- 
tablished a special administration for student counseling. It has also begun 
to implement certain counseling programs. If there were coordination on this 
matter between all the universities in the kingdom and officials in the Minis- 
try of Education, it would lead to an improved situation wherein the student 
would follow the correct course in his studies and choose the proper speciali- 
zation for his inclinations and capabilities." 


[It is worth noting here that the chairman of the registrar's office at Umm al- 
Qura University took a positive step in this field. He established an academic 
counseling department for students. 


The students have an aversion for the science departments--and this is the 

other side of the problem. There is a group of factors behind this problem, 
including: a lack of counseling and guidance, the organization and contents 
of science course materials, and the method of teaching scientific material. 


The student must be guided according to his inclinations. There must a review 
of the contents of science course materials. Teachers must be trained who are 
qualified to teach these materials. If all of this were done, students would 
automatically go into the scientific specializations. There are so many stu- 
dents who have the ability, the preparation, and sometimes the natural talent 
for scientific material, but who avoid studying the sciences merely because 
they have heard from other students how difficult it is and there is no one 

to guide and advise them, or because of the books, the training aids and the 
existing laboratortes, or because of an unqualified teacher or an outmoded 
teaching method. 


Brief Visist are Insufficient 

"Abd-al-Rahman al-Zayd, the director of the Registration, Schedules and Records 
Administration at Umm al-Qura University, shares his opinion with us on this 
issue. 

[Question] What has the university provided to high school students? 

[Answer] The current role played by the university concerning high school 


students involves nothing more than an exchange of brief visits to provide 
some information about the university and its colleges. 
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At the beginning of the school year, the universities begin to receive the 
newly enrolled students. The actual role of the universities begins with 
personal interviews to determine who they will accept. This is an insuffi- 
clent role, just as the results of the high school exam are considered to be 
an insufficient measure for determining the appropriate specialization for 

a student. 


Therefore, it is my opinion that the universities should set aside a period 
of time devoted to counseling the student in the choice of specializations. 
This period must precede the acceptance period so that the student can think 
quietly about his decision, considering his actual capabilities and future 
ambitions. 


[Question] What about the great tendency [to choose] the humanities colleges 
over the scientific colleges? 


[Answer] The country’s need for qualified young people to participate in de- 
velopment is not limited to university students only, but also includes those 
who are qualified militarily, vocationally, etc. 


However, it is obvious now that acceptance to the universitivs is wide open 
to all high school graduates. Each year thousands of students are accepted 
and the number increases year after year without a commensurate increase in 
the members of the teaching staff and administration. This undoubtedly re- 
flects on the services offered to the student. 


Therefore, the universities must only accept students within the limits of 
its academic capabilities. Acceptance should be linked to the actual need of 
each theoretical or empirical specialization based on statistics linked to 
the execution of development >olans, 


From another standpoint, it is clear that some specializations are adequately 
filled, yet [students] are still being accepted in these specializations, and 
in increasing numbers. The problem becomes clear when the graduate has a dif- 
ficult time finding appropriate employment. We must determine the amount of 
need for each spectalization and if the need has been satisfied, the door of 
acceptance should be closed immediately because the true indication of univer- 
sity participation in implementing development plans does not lie in increas- 
ing the number of specialists already available but in providing the special- 
ists who fulfill the real needs of society. 

[Question] What is the cause of the spreading phenomenon of changing special- 
izations? 


(‘Answer] Students change specializations for two reasons: first, because of 
the absence of the requisite educational counseling and second, because of the 
uncertainty of the future of this specialization when the student joins the 
university. The proof of this is that some students are changing their speci- 
alizations despite their increased accumulated average. 
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Changing specializations is a phenomenon that requires a scientific study with 
the aim of providing the greatest amount of stability possible to the univer- 
sity student. I believe that to end this phenomenon the following points must 
be considered: 


1) The personal interview in itself does not provide a sufficient measure to 
determine the capabilities of the student. I believe that a student can be 
accepted without a personal interview as long as acceptance is conditional 
upon scheduling one or two appointments for more than one specialization that 
the student would like to enroll in. 


2) It would be better if the Ministry of Education specified specializations 
in high school so that the student could choose a university specialization 
with ease, 


The Desires of Friends and Relatives 


The question that we began this subject with remains: Where does the high 
school graduate go? 


The answer, with which we conclude the opinions, is that of Nayif Hamid Hammam, 
a teacher and student counselor at a Mecca high school. 


[Question] Where does the high school graduate go? 


[Answer] This is a large question in the minds of many, perhaps foremost in 
the mind of the student himself, but we must not forget the parents and the 
family who are equally concerned. 


The high school student is faced with the same confusion when he moves from 
his freshman year: Where do I go, to the sciences section or the humanities 
section? 


Often the answer to this question is determined by imitating colleagues, rela- 
tives and friends or by following their desires, and not by considering, or 

if so only slightly, the true inclinations and actual capabilities of the 
student. The student may go to a certain section in response to the desires 

of his parents and family. In the end when the student graduates from high 
school he is confronted with this large question: Where do I go? Should I 
enroll in one of the university colleges, or go into a training or technical 
program, or go to work? The result of this confusion and non-determination 

of inclinations and educational path from the beginning is that many students 
will join a certain college in the same random way that they choose a field 

of specialization in high school, or they will choose a field by imitating 
others or under the influence of others. The students educational life, there- 
fore, becomes a field for experimentation and attempts to discover what is 

a correct course and what is a mistake. In many cases the price paid for this 
is valuable years of the students youth. An indication of this is what we hear 
from university officials about the large number of students on academic pro- 
bation, some of whom fail and are evicted from the unviersity resulting in a 
loss of education, money, material and time, in addition to the negative psycho- 
logical effects of failure. 
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Therefore, how do our youth avoid this awful outcome, and ho do our univer- 
sities and our nation avoid this loss? This is the question. 


Each of our guests answered this question in his own way. They all, however, 
agree that there is a problem, a real problem. The problem is not that the 
student has chosen this college or that, or that there is a shortage of scien- 
tific spectalists and a glut of students in theoretical sciences and the human- 
ities. These are symptoms of the disease. The disease itself goes much 
deeper than this. The problem, in short, is how to guide the resource of this 
nation’s youth in the direction we want, a direction consistent with the am- 
bitions of the nation and its development plans. It is an issue of human re- 
sources and how we will take advantage of them. It is an issue of man, the 
maker of the present and the builder of the future. This means that it is an 
issue of this nation. Should a fateful matter such as this be handled in the 
indiscriminate manner that our guests talked about on these pages? Or does 
the matter require intervention with early action in order to guide and direct 
the valuable assets of this country in the direction we desire? 


We believe that the issue is much deeper than what appears from the question: 
Which college should I choose? If we understand the issue in this way, then 
we have grasped the beginning of the correct solution. The solution to any 
problem begins with an understanding of it. 


Technical, Vocational Training Urged 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 6 Oct 83 p 7 


[Text] In the weekly feature of AL-YAMAMAH magazine Dr Hamud al-Badr spoke 
of the negative aspects of the large numbers of graduates from the kingdom's 
universities and the tendency of many of these students to pursue theoretical 
studies. As an example of this, the doctor noted that at King Sa‘’ud Univer- 
sity 42 percent of all students are studying the theoretical sciences. 


A few days ago the papers carried the news that the number of students accepted 
to King Sa'ud University this year was over 5,000. For anyone who is following 
the progress of development in the Kingdom and who is aware of the 5-year plan's 
goals, including the creation of a technically qualified cadre of people, these 
numbers raise the question: Is the nation benefiting from these huge numbers 

of registered graduates? 


This question is raised by the nature of the coming stage of the nation's economy 
which will depend on a diversification of sources of income in addition to the 
major source of income, oil. There is no doubt that agriculture, through this 
positive attention paid to it, will be an important feature of the national 
economy in the near future. This is also the case with heavy industry. The 
erofects of the Roval Authority of al-Jubayl and Yanbu’ are a promising begin- 
ning and represent tie firm base of heavy industry. 


o e “ C « P , an a s ao 
Duplication of Spe falizations 


A disucssion of universities leads to a discussion of the existing duplication 
of spectalizations within a single university and between the other universities 
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of the kingdom. For example, the universities of the kingdom are not without 
history departments. In fact, King Sa‘ud University has two history depart- 
ments, one in the College of Humanities and another in the College of Educa- 
tion, although the latter is subordinate in other ways to the former. 


This duplication removes students who otherwise might have gone into fields 
that benefit the nation. 


The problem is not limited to this specialization alone. If we consider jour- 
nalism we see that our universities are racing to open journalism departments 
and provide this type of education, knowing full well that journalists are not 
produced academically and that the country does not need such large numbers of 
graduates from journalism departments. The scarcity of qualified people in 
this field means that the acceptance of poor quality is inevitable. This, in 
turn, reflects on the quality of graduates from these departments. Since these 
departments have become a reality, they would be better off to focus on the 
practical side of this field, such as newspaper editing, television production 
and research in the field of public relations. 


Graduating this practical kind of student is more beneficial to the nation 
than graduating journalists who practice journalism in air conditioned offices. 


What is the usefulness of these specializations? 


There are theoretical studies that I believe do not benefit the student when 
he comes into the field of real life. For example, consider geography and 
history. Except for [possibly becoming] teachers who teach students these 
subjects that were learned in college, how is the student who graduates from 
either of these departments benefited when he is hired in a clerical job, as 
is usually the case, or an administrative job as long as we are trying to 
graduate university professors? We should be teaching them administrative 
and organizational methods and other things that increase their level of em- 
ployment preparedness. Therefore, these specializations must be limited to 
people who will teach after they graduate. 


The Archeology Departmgent.... Why? 


In the College of Humanities at King Sa‘ud University there is a department 
of archeology that graduates no fewer than 25 students annually. What was 
said about the history and geography departments can be said more urgently 
about this department. 


The kingdom, regardless of the amount of antiquities it has, does not need 
this number of graduates annually. In fact, I saw one of the graduates of 
this department who is working in a ministry that has no connection whatsoever 
with archeology. The best thing to do would be to turn this department into 
an independent, specialized institute that only accepts as many students as 
the country needs. The measure should not be a question of how many, but a 
question of how [to accommodate these students], because any archeological 
site doesn't need more than one archeologist and a team of diggers. 
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Vocational Centers 


The state set up vocational centers to attract students who fell behind in their 
high school or university studies. However, these centers, considering the im- 
portance of the role that they play, have not yet reached the desired level. 

It is well-known that these centers seek to train skilled workers and not career 
technicians who in the future, given the continued influx of complicated tech- 
nological equipment, will work in advanced careers, not just in welding or 
simple radio electronics, which is what these centers focus on now. It is, 
therefore, necessary to develop these centers by raising the qualifications of 
the professors and instructors and introducing modern methods. 


The SABIC Experiment 


The Saudi Arabian Basic Industries Corporation [SABIC] undertook to send stu- 
dents carrying a junior high school certificate to the United States and other 
countries to train them to manage the factories that were built in al-Jubayl 
and Yanbu’, Those who are sent abroad are obviously very young and, therefore, 
incapable of benefiting from such courses, There are many reasons for this. 
The most significant is that the student is not seeking work, but is seeking 
to be sent abroad. In addition, their presence in these societies coupled 
with their young age has negative effects. They don't learn very much. In 
fact, some of them withdraw from the course before it is completed. I believe 
that to redress this problem the students should be trained inside the kingdom 
at centers set up by the company. In this way we are sure that the student 
comes to study and not to travel. The language problem can also be solved 
with intensive English language programs such as the one at King Sa'ud Univer- 
sity. With coordinated efforts by the universities, the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and the Management Institute, it is possible to set up such an intensive 
language program. 


Spread of Technical Colleges 


Perhaps the most improtant step that has been taken by the state to stop the 
phenomenon of students rushing to the universities and, in particular, the 
theoretical colleges, is the establishment of a technical college and, before 
that, the transfer of technical and vocational education to an independent 
government agency. 


It is necessary now to spread these colleges to the kingdom's heavily populated 
regions with an effort to maintain the high level of education in these colleges. 
The level of the electronics specialist in these colleges should be no lower 

than the level of his counterpart in the electronics department of the college 

of engineering. The goal behind opening up this type of college is to offer 

the high school graduate more options, not to make studying easier for him at 

the expense of the level and quality of education. 


Acceptance in the University 


We return now to the beginning and the number of students that, as we mentioned, 
were accepted by King Sa'ud University for the current school year. The university 
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should raise the cutoff grade [of the high school exam] to 70 percent for stu- 
dents to be accepted. Anyone below this should be required to study in the 
vocational or applied fields if he wants to continue his education. Also, the 
university should encourage students to study the applied sciences by following 
the suggestions given by Dr Hamud al-Badr in the AL-YAMAMAH article, by raising 
the cutoff grades for acceptance into the theoretical colleges, or by intro- 
ducing any incentives that serve this goal. 


A Final Word 


The country’s need for a specialized, technical workforce dictates that prompt, 
studied measures be taken to limit the impulse to study the humanities and the 
theoretical sciences that the country does not have a great need for. 


The universities annually produce thousands of graduates. The percentage of 
those that are doctors, engineers or chemists does not exceed 20 percent. 

The remainder get jobs in offices and represent a kind of covered up umemploy- 
ment and an increase in the bureaucracy. 


Therefore, an approach to education must include guidance that coincides with 
the nature of the coming phase that the country will enter. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


ABU DHABI RECORDS LARGE RISE IN FOOD IMPORTS 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 9 Oct 83 p 12 


/Article by [brahim Ahmad: "Food Imports Have Increased 26.9 Percent, and 
Re-exporting Has Risen 62.3 Percent"/ 


/Text/ The food imported by the Emirates through Dubayy during the first 5 
months of this year amounted to 249,059 tons valued at 867.1 million dirhams. 


for the same period last year, the amount imported was 275,052 tons valued at 
si! ‘on dirhams. This means a 26.9 percent increase in the volume of 
ris ocurred, as well as an increase of 10.1 percent in their value. 


of this was noted by sources and statistics from the Dubayy Chamber of 
eres and Industry. The chamber said that during the first 5 months of 1983 
‘xports amounted to 4,627 tons valued at 17.29 million dirhams. During the 
sane period in 1982, exports amounted to 3,825 tons valued at 18.49 million 


dirnams. This means that the volume of exports rose 21 percent, while their 
vilue fell 6 percent. The volume of re-exports reached 115,262 tons valued at 
‘.54 million dirhams, as compated to 71,036 tons valued at 164 million dirhams 


or the same period last year. This means that re-export volume rose 6.23 
nercent, while the value of re-exports rose 60.7 percent. 


Sources from the Dubayy Chamber of Commerce and Industry noted that the retail 


price leve! for rice had stayed stable, while wholesale prices had witnessed 
insiynificant fluctuations. Moreover, local prices in the wheat and wheat flour 
market cort’nu d to be stable during July and August. World market indicators 
‘int to . :°ticeable improvement in wheat and flour prices in favor of the 
seller as a result of the sharp drop in wheat and corn production in the United 


tates due ro bad weather. The fall in corn production is estimated at 40 
« that in wheat is estimated at 14 percent. 


.ust, »usar prices on the local market fell slightly to between 61 and 62 
Js ss per 5U «xilogram sack. This compares with a price of 63 to 66 dirhams 
ia July. The retail price was steady and unchanging, although the world market 
was characterized by fluctuation and worry following the sudden increase in 
prices, which reached their peak at the end of July. At that time, the price 
per ton was 193.6 pounds sterling. This is as high as sugar has gone since 
August 1981. 
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Wholesale coffee prices improved slightly during August, while there was no 
change in the retail price. Similarly, the prices on the local tea market 


showed no change, despite the increase in world prices due to the disturbances 
in Sri Lanka. 


Stability ruled both the retail and the wholesale prices of vegetable oils and 
cooking butter in August, despite the increase in the prices of vegetable seed 
oils on the world markets. Specialists expected word output of oil seeds to 


drop more than eight percent, leading to world shortage which has not seen the 
like since 1973/1982. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


GCC GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT RISES 
Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 31 Aug 83 p 2 
[Article: "GCC Gross Domestic Product Rises by $12.7 Billion in a Year"] 


(Text] The gross domestic product of the Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC] 
member states materialized a $12,/717,000,000 increase in one year. It 
reached $196,712,000,000 in 1981, compared with $183,995,000,000 in 1980 

at market prices and with an average increase of 7 percent. This information 
was reported in the recently released economic bulletin of the central 

banks and monetary institutions of the Arab Gulf states. 


The economic bulletin pointed out that the CDP in the mining sector 

occupied the major part of the sectors composing the CDP. It reached 

5.04 billion computational Arab dinars in the emirates, or the equivalent 

of 63 percent of the domestic product there; about 328.4 million in Bahrain, 
or 29.4 percent of the GDP; 27.91 billion in Saudi Arabia, or the equivalent 
of 61.9 percent; about 1.3 billion in Oman, or the equivalent of 55.4 
percent; and 2.94 million computational Arab dinars (each equals 3 SDRs) 

in Kuwait, or the equivalent of 48.5 percent. No information was 

available on the GDP in the state of Qatar. 


The construction sector came almost second in respect to the components 

of the GDP. It reached 700 million computational ARab dinars in U.A.E., 
and 4.99 billion in Saudi Arabia. But it is much less in the rest of the 
council's member states. It reached only 86 million in Bahrain, 114 
million dinars in Oman and 300.9 million in Kuwait. Various other sectors 
made up a good share of the council states’ GDP, such as the sectors of 
financing, insurance, real estate, business services as well as wholesale 
and retail trade, restaurants, hotels and transforming industries 
(especially in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait), agriculture and fishing. 


12357 
CSO: 4404/6616 


6] 








UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


LABOR MINISTRY STUDIES EXPATRIATE STATISTICS 
Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 31 Aug 83 p 2 


[Article: "59 Percent of Government and Public Administration Personnel 
Are Nationals. Highest Private Enterprise Is in Agriculture and Fishing"] 


[Text] The Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs expected an increasing 

and continuing dependence on foreign labor in the country during the coming 
years. It said that the participation of citizens in the labor force 

seems to be low in many sectors. It does not exceed 2 percent in the 
building and construction sector where a total of 142.7 thousand workers 
are engaged. In the oil-related sector, nationals make only about 3.5 
percent. 


National labor force has increased only in one sector--the government and 
public administration sector where 72,000 are employed, including 41,000 
nationals, or 58 percent. But the percentage of the national force in 

the other sectors does not exceed 12.1 percent of the total manpower in 
the country. It is 5.3 percent in the transportation and communication 
sector, 4.9 percent in commerce and hotels, 3.1 percent in transforming 
industries, and 22 percent in agriculture and fishing. The national labor 
force participation thus drops from 15.3 percent in 1975 down to the 
current percentage, which is about 3 percent lower. Meanwhile, foreign 
labor force increased by 92 percent during only 5 years. 


[In its recent study on labor force, the ministry said that the percentage 
of foreign labor, especially in the production sectors, is higher than in 
any other Gulf state. National labor has reached 18.9 in Qatar, the second 
state in order of dependence on foreign labor after UAE, followed by 

Kuwait where national labor contributes 30.6 percent; Saudi Arabia, 5/7 
percent; and Bahrain, 60.4 percent. 


Statistics show that the drop of the national labor participation in some 
Gulf states is not due to labor shortage as much as to nationals’ poor 
interest in integration with development plans. National participation in 
the labor force did not exceed 25 percent of the population in the best 
cases. The percentage of the national labor force to the total population 
during the past years was 22.4 percent in Saudi Arabia, 19.44 percent in 
Kuwait, 22.5 percent in UAE, 21.4 percent in Bahrain, 18.4 percent in Qatar 
and 24.9 percent in Oman. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


UMM AL-NAR REFINERY EXPANDS FACILITIES 


Abu Dhabi AKHBAR AL-BITRUL WA AL-SINA'AH in Arabic No 148, Oct 83 pp 4-5 


/Article by Thabit Hasan: "The Project To Expand the Umm al-Nar Refinery"/ 


/Text/ The Umm al-Nar refinery is considered cne of the country's important 
production projects, since it meets a large share of Abu Dhabi's needs for 
petroleum derivatives. 


The Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC), which is in charge of the refinery, 
has made an important decision. It has decided to raise the refinery's production 
level from 14,000 barrels a day to 75,000 barrels a day, following the completion 
of the expansion operations which will enable the refinery to absorb this increase 
in production. It has been decided that the increase will meet ¢bu Dhabi's need 
for refined petroleum until 1995. 


His Higness Shaykh Tahnun bin Muhammad, chairman of the board of ADNOC and the 
ruler's representative in the eastern region, signed the expansion agreement 
with Lico Corporation in 1980. The studies of this project were begun in 1978, 
on the condition that, as the agreement stated, it would be completed within a 
}4-month period beyinning in July 1980 and ending in June 1983. 

The {mportance cof the Project 

Eng Hasan Salman, director of the department of transportation and industrializa- 
tion in ADNOC, held a press conference on 30 August last year at which he spoke 
of the importance of this great project, through which the productive capacity 

of the Umm al-Nar refinery will be increased by 60,000 barrels a day. This 
quantity has been calculated to meet all Abu Dhabi's needs for the various 
petroleum derivatives like benzene, naphtalene, kerosene, etc., until the middle 
of the next decade. Anything above and beyond the country's needs will be 
exported through the export port. It has been decided to build the port along 
with the expansion activities. 


Hasan Salman said, "ADNOC signed an agreement with Lico Corporation for the 
expansion of the Umm al-Nar refinery on the basis of the increasing cost method, 


which means that the contract was given to this company after the project was 
opened to bidding. ADNOC chose to execute the project in this way in order to 
increase utility in the following areas: 
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First: the training of local Arab workers in the use of the equipment and 
machinery in order to create a trained, national, Arab work force capable of 
handling the work in the future. This is one of the positive policies ADNOC 
is following in this area. Thus, the company will oversee all stages in the 
construction of the refinery, beginning with the studies and plans and ending 
with the installation and operation of the equipment. 


Second: This method will lower the total cost by as much as 50 percent at 

some stages. When the increasing cost method is used, the value of these savings 
on the total cost of the expansion project is about $85 million. That is, the 
cost as currently calculated is estimated to be $200 million. As Eng Hasan 
Salman made clear, this is less than the $285 million the project would cost 

if the "turnkey" method were used. 


In addition, Arab experience in the oil industry, especially in refining, makes 
NOC the best company to oversee the actual execution of every contract. 


Dividing the Contracts 


Eng Hasan Salman explained that ADNOC was following the method of dividing up 
the contracts, since this makes work, execution and followup easy. Therefore, 
the company has contracted a number of agreements for the execution of this 
project. These agreements are: 


l. A study of the soil and how to deal with it, and a report on whether or not 
the additions can be built on it. In addition, it is being treated in several 

ways. Cavities in the ground have been filled with mixed cement, so that it is 
strong and coherent. 


2. The agreement for preparing the site. One hundred percent of it has been 
executed, meaning that about 20,000 cubic meters have been dug up and refilled. 
In addition, about 90,000 cubic meters have been handled in ground leveling 
operations. 


3. An agreement on civil engineering activites. Ninety percent of this agreement 
has been implemented. In executing it, 10,000 cubic meters of reinforced founda- 

tion concrete were used, in addition to 650 tons of iron. It took 500 workers 

to carry it out. 

4. An agreement to build the storage tanks. Thus, 33 tanks with a capacity of 
i quarter million cubic meters were installed. To build these tanks, which are 

of varying capacity, 5,100 tons of iron were used. The work was executed with 

136 workers. It is 82 percent complete. 


>». An agreement for general mechanical work. It is divided into two main parts: 
general units and completion of units and public utilities. The former are 60 
percent complete. The work was done by 450 workers. As of now, the latter are 
42 percent complete. The work was done by 292 workers. 


6. An agreement for structural work, which is 86 percent complete. The building 
was done by 138 workers. 
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/. An agreement on thermal insulation equipment and devices which will keep 
the temperature of the products at normal levels. The work is 6.5 percent 
complete, because it is the last phase of the project. The work has been done 
by about 45 men. 


8. An agreement for painting the tanks, etc. At this date, the work is four 
percent complete. It is being done by 47 workers. Engineer Salman explained 
that this large project has a total of about 2,100 workers. They are working 
at the building site. Ten engineers from ADNOC are doing the followup on the 
work at Umm al-Nar. 


Project Annexes 


One of the important annexes of the project for the expansion of the Umm al-Nar 
refinery is the construction of a sea harbor adjacent to the production site on 
the island of Umm al-Nar. Its pier will be 50 meters long, and it will be able 
to receive ships with a capacity of 1,000 tons to 20,000 tons. ADNOC has 
supervised this project. It is now in the initial construciton stages. The 
port will export surplus produciton. 


The port will have two platforms. Each will be 14 meters wide. They will be 
separated by a distance of 270 meters. Work on this port will be completed in 
the middle of July next year. The port will receive ships from the port of 
Zayid at Abu Dhabi in order to transfer refined petroleum. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


ELECTRICITY PROJECTS RECEIVE 4 BILLION DiRHAMS 
Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 31 Aug 83 p 2 


[Article: "4 Billion Dirhams for Electricity Projects in 1982 Investment 
Program” | 


[Text] Projects of the Ministry of Electricity and Water won absolute 
priority in the volume of appropriations within the framework of the 1982 
State investment program. Total cost of these projects was up to 
4,108,149,000 dirhams, or 28 percent of the total cost of projects in 
the state's general investment program for last year. 


A followup report by the Ministry of Planning points out that the 
Ministry of Electricity and Water has 85 projects that are being 
implemented by the Ministry! 32 of these projects have actually been 
implemented, while 42 projects are being implemented; 11 projects are 
still in the preparatory stage at consultant's offices. 


The report mentioned that the ministry's new projects include the 
electrification of the west coast at a cost of 71 million dirhams, 

the electrification of Falaj al-Mi'alla at a cost of 2.18 million dirhams, 
expanding Daba station by increasing its capacity 6 megawatts at a cost 

of 12 million dirhams. 


The various electric power, transformation and relay stations will be 
linked together, and a telecommunication system will be installed at a 
cost of 5 million dirhams. 


A test lab and three standardization and control apparatuses will be 
established in various places at a cost of 4 million dirhams. 


The new projects also include building employees centers in Masfut, 
Masafi and Izn at a cost of 3.6 million dirhams, conducting feasibility 
studies for the construction of energy diversion facilities using wind 
and solar energy at a cost of 500,000 dirhams, studying the development 
of the new power station site in Qadfa’ at a cost of 4 million dirhams, 
establishing an air line to connect Daba Masafi with the transforma* ‘on 
stations at a cost of 15 million dirhams, and establishing an air line 
between Falaj al-Mu’alla and al-Zayd at a cost of 3 million dirhams. 
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The new projects include establishing a central station for 
coast costing 1,400,900,000 dirhams, establishing air lines 
voltage distribution stations to connect the electric power 
formation stations of the ministry at a cost of 230 million 
and constructing a station for treating water and lessening 


the western 
and high 
and trans- 
dirhams 
salinity in 


‘Ajman at a cost of 37 million dirhams, establishing a desalting station 
with a daily capacity of 4 million gallons in the eastern region at a cost 
of 190 million dirhams, and, finally, the establishment of water treat- 
ment and desalinization stations in various parts of the northern emirates 


at a cost of 84 million dirhams. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


CENTRAL BANK DETAILS CREDITS FOR VARIOUS SECTORS 
Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 9 Sep 83 p 6 


[Article: "Bank Credits for 1982 Are 36 Billion Dirhams and Bank Assets 
are 35 Billion”] 


[Text] The bank credit value of the economic activities based in the 
Emirates during the past year came to about 36.7 billion dirhams, and 
in Abu Dhabi alone, it amounted to around 13 billion dirhams. 


The commercial sector held first place, since it came to about 13.8 billion 
dirhams. It was followed by the construction sector, which amounted to 
about 10.3 billion dirhams. 


This was indicated by central bank sources. They referred to the big 
development in bank credits (the computing of economic activity) based 
in the country compared with the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. 


These sources indicated that bank credit last year was distributed as 
follows: 


Sector The Whole Country Abu Dhabi 
(In millions of dirhams) 

Agriculture 109 73 

Mines and Minerals 195 141 

Industry 1994 529 

Electricity, Gas & Water 0.7 - 

Construction 10336 5567 

Buildings 7817 

Commerce 13854 3432 

Other 2519 1488 


The overall assets of the commercial banks in Abu Dhabi last year amounted 
to about 20.3 billion dirhams, compared to that of the whole country, 
which came to about 35 billion dirhams, while all foreign liabilities in 
Abu Dhabi came to about 17 billion, compared to the total liabilities 

of the country of about 26.5 billion. 
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This appeared in statistics issued recently by the Office of Planning 
in Abu Dhabi, which indicated the large growth in the value of assets 
and liabilities during the last 5 years. 


The statistics indicate that the foreign assets are of current deposits 
because the banks abroad have gained first place, since last year, in 
Abu Dhabi they amounted to about 15.7 billion dollars [sic] and in the 
whole country, about 22.9 billion dirhams. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


GUEST WORKERS TAKE OVER NATIVE HOUSING 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 9 Oct 83 p 3 


/Article: "The People Are Leaving Their Old Areas and the Foreign Workers Are 
Inheriting Them"/ 


/Text/ The talk about the foreign workers in the region does not seem to be 
concocted or exaggerated. Everyone feels their presence at home, with the 
Ceylonese nurse, the Malabarese boy, the Pakistani driver, etc. As soon as one 
goes out into the street, one is surprised by the picture one sees, which is 
bigger in magnitude and broader still. This is especially true on a Friday. 

At such times, we do not need certain statistics which go unannounced by the 
concerned agencies, for the naked eye is capable of feeling and distinguishing. 


Some say the foreign workers are a necessary evil needed to complete the 
country's development plans. However, the other side of the argument is the 
increase in crime rates and incidents, as well as the spread of narcotics, etc. 
More important than all that is the retreat of the original population of the 
region and the prominence of a foreign, alien population. 


These matters might seem peripheral to some. This generation may transcend 

or be saved from the danger they pose. However, they are bound to leave their 
imprint on the next generation's faces. The facts of history confirm this. The 
Arab inhabitants on this spot of ground might become like the Red Indians in 
American society. 


The presence of the foreign workers in the region has begun to produce many 
phenomena. Among these are the centers or concentrations of foreigners. Some 
of them have appeared in the old quarters of the principal cities, while others 
are on the edges of the cities. It has been noted with respect to these concen- 
trations that they are culturally, demographically and socially different from 
the original society. The great majority of their inhabitants are from the 
foreign groups which concentrate in an intensive way in these areas. Most of 
them are bachelors. 


As for the language, it is a mixture of Asian languages, including Hindi, 
Pakistan, Malabarese, and others. These areas are also characterized by the 
low educational level, even among the children. This is because they belong to 
poor, illiterate workers. Moreover, these areas are poor. In some sections, 








there is no electricity or water. The health level is also very modest. These 
areas give one the feeling that they are separated and isolated from the society 
of the UAE. In addition, with their bad conditions, they are a refuge for crime 
and illegal workers, as well as centers of incidents for others. 


We made this tour through some of these areas in order to learn about the 
situation in then, 


"Al-Furayj al-Shargi" at ‘Ajman 


Here are some examples from these concentrations. They are given as examples 
only, and are not meant to tell the whole story, since the emirates are full 
of these examples. 


Al-Furayj al-Shargi, which is how the people in ‘Ajman call it, is considered 

to be one of those areas which the original inhabitants have left. It has become 
an area inhabited by workers and other kinds of foreigners. The most important 
thing to notice about this area is that it is very poor. Its houses are of the 
old type. Its alleyways are full of filth and dirt. In its alleys, you are 
hunted by faces and dialects which are strange to the region. 


Sa'id Muhammad Qarawi was the only Arab face we stumbled across there. 


/Question/ At the start of our talk with him, we asked him where the area's 
people were. 


/Answer/ He answered with a smile: You will not find anyone. All have gone 

to distant places, to Mushayrif, for example, where the new public housing is. 
There is no one but myself and a few who have not obtained houses. We are fewer 
than the fingers on one hand in this quarter! If I had obtained a popular house, 
[ would not have stayed here. 

/Question/ Who lives here then? 

/Answer/ Foreigners: Hindus, Pathans, and others. They live here in this 

area and over to the arm of the sea. They do not just live here, but are spread 
out all over the place. We have rented our old houses to them cheaply. 


/Question/ Do you rent a house to this group? 


/Answer/ Yes, It is close to the house I live in. I've rented it to a Pakistani 
family. 


/Question/ Isn't this considered a danger to the area and its Arab character? 


/Answer/ Yes, but we are poor, and renting these houses brings us income. I 
have no work, and I depend on the house I rent for my income. 


‘QOuestion/ what are the new inhabitants like? 
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/Answer/ They belong to numerous Asian groups. Some are bachelors while others 
have families. The owners of the houses have divded them up into sections. 

Each section is jointly rented by a group of workers. They pay the rent 
together in this way. It is between 400 and 500 dirhams a month. They are poor 
and don’t harm anyone, but they have inherited this place. 


While touring the "Eastern Quarter," we tried to find out what was really 
inside these houses. When we knocked on a door, about 10 people gathered 
around us. They all lived together in a single room, which was one of the 
sections of a house divided into three parts. This house lacked water and 
electricity and looked unfit for habitation because of its filthiness. As for 
its 10 inhabitants, all were Indians working in the township, according to what 
they themselves said. All were bachelors. 


Other Examples and Stories 


In the Emirate of ‘Ajman, there is another quarter which is known as the "quarter 
of the Baluchis.” It is no different from the other quarter, and it suffers 

from the same circumstances, since it is clear that the majority of its 
inhabitants are from foreign groups. However, the most important thing that 
attracts one's attention in this quarter is the fact that some Pakistani families 
own houses in the quarter. We happened across one of these Pakistani families 

in one of the houses. The mistress of the house, Bibi Salih, told us: "My 
husband and I have been living in this quarter for a long time. I have sons who 
have married and fathered children here! As for this house, it is ours. We 
bought it 8 years ago from a native (!)" 


The quarter of al-Shandaghah is considered one of Dubyy's ancient, original 
quarters. However, it is currently experiencing the circumstances noted above. 
Its inhabitants have left it for the new popular areas. Therefore, its Arab 
characteristics have begun to disappear, while foreign characteristics have 

begun to be prominent in it, starting with the voice of the foreign radio stations 
and ending with the strange faces scattered all over there. 


While touring this quarter, it became clear that most of its inhabitants are 
foreign workers. We had this conversation with some of the "occupants": 


Asghar ‘Ali (a Pakistani national) works as a "coolie" at a company. 
/Question/ Are you married? 

/Answer/ No. 

/Question/ And the other occupants, are they married? 

/Answer/ All are bachelors. Some may have wives, but they are far away. 
/Question/ How many of you live in this house? 


/Answer/ We are 10, and are divided into 2 groups. 
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/Question/ Isn't that rather cramped? 

/Answer/ Yes, but it is cheap. 

/Question/ Does the house have electricity and water? 
/Answer/ There is water, but no electricity. 


Before beginning to speak with us, Muhammad Ashraf, who works as a coolie at 
the port of Rashid, showed us his papers in order to prove that he was a legal 
workers. 


/Answer/ I have been living in al-Shandaghah for 7 years. I picked this place 
because it is cheap and close to my work. All the people who live in this house 
are Pathans. We number eight, and we live in one room! 


/Question/ Are you educated? 


/Answer/ No. 


/Question/ Do you have a wife? 


/Answer/ Yes, I have a wife and two children, but they are in Pakistan. 


/Question/ What about the neighboring houses? Are there Arabs? 
/Answer/ Ail the houses are rented to the workers. There are no Arabs! 


In another part of al-Shandaghah quarter, we came across a single Omani family 
living in the middle of an area full of foreigners. The members of the family 
took part in talking about the situation in the area. The eldest brother, 

Kh. N., who works as a teacher, said: 


/Answer/ We have been living in this area since 1968. It has witnessed a 


tremendous change, especially after the foreign groups inherited it and the 
original inhabitants moved to the new areas like al-Jafiliyah and the others. 


He brought up many important matters in what he said: 
[It Has Become Foreign 


/Answer/ The situation in the area of al-Shandaghah is quite wretched. The 
area is poor and unplanned. It makes up a foreign sector with respect to the 
Arab society of the Emirates, in view of its Asian concentration. The language 
is Asia. The faces, merchants, inhabitants, and even the landlords are all 
from this group now, because the workers will rent houses or rooms from the 
natives and then rerent them to a group of his comrades. 


/Question/ Does the family face difficulties because of its presence in this 
area? 
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/Answer/ Naturally, we are almost encircled. Movement is limited and fear is 
predominant, especially at night, when it is impossible to go out at all. lI ven 
during the day women must be accompanied by men. In addition, there must be a 
man in the house at most times. It has happened that my sisters have met with 
more than harassment from Pathans and others while on the way to school. In 
addition, the house was broken into and robbed. We have not been able to catch 
the thieves. Moreover, the baby, Amal, my little sister, would have fallen 
victim to one of these wild animals, had she not been able to flee. 


The real difficulty comes from feeling like a stranger in the midst of this 
enormous concentration of foreigners. Then there is the difficulty of fitting 
into and mixing with this society, for we fear the spread of bad habits among 
the family members, especially the children. This is especially true since we 
sometimes see groups of small children taking "glue" and other things. In 
addition, we notice some foreign faces which appear in the area for the first 
time and then disappear suddenly. This may mean they are illegal workers. In 
addition, these groups engage in intolerable practices, such as gathering together 
at night and staying up late, in addition to sleeping on the roofs of the houses 
because of the lack of electricity. It is hard for a family to accept things 
like this. 


Concentrations at the Edges of the Cities 


In addition to these concentrations which have appeared within the old quarters, 
there are others on the edges of the cities. One of these is the area of 
al-Qusays. Another is the area of al-Safa in Dubayy. In al-Safa, we find an 
entire quarter made up of "Algenco" houses. The population, which includes 

both tamilies and unmarried men, is made up entirely of foreigners of various 
types. This situation repeats itself in al-Qusays, where the same phenomena 
mentioned above appear. The deeper we penetrated, the worse they became. The 
houses were made of "Algenco" and wood, and the filth was heaped up. According 
to Aminah Jasim, most of the children do not go to school. She is a woman who 
lives in al-Qusays. 


We mentioned this phenomenon to some officials, and some of them talked about 
it in social and security terms. 


His Excellency Muhammad al-Suwaydi, the deputy minister in the Ministry of Labor 
and Social Affairs, said: "The appearance of these concentrations of workers who 
have residency permits is considered acceptable, since it helps us maintain a 
security watch on these elements, on the one hand, while limiting the danger 

they pose, on the other. Deviant activities and the taking of drugs continues 

to be limited to these groups. They are not spreading through society. There- 
fore, we achieve two goals. The first is a security goal and the other is a social 
voal. It is something all companies must try to achieve with respect to their 
employees. However, what I should point out here is that these concentrations 

do not have to become a place of exile for the workers. Moreover, we do not 
prefer to have such concentrations located in the midst of residential quarters. 
This is especially true of the concentrations of unmarried men from this group." 
As far as the possibility of continuously monitoring these concentrations goes, 

Mr al-Suwaydi had this to say: "We have no problem with the worker concentrations 
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Which are located in distant places and occupied tl worker 


¢ ; 
do fear that these places will hecome refuges for illegal workers 


fleeing punishment. Here [ must say that the presence of worker 
which are hard for security personnel and inspectors to patrol 
dangerous. In this case, one must take the initiative and deal 
situation,” 


At the end of his comments, Mr al-Suwaydi pointed out that the 
though they are becoming numerous, are still a better idea than 
ioreigners, assuming that the concentrations are monitored, He 


that the use of machines in executing projects and tie Limitation 


could lessen the danger posed by the workers and their numbers. 
fhe Security Aspect Is Becoming Complex 


Lt Col Harib Khalifah bin Hadir, the director of inquiries and « 


gations for the Dubayy police force, took part in the dialogue by 
fact that the country is engaged in a continual renaissance means 


force must be available. This need is usually met by [Indian and 
workers. The situation has both positive and negative aspects. 
the renaissance, but from a security point of view, they | 
which are connected with crime, Statistics indicate that 
crimes are committed by people from these groups. Thi 

kind of social circumstances the foreign workers exverien: 


With regard to the nature of these crimes, the director 
rimes which just keep people from sleeping. Rather, thi 


wainst morality, such as raping children (!), sodomy, et 
infractions of the laws concerning work and workers,” 
"The presence of these people in large numbers is an obst 


cess and to security screening, especially since t 


dwellings. The extant concertrations are unorvaniz 


different it, instead ot these concentrations, there we 


‘rent companies. It would then be easy for the secur 
the behavior of these workers and to arrest offende 
Ww, with workers spread out all over, often makes it di 
situation has produced phenomena heretofore unknown t 
use and incidents.” 
With t ird to security surveillance of the itlyin rea 
the director said: "In Dubayy, we have the are 
il-Safa. surveillan exist in these pla 
is, the security agencies have thei1 ecia it 
w ryt 1 al ituations.” ie director 
iffirming the necessity of organizing su resid 
rkers, ’ iving the ntractors and panies ta t 
nd register t r rker ind r trie 
ince or Chie WOuld pe easler 











Mr Qasim Sultan, the assistant director of the municipality of Dubayy, took 

part in the conversation by saying: "When one deals with thise issue, it must 

be pointed out that the workers who are here illegally must be eliminated. 

As for the legitimate workers, they must be provided with suitable housing. 

This is what the municipality of Dubayy is trying to do, especially by supporting 
the renting of sections of land to the companies working here, so they can set 

up worker housing on it." He talked about the experience of the al-Kartun area, 
which was eliminated by expelling the illegals, demanding that those who worked 

in the other Emirates outside Dubayy go there, and demanding that the companies 
provide housing for the legal workers left over in areas to the east of al-Qusays. 


With regard to the areas of al-Najmah, al-Safa and al-Qusays, he said attempts 
were being made to improve conditions there. With regard to the concentrations 
within the principal quarters, like al-Ra's and al-Shandaghah, he said there 
was some difficulty with respect to them, and that the solution would come by 
increasing the population of the UAE (!). 


There is another facet, which has to do with the heaith situation. Dr Suhayl 
Salih, the psychiatrist at al-Amal hospital, talked about this subject. He 
said: "The presence of dozens of individuals in one or two rooms is very 
dangerous, both physically and psychologically. Om the one hand, it facilitates 
the spread of infectious diseases. On the other, a personality generally arises 
within the group which takes on the role of leader. If it happens that this 
person has bad habits, like narcotics use, for instance, then he will work to 
spread these habits within the group. Thus, people who are ready to practice 
deviant behavior find the chance waiting for them within these groups. These 
matters are extremely important. 


Thus, it is clear that dangerous centers have begun to expand and grow both 
within society and at its edges, so that it will be choked in security terms, 
socially and demographically. The danger bells have begun to clang. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


606.5 MILLION DIRHAM BUDGET--The Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs budget 
cam: to 606,589,000 dirhams for fiscal year 1983-84 compared to 625,727,000 
dirhams for fiscal year 1982-83. The amount of 68,504,000 dirhams was 
included in the first section to take care of wages, salaries, various 
allowances and reimbursements, and real awards and privileges. The amount 
of 535,585,000 was included in the second section to cover goods and 
services and the rewarding of the female workers in the social advancement 
centers, on-going transfer expenses, and specialized transfer expenses 

as well as to take care of social assistance, allotments to the cooperatives 
and the associations concerned with public welfare, and participation 

in international organizations. The authorization in the third section, 
amounting to 2.5 million dirhams, is to take care of fixed assets, while 
the amount ¢.propriated for social assistance is 5 billion dirhams. On 

the other hand the ministry's estimated revenue for this year, 16.4 

million dirhams, is to be turned over to the Ministry of Finance and 
Industry as compared to the 16.1 million dirham revenue of the ministry 

for the past year. [Text] [Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 8 Sep 83 p 2] 

12496 


DEPORTATION OF TWO IRANIANS--The Dubayy court sentenced Mohammad Yussof 
Saleh, a 19-year-old Iranian, and Ahmad Mohammad Hoseyn, a 38-year-old 
Iranian, both unemployed, to one-month confinement each and deportation 
upon their conviction of entering the country illegally. On 4 September 
1983 the two accused managed to enter the country despite the fact that 
they had no entry or residence permits. They bought a fiberglass boat 
ind departed Iran for Dubayy, where they exchanged it. The police 
arrested them in the bay of Dubayy. They admitted that they had entered 
the country with the intention of obtaining work. [Text] [Al-Shariqah 
AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 8 Sep 83 p 4] 12496 


NON--PETRGLEUM EXPORTS--The non-petroleum exports and reexports for the 
Emirates in 1982 came to 8.3 billion dirhams, a slight drop from 1981, 
which had 8.4 billion dirhams, compared to 7.2 billion dirhams in 1980. 
[fhe initial estimares of the central bank indicate that the value of 
imports (CIF) came to 34 billion dirhams in 1982 after reaching 36 billion 
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in 1981. Despite the fact that these initial estimates for 1982 are in 
accord with the contents of the central bank's report, the inclination 

is toward a reduction in the value and perhaps in volume as well. The 
reduction in value is ascribed, essentially, to a reduction in the prices 
of imports because of a reduction in the rate of inflation in most of 

the countries in which they originate and because of the world-wide 
economic stagnation that has led to a reduction in some prices of primary 
imported goods. The increased buying power of the dirham, compared to 
European and Japanese currenci:s, contributed to a reduction in the cost 
of imports. A result cf the expectation of a drop in the reexports was 
also a drop in the demand for impurts. It is worth pointing out that last 
year the dirham maintained its strength vis-a-vis all the major currencies, 
which played a part ultimately in the increase in buying power of the 
country's profits from its exports because of the firmness of the dirham's 
exchange rate with the dollar, in reducing the cost of imports, and 
consequently, in lowering the rate of domestic inflation. [Text] [Dubayy 


AL-BAYAN in Arabic 10 Sep 83 p 2] 12496 











BANGLADESH 


PAST LITERACY CAMPAIGN ASSESSED; IMPROVEMENTS PROPOSED 
Diak« SANCBAD in Bengali 25 Sep 83 p 4 


(fext] During the previous regime, revolution was presented to us in a number 
of forms. Slogans like canal-digging revolution, educational revolution, 
industrial revolution, etc. were used frequently. Among these, much emphasis 
was laid on the canal-digging revolution. From that point onwards, the word 
"revolution" began to be used indiscriminately. It is true that canals have 
been dug during the past year and a half; but this has not resulted in 
improved agricultural production. The reasons for this are that in some cases 
the work progressed very slowly after inauguration, and in the entire project 
there was no central planning. The work could not be justified beyond what 
was shown on the television screen as a volunteer project with public partici- 
pation. 


What was being trumpeted as an industrial revolution was in fact an effort to 
elevate factcry production to the pre-1971 war of liberation level. The late 
president, Ziaur Rahman, once expressed his dissatisfaction, noting that the 
picture of progress in production as presented to him was not accurate. Per- 
haps influenced by hearing words like "revolutionary situation” from politi- 
cians of developing countries, he assumed that the masses could be inspired to 
ict if a program were designated as a "revolution." 


it was why he wanted to advance the cause of the literacy campaign by char- 
icterizing tt as an "educational revolution." The project was launched after 
1 great deal of preparation. Millions of rupees were spent to print books. 
fhe books were written for adults by the previous secretary for supplementary 
education in the Ministry of Education, Janab Ferdousi Khan. 


[fhe mass education program was introduced in different schools. On the walls 
in many Dhaka schools one could see, until very recently, the names of mass 
‘ducation centers. There were also a number of requirements. For a candidate 
for the SSC examination, a passing grade of 50 was compulsory. Two endorse- 
ments were required for each candidate. This requirement for passing the 


examination was even made into law. As a result, the guardians of many candi- 
tates were forced to spend their own money to pay someone who would merely 
make such signature endorsements. This opportunity to make money from the 

indidates was seized upon by the servants in several households who had some 
education. [nm rare cases, a real adult endorser could be found who took the 
lesson in literacy from the students. 
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At that time, the government depended a great deal on the elementary schools. 
Eventually, however, they were used as pawns on a political chessboard. They 
ilso took full advantage of the situation. The former secretary for supple- 
mentary education now says that the entire thing was emotional and that there 
were no systematic arrangements. What he has not said is that there was a 

f sincerity on the part of those who were responsible for the project. 
fo put it more bluntly, the slogans about mass education were raised merely to 
serve petty political self-interests. 


\fter the first flush of enthusiasm, the centers were found to be empty. The 
adult students were nowhere to be found. It is not that they were not found 

l; some were seen on the television screen, eagerly practicing writing 
techniques. Books were sold to shops in lots to serve as wrapping paper. The 
government frowned on press reports about mistakes in the literacy campaign, 
the publicity-minded attitude and the fate of the books. The government viewed 
the whole thing as an opposition stunt. What Janab Ferdousi says today was 
never acknowledged before by government circles. Perhaps the truth is sup- 
pressed by the government as long as that particular government remains in 
after the fall of that government, officials come out with statements 
icknowledging the truth. 


\dult literacy is once more being talked about. The government is thinking 
thout applying new methods. The Evaluation Committee has reported that the 
idult literacy campaign failed to succeed because of technical flaws. The 
i] public, which was the target, could not be awakened. The Evaluation 
committee should also consider whether those who took the initiative in this 
atter and were responsible for making the plan a reality lacked sincerity. 

| that those who took the initiative merely to please the president and 

words should also be investigated. 


~ 
cr? 


re enthused when the government announced its decision to launch a cam- 
iign to eradicate illiteracy. However, we did point out at the same time 
that if separated from the general economic development program, it did not 
ive much chance for success. Those who earn their living by the sweat of 
their brow cannot hope to be made literate by a plan drawn up in ministeria! 
larters. Apart from that, has anybody ever taken into consideration the 
it in a country where 40 percent of the eligible children are unable to 
enter educational institutions for reasons of economic distress, and thus add 
r of illiterates every year, a mass literacy campaign cannot be 
inless attention is given to this fact? 





ir intry, where the situation of elementary education is deteriorating 
wing to a number of problems, aseparate program such as the lit- 
eracy campaign can only have disastrous results. The failure of the previous 
stration in this field remains a glaring example. It is not that in all 
the emotional aspect was predominant and devotion and sincerity were 
icking. But the turn of events has proved that even in such cases adult 


lucation centers could not attract sufficient students. 

c in Ue i > , Ime j tnat the i val uati yn Commi t tee h 45 il ready reached a dec i sion. 
nere are reasons to hope that on the basis of their evaluation, the govern- 

nt will adopt a new mass literacy program. 


Or 











de humbly suggest that the mass literacy program be linked with the general 
sconomic development projects. Simultaneously, opportunities should be created 
to educate children who have attained school age, because therein lies the 
tiginal source of illiteracy. At the same time, mismanagement in elementary 
nowols, a lack of teachers as a result of thousands of unfilled vacancies 
every year--all these have to be rectified. Creation of a suitable environ- 
ment for education--the basic problems existing in elementary schools--must be 
provided. These problems include repair of school buildings, appointment of 
teachers and provision of furniture. Finally, mass literacy must not be 
parated from its main and original source, elementary education. Bureau- 
ratic files already bear sufficient evidence of this. 
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INDIA 


GANDHI COMMENTS ON CENTER-STATF RELATIONS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 12 Oct 83 p 1 


{Text VIJAYAWADA, October 11 (PTI). THE prime minister, !'rs. Indira Candhi, 
said here today that the talks about reducing the powers of the Centre and the 
plea for more and more help to the states from the Centre could not go to- 
gether. 


Mrs. Gandhi, sho was here for an aerial survey of the areas hit by the cyclonic 
storm and floods earlier this month, told a brief press conference: ‘It is for 
the state to help itself. The states have all along teen saving that the 
powers of the Centre be cut. You can't have it both ways.” 


"At times of difficulty, everybody (states) wants help of the Centre. When 
the Centre is blamed all the time, why should it help?,° the prime minister 
asked. 


All the same, Mrs. Gandhi said, the Centre would extend all the help “it pos- 
sibly can" inspite of the extremely difficult financial situation it was 
facing itself. 


Lack of Funds 


When a correspondent said it was the feeling in Andhra Pradesh that the state 
was getting only step-motherly treatment from the Centre rot enly now but 
even when the Congress party ruled the state, she said, ‘all the states, 
including Congress-ruled ones, have that feelinr. “ot just Andhra Pradest 
alone." 


This feeling was there because of lack of funds. This was because the country-- 
not only the country but even the whole world, tras in the midst of a serious 
economic crisis, she said. 


Should the people suffer because there was a confrontation between the Centre 
and the state, the prime minister was asked. "So far as we are concerned, ve 
will give all we can. We do not differentiate between the states. So there 
is no question of anybody suffering because of us,” she said. 

Mrs. Gandhi said to her government it did not matter which party was in power 
in a state. There have been opposition governments all these vears in many 
states in the north and the south. But "all were treated on par.’ 
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She said the Centre did not prevent immediate relief work beinr undertaken 

by a state when such a natural calamity struck. Money was no problem and there 
was no stopping of money for such a purpose. Money was being given later. 

“The relief work must start immediately,” she stressed. 


bhen it was brought to her notice that the state chief minister has asked 

for an immediate sanction of Rs. 30 crores and that it was cut to Rs 10 crores, 
she said no, that (the amount) has to be decided by a Central team." In the 
meantime, she said, she had asked for the immediate release of Rs. 19 crores 
for the relief work to start. 


She saic the Central team’s proposed visit would not be delayed. They would 
cole a3 soon as they are asked to visit. 


Sked whetner the Rs. 10-crores sanction was a grant or an advance payment 
from the plan funds, she said it was sanct-oned pending the visit of the 
Central team. It would be decided after the team's visit and the Centre 
receiving its report. 


Later, the prime minister, accompanied by the chief minister Mr. N. T. Rama 
rao, leit in a helicopter for a survey of the flood havoc in the Krishna, 
west and east Codavari and Visakhapatnam districts. 


Earlier, Mrs. Gandhi was received at the Hyderabad airport by the governor, 
Mr. Ram Lal, Mr. N. T. Rama Rao, his cabinet colleagues, former chief min- 
isters, ‘ir. K. Brahmananda Reddi and Mr. T. Anjiah, and Central ministers, 
Mr. K. Vijayabnaskara Keddy, and Mr. P. Venkatasubbaiah. 


Talkiny to reporters before taking off, the prime minister said she had come 
here to express her deep sympathy with the people, who had suffered on account 


of the floods. 


She said she had seen the photographs of the havoc and she would know the 
devastation caused by the floods in preater details after the survey. From 
what she had neard and seen in the photographs the situation sounded to be 
urave, “rs. Gandhi said. 

Asted to comment on the Vrinagar conclave, Mrs. Gandhi said "it is clear they 
uave only one intention and that is to remove me.”"’ 


is. vLandhi told reporters she was not anxious to remain as the prime minister. 
gut from the very first day she assumed the office they have been trying to 


remove her. At the same time they want my help also,’ she added amidst 
laughter 

‘re. Gandhi declined to comment when asked whether Dr. Farooq Abdullah was 
90t as communal as the Muslim League in the light of the invitation extended 
to the *‘uslim League for the conclave. 

Mr WN. |. Rama Rao, who was present, expressed his gratitude to "our beloved 


orime minister for visiting the state "at this moment of havoc.” 
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The chief minister said the total loss caused by the floods was of the order 
of Rs. 500 crores. 


Considerable Damage 

Speaking to newsmen at the Visakhapatnam airport after an aerial survey of the 
cyclone-hit areas, Mrs. Gandhi described the damage caused by the cyclone as 
considerable. 

Asked about introduction of crop insurance in the country, Mrs. Gandhi said 
the Centre favoured it. "But where are the funds for a large country like 
India?” 

Addressing officials and non-officials at the airport, the prime minister 

said the Union government was functioning with certain rules and guidance. 


The Centre was not discriminating against any state government. 


Mrs. Gandhi returned to Delhi later tonight. 


CSO: 4600/1154 
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INDIA 


CPI-M LEADER COMMENTS ON GANDHI POLICY, OTHER MATTERS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Oct 83 p 7 


[Text] CP-M general secretary E M S Namboodiripad on Monday expressed doubts 
on the sincerity of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in proposing a consensus on 
national issues. 


Talking to newsmen, Mr Namboodiripad made it clear that if Mrs Gandhi expected 
the Opposition to ditto her line in the name of consensus "it is a tall order”. 


If the Government seeks the Opposition cooperation, it should be prepared to 
‘consult us on how to put into practice the common objective on which it is 
possible to have consensus”. 


lle asked as to whether the ruling party was prepared to have free debate on 
issue like national unity, economic policy and non-alignment 


Asked whether the CP-M would attend an all-party meeting called by the Prime 
Minister, Mr Namboodiripad said, “we will consider it when the invitation 
comes’. 


He said the Congress-I always refuses to enter into a meaningful debate with 
the Opposition on important issues because 'a free debate among the people 

cut at the very root of the Congress-I culture, of which the hallmark is loyal- 
ty to an individual' 


lie said consensus does not mean that the Opposition meekly accepts the stand 
adopted by the ruling party. 


Mr Namboodiripad said while there was some agreement between his party and 
the Centre on issues such as nonalignment and world peace, there were funda- 
mental differences on economic policy and national self-reliance on which 
serious debate is called for. 


On the Punjab problem, the CP-M general secretary said President's rule in 
the State could have been avoided if the Centre had adopted the political 
approach to isolating the extremists and settling the issues with the Akali 
leadership. 








Mr Namboodiripad urged the Prime Minister ‘to look at Punjab from the broader 
national angle’ and find a political solution in cooperation with the Opposi- 
tion. 


Referring to Centre-State relations, Mr Namboodiripad said the Centre is no 
more in a position nto ‘ignore or browbeat' the Opposition. 


The Srinagar consensus has shown that a minimum of Chief Ministers are ranged 
with the rest of the Opposition in the struggle for state autonomy, he said. 


CSO: 4600/1176 








INDIA 


RAO OPENS INDO-FRENCH SEMINAR IN DELHI 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Oct 83 p 4 


[Text] India would continue to resist external interference in the country's 
nuclear energy development programmes, External Affairs Minister P V 
Narasimha Rao said in New Delhi on Monday, report PTI, UNI. 


Inaugurating an Indo-French seminar, organised by the India International 
Centre, he rejected as unsatisfactory a non-proliferation arrangement which 
actively encouraged vertical proliferation while getting panicky even at the 
minute developments in the sphere of horizontal proliferation. 


Mr Rao commended the French policy and practice on nuclear issues as being 
independent. He suggested that the two countries cooperate on a host of 
issues like nuclear energy development solar energy utilisation, disarmament 
and North-South dialogue. 


ii@ said like France, which took the initiative for cooperation in Europe, India 
was trying to promote regional cooperation among Asian countries "within the 
ambit of sovereign states". 


In economic and development issues also, the two countries "broadly shared" 
similar perspectives, he said. 


The seminar's deliberations are expected to rorm the base of future official 
relationship between the two countries. 


Dwelling at length on Indo-French relations and the North-South dialogue, he 
said, India from the very beginning had realised the need for a firm but non- 
confrontationist attitude in most important dialogue of the time. 


Both believed in pluralist political and economic systems and had stead fastly 
kept away from super-power rivalry. Their bilateral relations were "excellent 
and growing", he said. 


Appreciating that President Francois Mitterrand had repeatedly called greater 
cooperation between the North and the South and supported "our request for con- 
cessional aid flows, Mr Rao said, the French President lent his voice to that 
of Mrs Indira Gandhi at the 38th session of the United Nations last month. 
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INDIA 


REPORT ON RAO 7 UCTOBER SPEECH TO GROUP OF 77 
Calcutta THr STATESMAN in English 8 Oct 83 p 16 


[Text] NEW YORK, Oct. 7.--India yesterday criticized the "unimaginative po- 
sitions’, taken by some industrialized nations against joining a North-South 
dialogue to pull the world economy out of the dumps, reports UNI. 


Calling it a "perversity’ that this paralysis should persist, the External 
Affairs Minister, Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao, urged developing States to pive 
the ‘highest priority to cooperation among ourselves" to reduce "our volner- 
ability to adverse" outside pressures and trends. 


"The strengthening of our economic interdependence will strengthen our negoti- 
ating cavacity with the North", Mr Rao told the Group of 77 plenary session. 


“The North-South impasse has only highlighted further the need for the highest 
priority to cooperation amongst ourselves", Mr Rao said. 


‘This does not mean that South-South cooperation will either substitute North- 
South cooperation or relieve the industrialized countries of their responsibil- 
ities. 


“Each has its own place in the scheme of things and both need to be pursued 
vigorously", Mr Rao told delegates at the developing world's economic forum. 
Mr Rao said the group plenary was today in a “unique position" to assess the 
outcome of the efforts and strategies undertaken collectively by members over 
the past year. 


Since the group's last meeting in New York a year ago, Mr Rao said, the world 
economic crisis had continued its "downward turn’, the culmination of a stead- 
ily decelerating world economy. 


‘Developing countries have been the worst sufferers", he said, pointing out 
that their per capita incomes had dipped, commodity prices collapsed, exports 


warkets shrunk and their debt burden had grown enormous. 


“The ingredients of sustained and substantial recovery for the world economy 
as a wuole are nowhere in sight", Mr Rao said. 
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At the UNCTAD-VI conference ii Yugoslavia, the world community had recognized 
that recovery in developed market economy States would not suffice and might 
even be absorbed unless the developing world's growth process reactivated. 


Mr Rao said that at the root of the current crisis lav basic structural im- 
balances and disequilibrie in the world economy and a thorough restructuring 
of global economic relations alone could establish the ‘new international 
economic order that we seck". 


lle regretted that the global round of negotiations devised to reach such re- 
Structuring remained stalemated despite a two-phased approach proposed by 
the New Delhi summit of the non-aligned and the Croup of 77. 


tie said the attempt was to secure immediate action to pull the world economy 
out of its current recession through a programme of immediate measures in 
areas of criticial importance to developing nations such as money, finance, 
trade, raw materials, food and energy. 


On last week's summit meetings convened by Mrs Gandhi, Mr Rao said there was 
a general agreement that immediate steps were required to deal with the cur- 


rent economic crisis and it would be in the interests of both North and South. 


Yesterday Mr Rao had a meeting with his Kuwait counterpart. 


CSO: 4600/1155 
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INDIA 


LOK DAL LEADER'S APPEAL TO HINDUS REPORTED 
Bonibay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 13 Oct 83 p 9 


{Text} NEW DELHL, October 12. THE Lok Dal leader, Mr. Charan Singh, has 
called upon ‘Hindus, particularly those residing in Punjab and Haryana to 
make all preparations for self-defence." He, however, hastened to add that 
they (Hindus) "should themselves not take the law into their own hands.” 


In a two-page written statement released at a press conference here today, 
ir. Charan Singh said that the carnage of Nirakaris, which had gone on for 

three years, had now. logically enough, been followed by the "murder of six 
liindus only a week ago for the mere offence of their being Hindus”. 


He referred to a statement issued by Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale in which 
tne Sant had threatened to murder 5,000 Hindus if the police failed to return 
within 24 hours a van, which it had, perhaps seized from a group of extrem 
ists, Mr. Charan Singh said that Sant Bhindranwale has confirmed the state- 
ment while talking to some newsmen recently. The police obliged the Sant 
‘dutifully’, Mr. Charan Signh added. 


lt is a tragedy that not only the members of the ruling party but also those 

of the opposition--in fact, our countrymen as a whole--lool on uncorcerzned 

and untroubled by any thought of what his policy of pusillanimity of cur yvov-~ 

ernment portends for the future of cur motherland”. 

Mr. Charan Singh said, "Mrs. Candhi has a vested interest in the snowbail.~. : 
effect of communal tension. I would earnestly appeal to all patriotic forces, 

in this hour of national crisis, to rise above their differences and deferd 

the unity, integrity and honour of our motherland." 


The people, he said, “should defeat the nefarious conspiracy of the Prime 
Minister who, while being the patron of communal extremists, tries to fou’ 


the people with hypocritical postures ard slogans". 


Mr. Charan Singh recalled hi ‘-¢ with the Prime Minister in the last week 
of October 1982, when she ha. « his views on the situation in Puniab. 


‘I had drawn her attention to various divisive forces which had been unleashe” 
by the Concress leadership itself since 1947 in the lure of pecpie's votes." 
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INDIA 


ELECTORAL ROLLS TO BE REVISED BY END OF JANUARY 
Bombay THE TINLS OF INDIA in English 8 Oct 83 p 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI, October 7 (PTI). A REVISION of electoral rolls in the 
country would be completed by January 31, 1984, the election commission an- 
nounced today. 


All pending by-elections in parliamentary and assembly constitutencies where 
electoral rolls have been revised would be completed by the year-end, the 
secretary of the election commission, Mr. K. Caneshan, told newsmen today. 


Mr. Ganeshan said that for two Tamil Nadu assembly constituencies and one 

constituency in Kerala, which recently fell vacant due to the death of the 
deputy chief minister, Mr. C. Hi. Mohammad Koya, the rolls would be revised 
by January-end. 


The chief election comissioncr, Mr. R. K. Trivedi, today held a meeting with 
chief electoral officers from Bihar, Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh. 


UNI adds: Five assembly by-elections will be held in three states on 
November 13. 


‘ir. Ganeshan said the constituencies were Martur and Paddapalli in Andhra 
Pradesh, Sangli and Pattan in Maharashtra and Charilam in Tripura. 


While the notifications in respect of the assembly constituencies in Andhra 
Pradesh and Maharashtra would be issued on October 13, the one regarding 
Charilam on October 5 in view of the puja holidays. 


Mr. Ganeshan said a decision on holding the parliamentary by-election in 
iloshiarpur and the assembly by-election in Pakka Kalan in Punjab had been 
deferred in view of the suspension of the state assembly and promulgation of 
President's rule. 
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CONGRESS-J PARTY DISAGREES WITH OPPOSITION DOCUMENTS 
Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 9 Oct 83 pp 1, 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Oct. 8.--The Congress (J), led by Mr Jagjivan Ram, feels 
that some of the recommendations made by the conclave might weaken the 
country's unity and integrity, reports UNI. 


In a dissenting note, the party said it participated in the conclave to main- 
tain Opposition unity. 


However, "nothing which may even remotely weaken this foundation either today 
or in time to come should be suggested." 


The Conyress (J) is of the view that prior consent of a State Government is 

not necessary in all cases before inducting Central police forces. Since caste 
conflicts were assuming alarming proportions, protection of victims should re- 
ceive consideration along with those of religious and linguistic minorities. 


On Article 356 and 357 (imposition of President's rule), the party does not 
agree with the changes suggested by the conclave. It wants an expert body 
to consider the issue for the conclave's view that the Government should 

not reserve any State Bill for consent, the party thinks that an exception 
should be made regarding Bills which affected other States in matters like 
employment, trade and commerce. They would necessarily have to be held back 
for President's assent. 


It was reservations on whether the residuary power should vest in the States 
instead of the Centre. 


The party is also against the conclave's suggestion that the Centre should not 
legislate on a subject in a State list. 


It rejects the conclave's view on appointment of High Court judges and wants 
the status quo to continue. 
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INDIA 


FURTHER SECURITY REQUESTED FOR DALAI LAMA 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 19 Oct 83 p 21 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Oct 9: The Tibetan Youth Congress has urged the Dalai 
Lama not to return or even briefly visit Tibet in 1985 as long as the present 
uncertain and insecure conditions continue to prevail] there. 


The TYC has also appealed to the government of India to further improve the 
security measures for the Dalai Lama in view of the "increasing activities of 
the Chinese and ever-present risk to his person.” 


Releasing the key resolutions adopted by the four-day fifth general body 
conference of the Tibetan Youth Congress which ended on Friday, the TYC out- 
going president, Mr. Karma Chophel, told newsmen yesterday that it was de- 
cided to employ every means towards raising the Tibetan issue in the United 
Nations general assembly once more. The UN had last discussed the question 
of Tibet in 1965. 


lir. Chophel said that though the TYC still wished to send volunteer teachers 
to uplift and improve the deplorable standard of education in Tibet, it was 
decided to defer this decision until the Chinese withdrew their conditions 
that the "teachers must so with the permit issued to overseas Chinese." 


He said that the TCY has given a call for the total boycott of buying, selling 
and using of Chinese goods and their regional offices will collect all such 
items and burn them in front of the Chinese embassy on the occasion of the 
25th anniversary of the Tibetan national uprising day. It was also decided 

to collect and burn all ‘overseas Chinese" permits issued to the Tibetan 
refugees visiting Tibet in front of the embassy. 


According to him, the conference denounced the Indo-Chinese border talks on 
the grounds that ‘there is no border between India and China but only between 
India and Tibet." The TYC will not accept the legality of the result of these 
negotiations, he asserted. 


Unanimously condemning the recent mass arrest and execution of political ac- 
tivists in Tibet and describing them as inhuman and barbaric, the conference 
called upon the UN leaders to prevail upon the Chinese government to bring 
about an immediate end to these crue] and ghastly activities, Mr. Chophel said. 


CSO: 4600/1150 


93 








INDIA 


CPI-M LEADEK TALKS TO PRESS IN DELHI 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 13 Oct 83 p 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Oct. 12.--The CPI(M) general secretary, Mr Ff. M. S. 
Namboodiripad, said here today that the worsening situation in Punjab, lead- 
ing to the State -eing declared a disturbed area, was the result of "the ob- 
stinate refusal" by the Centre to stick to its own earlier commitments on 
Chandigarh and river waters. 


Addressing a Press conference on the recently-concluded conclave of Opposi- 
tion parties on Centre-State relations in Srinagar, Mr Namboodiripad said thie 
imposition of President's rule would not solve the problem. 


The CVL(M1) leader, who attended the Opposition conclave, said that the 
Srinagar statement on the Punjab situation referred mostly to the actual 
conditions in the State. If the Centre thought that President's rule would 
solve the problem, 1t vas living in a "fool's paradise” he said. 


Referring to 'irs Gandhi's charge in Hyderabad yesterday that the Opposition 
parties were ‘conspiring to oust her from office", Mr Namboodirinad wondered 
whether she meant that the Opposition was trying to repeat what she had done 
in Kerala in 1959. (The first ever headed by Mr Namboodiripad was dismissed 
by the Centre when Mrs Gandhi was the Congress president.) 


Or, whether she meant that the Opposition was using all constitutional means 
to come to power. It was natural for Opposition parties to seek power in a 
parilamentary system of Government. 


The CPL(M) general secretary said "the prophets of doom who forecast the 
failure of the third all-India conference of Opposition parties in Srinagar 
have been proved wrong". The statement on Centre-State relations adopted 

by the conference and released to the Press on October 8, 1923, would show 
that the largest possible measure of agreement had been arrived at on one of 
the most burning political issues in the country. 


‘A peep into the series of conferences held in the course of over four months 


would show that the Opposition parties have been moving step by step towards 
a consensus on many political issues of national importance", he said. 
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INDIA 


CHIEF MINISTER OFFERS AMNESTY TO MANIPUR EXTREMISTS 
liew Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Oct 83 pp 1, 7 


[Text] IMPHAL, Oct 14--Chief Minister Manipur Rishang Keishing is ready to 
declare an amnesty for those extremists who were not involved in killings. 
but there could be no mercy shown to those who participated in violence. 


Mr Keishing was speaking, to this correspondent at his residence on the other 
day. He made a guarded statement saying that at the moment insurgency in 
Manipur appeared containvd. The most important leader of the People's Liber- 
ation Army (PLA) of Manipur--Themba Singh--the last among the Lhasa-trained 
extremists--was now in burma trying to establish contact with the Kachin In- 
dependent Aray (KIA) of Burma, and through it with China. 


The Chief Minister congratulated the Army for doing a good job of containing 
insurgency in Manipur. He said 1t was unfortunate that even when the Army 
was called four years ago, troops were not deployed for full three months, 
and as a result indirect encouragement was given to the insurgents. That was 
the worst period in Manipur he recalled. 


Later, however, the Army was allowed to go into action and the results were 
there for all to see. Today at Imphal no one is afraid to go out after even- 
ing. And life 1s by and large normal. 


‘ir Kelshing said one unfortunate development was the mixing up of the insur- 
gents and the anti-social elements. The Government was trying to demarcate 
them and educate the people on this. He said during the last few months the 
Cengress Party in tianipur held as many as 43 public meetings in which basic 
facts were placed before the people so that they could understand the situation 
clearly. 


The Chief Minister said he personally tried to help the non-killing extremists 
to come back to normal life and avocation with all assistance for their re- 
habilitation. fut not much recponse was so far received. He wanted the ex- 
tremists to surrender to him. Sut most of them got released on bail and then 
they never thouglit of coming to him. 


¥Yrom this behaviour, he feels that there "1s no real change of heart’ so far as 
these extremists are concerned, 








Former VLA chief bisweswar Singh earlier had promised the Chief Minister that 
he would urge his followers to surrender to the Covernment. All arrangements 
were made for Bisweswar Singh now in detention, to pass word to his followers. 
Long time has passed. fut nothing happened. Thus there are reasons for dis- 
belief so far as the promises of the extremist leaders are concerned. 


ilr Yeishing is firm so far as killers among the insurgents are concerned. 

He agrees that as insurgency killing has nothing legal in it there can be no 
compulsion for the Government to deal with insurgent killers legally. Put 

the Government has also to uphold the legal and constitutional principles 

The Chief ‘\inister had tried to set up a special court for trial of the killers. 
fut the attempt failed because of the noise created by certain elements soing 

by the style of “human rights committee”. 


Thus the Government's efforts to rehabilitate the extremists as normal citizens 
have been stalemated. This would cause harm to the extremists themselves, the 
Chief Minister feels. 


In the meantime, the insurgents have lost support from among the people of 
Manipur. The vast majority of them, Mr Keishing asserts, would not like to be 
driven back to the horrible days of 1980-81. And so word villagers in the 
State are cooperating with the Army and the Government to maintain peace and 
normalcy. 


There are, however, reasons for frustration among the youth. Inemployment is 
jyery high. The Covernment is now that peaceful conditions prevail, trying to 
implement policies of economic development in the States. Serious attention 
has been given to the task of irrigating land. As high as 80 per cent of the 
population in Manipur is dependent on agriculture. The Smte Government has 
also come to a collaboration agreement with Keltron for radio and TV making. 
A cement factory is expected to be commissioned in 1934. 


The Clief Minister said, "I will go to Calcutta to invite entrepreneurs to 
come to Manipur. The Government would ensure adequate power supply to them’. 


vr Keishing expressed his regret that the Opposition parties and groups in the 
Assembly were silent on the question of violent activities by the extremists. 
‘The State Assembly has 60 members. Among them 43 are Congressmen, five CPI 
members, four belong to the Peoples Legislature Party (PLP), four to the 
‘Manipur Peoples Party (MPH), two Independents, and one each is of the CPM 

and the Janata. 


Of these parties, besides the Congress, the CPI and the MPP have greater 
votentialities. The MPP is the main regional party in Manipur. The As- 
sembly election is due in 1984. 


There are two members to the Lok Sabha from Manipur. One belongs to the 
Conyress and the other to the CPI. One Rajya Sabha, member from the State 
belongs to the Congress. Sixth per cent of the people in the State are 
Neiteis. The Chief Minister belongs to a Scheduled Tribe. 
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INDIA 


PAPER REPORTS RAJIV INTERVIEW WITH ‘'FICARO’ 
New Delhi PATRLOT in English 19 Oct 83 p 5 


[Text] Congress-I general secretary Rajiv Gandhi, MP, has cautioned that an 
anaemic Centre would harm the nation both politically and economically, report 
agencies. 


In an interview to the French daily Le Figaro, Mr Candhi expressed the view 
that only if the Centre was strong would all-round progress be possible. 


ie was sceptical whether giving more financial powers to States would 
necessarily help speed up their rate of growth or remove regional imbalance. 
He would prefer development of backward regions to be, in fact, the Centre's 
responsibility. 


Lastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar were having the lowest frowth rate despite 
large resource transfer from the Centre to the States. Pulk of the funds 

were spent towards meeting the salaries of government employees, leaving little 
for development. 


‘ir Gandhi said that with their present tendency to divert funds for populist 
schemes and improvident management, more financial powers to States could 
even lead to bankruptcy, he added. 


He thought that the root-cause of regional imbalance was the faulty system of 
allscation of resources by the Planning Commission. 


To a question about the chances of an early poll, Mr Rajiv Gandhi said he 
personally did not want it earlier than scheduled--1985, since the election 
promises during 1980 poll were yet to be implemented. But the opposition 
parties were already makins, feverish preparations for elections. 


His party was receiving positive feedback regarding programmes launched by it 
for the welfare of the people. They would take at least a year or 15 months 
to show concrete results, Mr Gandhi said. 


Mr Candhi felt that the new alliances forged by the Opposition parties were 
in the expectation that clections would be held very soon. 
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Asked about his efforts to strengthen the party organisation, he said that 
while partymen drew their strength from his mother they must also feedback 
strength to her from the grassroot level which was not happening. As a result 
any lapse in the functioning at the lower levels reflected at the highest level. 


Mr Candhi said that his party had a very broad base and always functioned as a 
ruling party as well as Opposition. There had never been a real Opposition 
except in 1977. He would like dissidence to remain within the party forum. 
Only then it would have the required correcting effect without making a public 
issue of it, it was because of weakness in the party organisation that it never 
provided a satisfactory outlet for dissidents to speak up. 


He felt that getting electricity to all the villages would be one means of 
checking population growth. 


He recalled how birth rate shot up in New York just during two days of backout. 
‘We have days of it here’ he said. Secondly it was important to provide some 
sort of entertainment to the villagers. Hence the Government's plan to bring 
more villages under TV coverage. 


About reasons for the recent deterioration in relations between India and 
its neighbours, Mr Gandhi said, smaller countries had always felt India's 
presence because of its sheer size. But India had done its best not to 
interfere in the national affairs of other nations. 


Mr Gandhi felt that the entire incident including the shooting down of the 
South Korean plane over Soviet air space recently was deplorable. The picture 
seemed to be changing everyday with reports that there were extra crew and 

in any case ‘what do you do if the pilot of the Korean plane does not heed 
instructions to land’. 


The Soviet pilot could not be in a position to know that the plane was full of 
passengers. 


lle felt that the big powers did not have any value for life when pursuing 
their strategic interests. ‘What is now happening in Lebanon, which is going 
to war again, What are they doing in Nicaragua and Central America, honestly 
do not think either of them, when they talk about their strategic positions, 
is interested in human life. It is really the poorer countries who worry much 
more about them and who have much more sense of values and perhaps some 
European Nations also. 
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OFFICIAL SAYS INDIA FIRM ON ERECTING BORDER FENCE 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 24 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Oct. 23.--Despite protests from Bangladesh, it has been 
officially stated that the Government of India "has no proposal to resile 
from the decision made earlier to construct a wire fence on the Indo- 
Bangladesh border.” 


The Government of India, it is stated, had decided to erect the wire fencing 
to check infiltration of Bangladesh nationals into India and also trans- 
border crimes. 


Modalities on this barrier, which is not only for the Assam-Bangladesh border 
but also the entire Indo-Bangladesh border, are being considered taking into 
account the soil conditions, topography, vegetation and configuration. 


With the induction of two newly-raised Border Security Force battalions on 
the West Bengal-Bangladesh border from September 1, the number of border 
outposts has increased from 237 to 255. 


The Government is aware that infiltration does take place from Bangladesh 
into West Bengal, but it has not yet received any report about large-scale 
infiltration of Bangladesh nationals into West Bengal. 


The Centre has already asked the West Bengal Government to send a report on 
the number of Bangladesh nationals who were arrested while trying to leave 
for Delhi in search of jobs. The State Government's reply is awaited in 
Delhi. 


Reports have also been called for from the Government on infiltration from 
Bangladesh into certain areas of Bihar. The State Government has been given 
standing instructions to detect and deport illegal entrants. ‘Due action” 
should be taken to ensure that no threat to law and order was caused by the 
entry of illegal entrants. The instructions were given to the State Govern- 
ment after reports were received of growing tensions between the infiltrators 
and local inhabitants in Bihar. 
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AASU REPORTEDLY FACING DIFFICULT DECISIONS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in fnglish 8 Oct 8&3 p 1 


[Text] GAUHATI, Oct. 7.--AASU will have to take major decisions before the 
new year to "revitalize" its movement. It will have to decide whether to ac- 
cept the cooperation of "like-minded" parties, hence the meetings in November 
and December. 


Observers anticipate bitter discussions before a consensus and a polarization 
of forces which could mean a hardening of attitudes. 


AASU's meeting here on September 25, a curtain-raiser indicated the line-up 
of forces and their tactical dispositions. 


One group has expressed itself vehemently against hobnobbing with political 
forces and insisted on AASU maintaining its own image. 


The other group favoured keeping its options open to welcome help on a 
selective basis. Despite the sustained emotional support of the community, 
fears were expressed of AASU reaching a stalemate which dould affect its 
credibility, besides encouraging fissiparous tendencies. 


Even if AASU and the Parishad were to maintain their exclusive leadership of 
the movement, parties like the BJP and Janata and the Leftists were in the 
field campaigning, either for or against the movement--essentially to build 

a popular base for themselves. 


The emergence of the BJP in non-traditional areas like Dhubri and tribal 
pockets has disturbed the ruling Congress (1), resulting in trading of alle- 
gations and mutual mud-slinging. The "RSS factor" too has to be taken note 
of. 


The fact is that militant, chauvinistic eclements have a wider circulation in 
Assam than is believed. The old secular traditions were hadly eroded by 
clashes between pro and anti-clection elements, giving the skirmish a communal 
turn. 


The efforts of the Chicf Hinister, Mr Iliteswar Saikia, helped defuse the situ- 
ation. Relief and Rehabilitation gave Mr Saikia a breather and the foreign 
nationals issue was temporarily in the background. 








But six months of Mr Saikia in the driver's seat was cnough to make him the 
principal target of the movement leaders. Although the community responded 
as usual in observing, bandhs, blackouts and "rasta rokos", the intelligentsia 
and the upper middle class favoured fresh initiatives and pragmatic discus- 
sions. 


A White Paper, they felt would help remove the confusion over what was said 
or not said at the numerous mectings between the Centre, AASU and the Pari- 
shad and Opposition leaders. 


Mr Saikia's efforts to "active" the tribunals and the announcement about 
fencing the border with Bangladesh without fussing over Dacca's feelings have 
been tacitly appreciated by the community. 


While some observers wondered what would have happened if AASU and the Parishad 
fought the elections, the movement leaders are more concerned about Mr Saikia's 
next moves. 


The long public queues outside Janata Bhavan, despite a scorching sun above 
and the sight of MLAs with their hangers-on revive old memories. Charves of 
corruption are freely aired as before. 


Mr Saikia and the movement leaders have fought with no holds barred but rela- 
tively unpublicized is the subtler battle of infiltration and in which Mr 


Saikia's skill and experience have mattered. 


The expulsion of AASU's former vice-president, Mr Nurul Hussain, is an indica- 
tion of that. 
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PROTOTYPE OF MAIN BATTLE TANK SOON TO BE READY 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 14 Oct 83 p 1 


[fext] NEW DELHI, Oct. 13.--The prototype of India's Main Battle Tanl, ex- 
pected to roll out by the year end, may be displayed at the 1984 Republic Day 
parade. 


The prototype is already on trial in Avadi near Madras. A mild steel turret 
of the tank, equipped with an imported gun control equipment, is being added 
to give it final shape. However, it is not being tried out under simulated 
battlefield conditions, for the prototype has no armour protection for the 
crew yet. 


Even if the prototype proves satisfactory in field trials, the regular manu- 
facture of the MBT, to be called the "Chetak", is not expected to start be- 
fore the late 80s. According to thel irectorate of Armament Research and 
Development, the MBT, when ready, will be totally indigenous. 


Work on the MET began nearly 10 years ago. Two MTU engines and transmission 
systems of Leopard-1l tank of West Germany were imported. The suspension sys- 
tem was imported through the Chrysler Corporation of the USA which manufacture 
XA-I tanks for the U.S. army. Each MTU engine costs about Rs 40 lakhs. 

The imported equipment was integrated with a mild steel plated hull fabricated 
at the combat vehicle research and development cstablishment in Avadi. The 
chassis of the tank will be indigenous. The armour plate, also developed 
indigenously, is to be used for the final model. 


There are plans to manufacture five more prototypes before the final production 
model is brourht out. The sixth prototype is likely to be ready by 1986 

when the air-cooled engine too will be indigenous. Once ready, India's MBT 

is expected to be one of the best in terms of mobility, fire power and protec- 
tion and will compare well with the Challenger of Britain, X”-I of the USA 
Leopard-I cf West Germany, T-72 of the Soviet Union and the French version 

of MBT. 


The expectation of the Defence Research and Development Organization is that 
the Indian MBT will be an ideal synthesis of the latest technologies of super- 
powers and other advanced countries. 
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To achieve the target of manufacturing the prototype, the experis deviated 
from the original specifications of MBT-80 as an exercise in competence 
building. 


India's MBTI-80 was being designed to have 1,500 HP variable compression ratio 
engine. The imported MTU engine is capable of about 800 HP. The West German 
firm has been asked to develop a turbo-charged version of its 800 HP to 1,000 
iP for use in the next MBi-80 prototype. It is believed that the HP now be- 
ing suggested is 1,250. 


A © 2bate is going on whether the tank should have a 125 mm or a 105 mm gun. 
The latter is said to be more accurate. The tank's speed will be 53 km per 
hour but can go up to 60 km. (The Vijayanta'’s speed is 55 km per hour). The 
tank's effective range is 1,800 metres. It is to be equipped with the special 
night firing laser beam and electronic protection from clear biological chem- 
ical damage, the tank is to be computerized. 


While working on the Rs 600 crore project the experts have tried to get over 
problems of Vijayanta, especially relating to the engine which gets heated in 
the desert areas and freezes in cold. 


India has T-55 tanks which are of the vintage variety. Besides, there are 
Z-~72 received from the Soviet Union and Vijayanta being manufactured in- 
digneously under licence from a British firm. Several innovations for the 
40-ton Vijayanta are being worked out. A better armour for the tank is 
called 'Kanchan" which is described as a real breakthrough and characterized 
as invincible. A better engine for Vijayanta has been developed and addition- 
al firing capability given to the tank. But the real answer is ("Chetak’ 

or the MBT). The question is when will it be ready? The prototype has taken 
10 years to be trial worthy. 
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DEFENSE MINISTRY SEEKS MORE INDIGENOUS SUPPLIES 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Oct 83 p 5 


[Text] CALCUTTA, Oct 14 (PTI)--The Defence Ministry is currently looking for 
a second line of supplies within the country to meet its ever-growing require- 
ments, according to Union Minister of State for Defense K P Singh Deo. 


Mr Singh Deo, who was on his way from New Delhi to Phubaneswar said at the 
Calcutta airport today that this was aimed at the country achieving self- 
sufficiency and self-reliance in its requirements for national security. 


He said the department of defence production wanted to have alternative sources 
of supplies in the country and not confine to securing defence needs from 
abroad. Besides, it was not proper to restrict to one source. 


The public sector undertakings and civil manufacturers in the country would 
help the Defence Ministry in its aim of achieving self-reliance, specially in 
components and equipments to enable the ordnance factories to concentrate on the 
manufacture of major products, he added 


With this end in view, Ir Singh Deo said, the Defence Ministry was organising 

a three-day seminar on "defence and industry" in New Delhi in December this year 
and the deliberations would cover all aspects of defense needs and industrial 
production, their inter-relation, corelation and co-ordination. 


The Minister said this would help the small-scale industries in the country 
and this was one of the points in the 20-point programme of Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi. Defence and development were both complementary to each other, 
he added. 


Mr Singh Deo said for historical reasons, ordnance factories were captive to 
the requirement of the armed forces and did not produce anything which were 
not required by them. But at the same time, there were certain requirement of 
policy defence and other establishments including mining, engineering equip- 
ment, electronics and scientific instrument. 


Sometimes it was not desirable to produce or manufacture everything as they 


were not cost effective or economic, he said and added that it was, therefore 
useful to have components to be assembled and sub-assembled outside. 
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MEMO TO PRC, INDIA LEADERS ASK TRADE EXPANSION 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Oct 83 p 21 


{fext] NEW DELHI, October 9: The India-China Friendship Association yester- 
day in a memorandum to the prime ministers of India and China has suggested, 
among other things, expansion of trade between the two countries, re-examina- 
tion of the border dispute in an objective manner by experts, opening of 
people-to-people trade in the border areas and more exchanges of mediamen. 


Addressing a press conference, Mr. Mandal, president of the association, said 
that a delegation representing various states of India was leaving for a visit 
to China on Tuesday. 


He said that at the recent meeting of the national executive of the associ- 
ation many important decisions were taken to strengthen friendship between the 
two countries. 


The memorandum also suggests the opening of Indian consulates in Shanghai 

and Canton and Chinese consulates in Bombay and Calcutta for expansion of 

trade activities and regular flights on a reciprocal basis twice a week between 
the two countries. 


Beijing: India yesterday expressed a desire to strengthen technological co- 
operation with China. 

Me. P. J. Lavkare, head of the promotion division of the department of science 
and technology, told the Chinese prime minister, Mr. Zhao Ziyang that India 
wished to expand technical exchanges with China, the official news service 
Xinhua reported. 


Mr. Zhao replied that China and India have many things in common, notably big 
populations and the fact that both are developing nations. 


The conversation took place during Mr. Zhao's meeting with foreign scientists 
attending a conference on science and technology policy and research manage- 
ment. 


CSO: 4600/1150 
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INDIA 


EXPERTS SAY FOREIGN AID VITAL FOR POWER PLANS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 Oct 83 p 14 


[Text] NEW DELHI, October 7. MASSIVE external assistance will he necessary 
to create the additional power generating capacity of 125,000 MW which is 
likely to be the target for the seventh plan period, according to experts. 


The outlay required for the power sector in the seventh plan is expected to 
exceed Rs. 45,000 crores. Since resources on this scale wil] not be available 
internally, foreign assistance, particularly World Bank credit, will have to 
be sought. 


The target appears to experts to be ambitious since only 14,909 MW of addition- 
al capacity would be created in the sixth plan period. Of the target of 

19,666 MW originally proposed for addition durins, the sixth plan period, 

7058 MW had been commissioned in the first three years. 


It is stated that delays resulting from lack of standardisation of power plant 
layouts and equipment specifications are among the causes of the shortfall and 
have not received adequate attention from the national planning bodies. 


A lot of time spent during the advanced stages of project implementation on 
matters relating to alterations in layout and equipment design could be saved 
if standardised layouts were available before the commencement of work. 


The experts feel that the multiplicity of private consulting, organisations 
in the country is also hindering standardisation work causing bottlenecks in 
the erection and commissioning stages. 


A typical example is the 110-MV thermal set at Kota where changes in layout 
during the construction stage resulted in a delay of three to five months in 
commissioning the project. 


At the 110-)W thermal unit at Paricha (U.P.) a non-standard protection scheme 
which did not operate properly resulted in damage to the penerator and turbine 
rotors recently. 


Lack of dunds and failure to set sites ready in time are among the other causes 


of delay in commissioning of power projects. 


CSO: 4600/1146 
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INDIA 


ENERCY MINISTER REPORTS ON PLANS, PROGRESS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 13 Oct 83 p 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Oct. 12.--Mr Shiv Shankar, Minister for Energy, said here 
today that the country would be self-sufficient in petroleum products by the 
end of the decade. 


lie said that two more refineries--one at Karnal and the other at Mangalore-- 
were being planned which, along with the expansion of the existing refineries, 
would increase the total refining capacity in the country to more than 62 
million tons by 1990, enough to meet the requirements for petroleum products. 


‘'r Shiv Shankar, who was addressing members of the consultative committee of 
Varliament attached to his Ministry, said that the project reports of Karnal 
and Mangalore refineries, each of six million tons, had been prepared and 

were under consideration of the Energy Ministry before submission to the Public 
Investment board. 


The meeting was informed that in view of the anticipated growth in the con- 
sumption of petroleum products, the growth for the refining sector had been 
planned to keep pace with the requirements. 


lic Shiv Shankar said that the present refining capacity of 37.8 million tons 
spread over 12 refineries, would increase to 45.55 million tons by 1984-85 
after expansion of the Cochin refinery, the Madras refinery the Paharat 
Petroleum Corporation refinery in Bombay and the Hindustan Petroleum Corpor- 
ation refinery in Visakhapatnam. 


lle said that additional storage capacity for imported crude to the extent of 
two million tons was being provided. Also, in the first phase, indigenous 
crude storage capacity was being increased by one million tons. 


The committee also took up for discussion the solar thermal energy. It was 
told that the research and development wing had developed some devices for 
low-frade heating applications. These included Solar cookers, solar hot water 
systems and solar wood seasoning kilns, which were now ready for commercial 
exploitation. 
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Hot water systems installed in various industries, like milk chilling units, 
breweries, textile industries, hotels, canteens nd hospitals, had received 
favourable response amony industrial units and other users. 


The Minister said that the solar cookers, wiich were capable of saving at 
least 40% of cooking energy, were now being sold in 12 States and Union Ter- 
ritories of the country and ir. the past 16 months, over 17,000 solar cookers 
had been sold under the scheme initiated in April. 


CSO: 4600/1158 
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INDIA 


INDIA PLANNING TO START SEABED MINING BY 1985 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 19 Oct 83 p 9 


[Text] ABROAD RESEARCH SHIP "SAGAR KANYA", Oct. 18.--By 1985 India would be 
all set to exploit the Indian Ocean bed for vital metals like copper, cobalt, 
nickel and manganese, thus providing an alternative to the already dwindling 
onshore reserves, reports PTI. The yield 18 expected to be at least two 
million tons a year. 


To be prepared for the job, the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research 
has an on-going project that 1s multi-agency and multi-institutional in nature 
with more than 19 laboratories participating in the deep sea exploration with 
the National Institute of Oceanography as the lead institution, the Director- 
General of CSIR, Mr G. S&S. Sidhu, told a Press Conference aboard the ship 
‘Sayar Kanya”, 


The ship, which docked at the Bombay port on Sunday, was bought by the Union 
Department of Ocean Development this year and was given to NIO in June to be 
used extensively for the exploration of the polymetallic nodules that yield 
a high percent of Manganese, along with copper, nickel and cobalt, Mr Sidhu 
said, 


The ship has 13 laboratories with the latest and most sophisticated equipment 
for 32 scientists who may sail on each voyage it makes. 


India is the only developing country that was carrying out offshore explor- 
ation for the polymetallic nodules (that resemble lumps of coal). The country 
is considered by the Law of the Sea Conference and the consortium of U.N. 
member-countries as a pioneer investor. It was asked to demarcate its ap- 
plication area, which it did last year, by surveying an area equal to the 

land area of the country, Mr Sidhu said. 


For 500 days, 76 scientists surveyed an area of three million sq. km. in the 
central Indian Ocean aboard the Indian ship "R. V. Gaveshani" and two hired 
vessels, 2000 km from cape of Comorin. Samples were collected and the sea 
bed photographed at various locations to estimate the reserves of the nodules 
from 500 stations, he added. 
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The survey had to finally demarcate two areas of 150,000 sq. km. each because 
the conference and consortium would use one for world exploration and «\ve the 
other to India, Mr Sidhu explained. 


The survey was done with six points in mind--there should be five kg of poly- 
metallic nodules on the sea bed for every square km, they should contain at 
least 2% each of copper, nickel, and colbat, should harvest at least one mil- 
lion tons a year the demarcated area should be India’s for about 30 years, it 
should be an area where ships could operate for 200-250 days and so the cli- 
matic conditions should be conducive and the sea bed should not be undulating 
but flat. 


Though at present India was five years behind in ocean mining technology, it 
would be on par with the advanced countres when it went into production by 
1985. Seven routee to extract the metals from the nodules had already been 
worked out, Mr Sidhu said. 


The Engineers India and the Mazagaon Docks were already working on a collection 
process. 


Describing the manner in which the polymetallic nodules would be lifted and 
collected from depths of water, Mr Sidhu said scientists, along with the 
chief scientific officer of the project, "Mr H. N. Sidiqui, of NIO used 
boomerang grabs and dredges. 


The boomerang grabs were let down with weights inside and on touching the sea 
bed released these weights and grabbed the nodules and sprang back to the sur- 
face and were collected with the help of nets, he said. 


The regional research laboratory--Bhubaneshwar, has produced the samples of 
pure metals, albeit in small quantities, a task that has taken a long time 
Mr Sidhu said. By next year the production would go up to 100 grames, he 
added. 


The plant to be designed for the large-scale production of these metals was 


not to be revealed, but it was to be situated south of the equator, Mr Sidhu 
said. 


CSO: 4600/1165 
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BRIEFS 


PUNJAB ADVISERS’ PORTFOLIOS--CHANDIGARH, Oct 11 (PTI, UNI)--Punjab Governor 
B D Pande today allotted the Home Department to Mr C Jagatpathi, one of the 
four advisers to the State Governor appointed following imposition of Presi- 
dent's rule in the State on Thursday last. The allocation of portfolios to 
Mr Jagatpathi and&'three other ac isers as also to the Chief Secretary, who 
has been named secretary to the five-member "Covernor-in-Council” were made 
this evening, according to an official spokesman here. Mr Jagatpathi has 
also been allocated five other departments--legislative affairs, administra- 
tive reforms, elections, vigilances and information and public relations. Mr 
P G Cavai will look after Industries, Mr Harbans Singh will hold Finance and 
Mr S S Siddhu will be in charge of Education. Chief Secretary K D Vasudeva 
retains the charge of general administration and personnel, and will put up 
papers directly to the Governor. [Text] [New Delhi Patriot in English 

12 Oct 83 p 4] 


TRADE WITH AFGHANISTAN--India and Afzhanistan have decided to strengthen co- 
operation in the fields of trade, health, banking and culture, reports PTI. 
This was decided by the review committee of the Indo-Afghan joint commission 
which concluded its meeting in Kabul on Wednesday. India will be sending a 
trade delegation to Kabul for discussing the possibilities of strengthening 
the existing bilateral trade and a banking delegation from Afghanistan has 
been invited to visit India in December. It was also agreed by the two sides 
to expedite the establishment of an Indian music centre at Kabul. During the 
meeting, a memorandum of understanding was also signed between all India 
Institute of Medical Sciences and the Child Health Institute of Kabul to im- 
prove its working. The health institute was established in 1974 with Indian 
assistance. India has agreed to increase the number of doctor and experts at 
the institute and to supply specialised medical equipment. AIR reported from 
Kabul that the Afghan side has made encouraging response to the suggestion for 
liberalising the issue of visas for India businessmen to facilitate trade 
between the two countries. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 13 Oct 83 

p 7) 


WEST BENGAL GOVERNOR--CALCUTTA, October 10: Mr. Anant Prasad Sharma was 
today sworn in as West Bengal's tenth governor after independence at a solemn 
function in Raj Bhavan's throne room. His predecessor, Mr. Bb. D. Pande, left 
for Chandigarh shortly before noon. The chief minister, Mr. Jyoti Basu, 
and his ministerial colleagues, high court judges, senior civil and military 
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officers, and some consular corps members were present at the function. Mrs. 
Sharma and other members of the family were also present. In a brief message, 
Mr. Sharma said he felt as if "I have come back home". He had his schooling 
here, spent several years with the railways and mainly worked in the trade 
union front. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Oct 83 p 1] 


SOUTH AFRICA CONDEMNED--UNITED NATIONS, October 12 (PTI): India has held 
supporters of the illegal racist regime in Pretoria responsible for the "pain 
and suffering" and massacre of innocent people that was taking place in South 
Africa. "They should take note of the momentous developments which are bound 

to increasingly isolate South Africa," the Indian delegate, Dr. Najma Heptullah, 
told the special committee against apartheid yesterday. In an obvious reference 
to Western countries, Dr. Heptullah said it would be in their interest to fall 
in line with international public opinion "before it is too late”. Dr. 
Heptullah, who was speaking to mark observance of the day of solidarity with 
South African political prisoners, reiterated India's continuing support to 

the people of South Africa in their just cause. Dr. Heptullah said it was a 
mockery of human faith and ideals that some of the affluent and industrialised 
nations of the world, who claimed to be the champions of equality, freedom and 
human rights, had helped strengthen the foundations of the South African re- 
gime. Dr. Heptullah said the execution of heroic freedom-fighters, the con- 
tinued imprisonment and incarceration of Nelson Mandela and many others, 

clearly demonstrated that, if disaster was to be averted, ways and means had 

to be found to compel the authorities in Pretoria to abandon their present 
policy. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Oct 83 p 21] 


PACT WITH FRANCE~~BANGALORE, Oct. 13.--By despatching the last consignment of 
60 transducers to France on September 29, the Indian Space Research Organiza- 
tion of the Department of Space has successfully completed the collaborative 
agreement it entered into in 1974 with the Societe Europienne de Propulsion, 
a leading aerospace industry in France, for the manufacture and supply over 
an eight year period of 7,670 transducers, used by the French space agency 

in the Ariane launch vehicle programme. Transducers are instruments intended 
for absolute relative pressure sensing. The active element is a stainless 
steel membrane which senses the pressure to be measured. The membrane trans- 
mits a forte in proportion to the pressure to an isostatic beam on which are 
bonded active strain guages in a wheatstone bridge circuit. The transducers 
are designed to be operative even under adverse environmental conditions. 

The agreement, according to ISKO, provided for the entire payment for the 
technology to be made through the manufacture and reexport to France of 
transducers and by providing the services of some ISRO engineers while being 
involved in on-the-job training in that country. ISRO which established a 
unit in Bangalore in 1975 with an investment of about Rs 80 lakhs and an 
annual production capacity of 1,000 transducers, made the first despatch in 
December 1975. From then on, it has been systematically exporting about 1,000 
transducers annually which have met the acceptance test levels of European 
aerospace quality and are being used in European space programmes. ISRO will 
continue to manufacture the transducers for use in India's launch vehicle and 
satellite programmes. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMEN in English 14 Oct 83 


p 9] 
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TRADE WITH SRI LANKA--NEW DELHI, Oct 11.--India's exports to Sri Lanka in 

1942 amounted to Rs 152 crores which was 4.1 per cent of Sri Lanka's total 
imports in that year, according to the latest provisional trade figures avail- 
able with the Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, reports UNI. In 1982 India imported from Sri Lanka Rs 44.12 crores 
worth of goods which constituted 2.1 per cent of Sri Lanka's total exports for 
that year. The balance of trade in India's favour was Rs 107.88 crores in 
1942. Meanwhile, according to a study issued by the Indian Chamber of Com- 
merce at Calcutta, in 1980-81 Sri Lanka was India’s largest export market 


among the neighbouring countries. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in Fnglish 
12 Oct 83 p 9] 


INDO-SAUDI VENTURE--JEDDAH, Oct. 9.--India and Saudi Arabia have reached an 
agreement on their first joint industrial venture involving construction of a 
galvanizing plant in Jeddah, reports UNI. Mr Yogesh Tiwari, deputy mission 
chief of the Indian Embassy here, told the daily Arab News today that the 
plant was scheduled to begin production by the middle of 1984 with an annual 
capacity of 10,000 tons. Mr Tiwari said the construction costs of 12.5 mil- 
lion Saudi rials would be divided between Binlandins Company of Saudi Arabia, 
which is providing 752% of the capital, and the Bombay-based KMA International 
with a 25% share. The company’s operating capital will be 3.125 million 
rials with the Saudi Industrial Development Fund, according to Mr Tiwari. 
[Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 10 Oct 83 p 9] 


KERALA RSP--NEW DELHI, Oct. 8&.--The Election Commission has derecognized 

the Revolutionary Socialist Party in Kerala as a State party on account of 

its poor performance in the last State Assembly elections in May 1982, reports 
PTL. The Commission has, however, recognized the party as a State party in 
Tripura on the basis of its poll performance in the State Assembly elections 
in January 1983. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 9 Oct 83 p 12] 


CHROME OKE TO PRC--NEW DELHI, Oct. 7. China has contracted with the Orissa 
Mining Corporation to buy 40,000 tonnes of chrome ore. The first ship which 
has already arrived at Paradip is awaiting a berth in the port. It will 
carry 20,000 tonnes of chrome ore.--UNI [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 
8 Oct 83 p 16) 


QASIM JOINS FRONT--SRINAGAR, Oct. 8 (PT1)--Former Chief Minister Syed Mir 
Qasim, who recently resigned from the Congress-I was formally admitted to 

the five-party United Front, led by Mr Chandra Shekhar, at an informat 
meeting of the Front leaders here last night. The meeting generally reviewed 
the deliberations of the just ended conclave, and felt the outcome was “very 
encouraging” Mr Chandra Shekhar, chairman of the Front said. Talking to PIT 
he said that the meeting did not take up for discussion Mr Qasim's proposal 
for merger of five parties into one party, asit was "too early” to discuss 
the proposal. Asked whether the merger proposal had been shelved, Mr Shekhar 
said the suggestion to check proliferation of parties was welcome but care 
should be taken to see that those who did not merge today did not divide 
tomorrow. However, he said the possibility of a merger of these in the United 
Front could not be ruled out. In reply to another question, Chandra Shekhar 
said that he was both for a "quantitative merger of parties as well as_ their 


113 











programmatic orientation. Mr Chandra Shekhar replied in the affirmative when 
asked whether consultations on bringing together like minded parties were 

held with Chief Minister, Farooq Abdullah, and said that he could only be an 
"ally" being the leader of a regional party. He denied thzt the Front's main 
objective was to remove Prime inister Indira Candhi. The leaders of the front 
parties, Mr Chandra Shekhar said, also held ‘cursory discussions’ with CPI 

and CPI-M outside the conclave. [Text] [New Delhi PATKIOT in English 9 Oct 
83 p 4] 


ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION PLANS--TRIVANDRUM, Oct 24 (UNI)--The third Indian ex- 
pedition to Antarctica, beginning early December, is likely to leave behind 
a team of scientists to man a permanent station there. If all goes according 
to schedule the team will stay on in the icy continent till the arrival of 
the fourth Indian expedition towards the close of 1984, according to Dr 
Harsh K Gupta, leader of the team. Dr Gupta director of the Centre for 
Earth Science Studies here, who returned yesterday after an acclimatisation 
Stay at Machoi, near Leh, in the Himalayas, told UNI that the major respon- 
sibility of the third expedition would be to set up a permanent station to 
carry out scientific experiments. The 82-member team consisting of 15 
scientists drawn from different disciplines, will conduct a series of ad- 
vanced experiments in meteorology, geology, geophysics, oceanography, 
glaciology and microbiology, he said. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
25 Oct 83 p 5] 


INDO-ARAB PROJECT--UTTAR Predesh will soon have Asia's biggest gas-based 
fertiliser complex, involving an investment of more than Rs. 700 crores, 

our special correspondent reports from Lucknow. Expected to be financed by 
some Arabs, it will be the first Indo-Arab project of its kind in the country, 
according to official sources. It is to be olcated at Japdishpur, in Sultan- 
pur district. ‘The project is claimed to be the outcome of the discussions 
held by the U.P. chief minister, Mr. Shripati Misra, in Kuwait, Abu Dhabi 

and other west Asian countries, during his visit, early this year. A number 
of other central sector projects has also been approved for location in dif- 
ferent places in the state. These include four gas-based plants, an aromatic 
complex, Hindustan Aircraft (HAL), Bharat Heavy Electricals (BHEL), HMT watch 
factory, Hindustan Photo Films, and an electronic telephone exchange equip- 
ment. The aggregate investment in all these units is estimated at over Rs. 
3,000 crores. ‘The industrial climate in the state has improved tremendously 
in the past few months, according to the chief minister. In an interview, 
Mr. Mishra said the recent ordinance exempting new manufacturing units from 
sales tax for a period of seven years, should help accelerate the process of 
industrialisation. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 18 Oct 83 


p 9) 


INDO-SOVIET SPACE COOPERATION--MOSCOW, October 16 (UNI): India and the Soviet 
Union will carry out joint studies in space meteorology in 1984, covering 
various fields. A new protocol, concluded here recently, envisages investi- 
gation of middle atmosphere up to 100-k.m. height with the help of earth- 

based means. The two countries will also undertake study of upper atmosphere 
up to 300-k.m. by simultaneously launching rockets from their territories. 
Experiments in tropical ionosphere will also be carried out by using injections 
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of different re-agents. The protocol also lays down future co-operation in 
studying interaction between atmosphere and oceans with the help of Soviet 
sputnicks. The entire programme for next year will be aimed at cosmic 
meteorology study and investigations of ironomy. The two countries are 
likely to be benefitted by the programme which will enable them to make 

both long-range and short-range weather forecasts. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES 
OF INDIA in English 17 Oct 83 p 9] 


STAND AT IATA--NEW DELHI, Oct. 19.--India had not tried to block the partici- 
pation by representatives of South Africa and Israeli airlines in the annual 
meeting of the International Air Transport Association to be held here from 
October 24 as there was no Governmental participation. Clarifying reports 
about the presence of South Africa and Israel at the IATA meeting, a spokes- 
man of the External Affairs Ministry said today that the meeting was of a 
technical character, being attended by airline representatives. The South 
African Government, as such, would not be attending the meeting and “on 
consideration of all factors, it was felt that representatives of South 
African Airline would be permitted to attend,” the spokesman said. As for 
Israeli attendance, he said that this was "in conformity with our past prac- 
tice’. The invitations to the conference had been issued by IATA. [Text] 
[Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 20 Oct 83 p 7] 


PILOTLESS TARGET PLANE--BANGALORE, Oct. 18.--India's first Indigenous Pilot- 
less Target Aircraft designed and developed by the Aeronautical Development 
Establishment will take to the skies by mid-1984, reports PTI. The prototype 
PTA is in an advanced stage of fabrication and simulation tests, the ADE, 
director, Air Vice-Marshal H. N. Krishnamurty, told a party of visiting re- 
porters here. He said the ADE had also developed a cockpit display system to 
help the pilot of a figher aircraft in more efficient weapon aiming and navi- 
gation through symbols projected in front of him, in the head up or head down 
positions. Such displays would relieve the pilot of the burden of reading 
through a myriad of instruments and help him to concentrate effectively on 
his mission, he said. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 18 Oct 83 

p 14) 


SOVIET CROP AID--NEW DELHI, Oct 19. New crop varieties developed with the ap- 
plication of chemical mutagens, supplied by the Soviet Union, have been re- 
leased for cultivation. The chemical mutagens, which enhances yield have been 
applied in crops like rice, wheat, grams, bean and pea, according to Dr. T. V. 
Salnikova of the plant breeding group at the Institute of Chemical Physics, 
Moscow. Dr. Salnikova, who is on a visit to India said there were better 
prospects in developing new varieties based on chemical mutagens in India. 
Chemical mutagens are used in inducing mutagens--permanent genetic changes in 
the biological characteristics--in plants. The plant breeding project at fre 
Indian Agriculture Research Institute has been undertaken by a protacol 

signed between the USSR Academy of Sciences and the Indian National Science 
Academy in 1981. Dr. Salnikova said the USSR had developed hundreds of chem- 
ical compositions, and had released ov«r 50 crop varieties. Dr. Balram Sharma 
of IARI said there was also a proposal to carry out such plant breeding experi- 
ments with Soviet chemical mutagens in other Indian institutions such as ‘the 
C.B. Pant University of Agriculture. Uttar Pradesh, Central Rice Researth 
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Institute, Cuttack and the Tuber Crops Research Institute, Trivandrum. He 
stressed the need for intensifying work in evolving and testing new seed 
varieties in research farms.--PTI. [Text] [Madras THF HINDU in English 
20 Oct 83 p 6} 


KERLA CABINET CHANGE--TRIVANDRUM, Oct 24 (UNI)--Indian Union Muslim League 
leader K Avukaderkutty Naha was today sworn in as a member cf the Karunakaran 
Cabinet in Kerala. Mr Naha, who will be Deputy Chief Minister, succeeds Mr 

C lH Mohammed Koya who died on 28 September. Covernor P Ramachandran ad- 
ministered the oaths of office and secrecy to Mr Naha at a brief swearing-in 
ceremony held at the Raj Bhavan. Chief Minister K Karunakaran, his Cabinet 
colleagues, MPs, MLAs and a large gathering witnessed the ceremony. Mr Naha 
(63), who had been a member of the Kerala Assembly ever since its inception 
in 1957 is becoming a Minister for the seventh time. [Text] [New Delhi 
PATRIOT in English 25 Oct 83 p 4] 
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PAKISTAN 


DEFENSE MINISTER CRITICIZES PPP, DISCUSSES SIND SITUATION 
Rawalpindi HURMAT in Urdu 6-22 Sep 83 p 7-1l 


[Interview with Defense Minister Mir Ali Ahmad Talpur by a team of HURMAT 
correspondents; date and place not specified] 


[Excerpts] Mir Ali Ahmad Talpur, federal Minister of Defense, belongs to a 
prominent and influential Sind family that played a vital part in the Pakistan 
movement and the struggle against the British. A nationally respected figure, 
he enjoys considerable influence in Sind. To obtain information about the 
civil disobedience movement, a team of HURMAT correspondents met with 

Mr Talpur, who spoke in his usual frank manner and expressed his views and 
conclusions forthrightly. 


[Question] What are your views regarding the present situation in Sind? 
[Answer] In what respect? 


[Question] People are saying many things regarding the present campaign in 
Sind, which is called a civil disobedience movement. A great deal is being 
published in the newspapers and the impression is being created that the 
campaign is not really one of civil disobedience but, to a certain extent, 
is a separatist movement. What are your views on the matter? 


[Answer] Sir, I would not call it a separatist movement. I have said openly 
and clearly in my earlier speeches and recently in my press conference that 
more than 95 percent of the inhabitants of Sind love Pakistan deeply and are 
willing to sacrifice their property and lives for the sake of the Islamic 
State. Of course, there are always individuals in every country whose pur- 
pose is to remain in opposition. I do not think that there will be any 
restriction on the expression of opposition as long as they do not resort 

to violence and vandalism. There is no government on earth, nor has there 
ever been a government, that allows individuals to take the law into their 
own hands. No government can remain silent while individuals, instead of 
protesting, resort to destructive acts. Over the past 83 years, I for one 
have not heard of any such government that gave individuals a free hand to 
wreak havoc. As far as a separatist campaign is concerned, I want to say 
unequivocally that the people of Sind are definitely not conducting such a 
campaign. I have already said this, without any reservations, and as I said 











in a Hyderabad press conference, there are individuals in the United States 
today who maintain that the country was formed illegally and that the Queen 
of England is the legitimate sovereign of the United States. People spread 
rumors; every government has its opponents and there is no harm in that. But 
no government can countenance vandalism and subversion. The people of Sind 
love Pakistan; they have loved Pakistan and still love it and will continue 
to love it. Of course, some individuals are engaged in subversion. 


[Question] Who are these individuals that you say are engaged in subversion? 


[Answer] These are the same people who call themselves the MRD, the Movement 
for the Restoration of Democracy. In my view, they want a dictatorship. 

It is impossible to believethat those who are themselves dictators and have 
been dictators in the past, who have never had any contact or relationship 
with the people, would now suddenly take up the people's cause, or as the 
saying goes, smear blood on themselves and join the martyrs. 


[Question] You have said in the past that the People's Party [PPP] shouid 
be banned permanently. Do you still think so? 


[Answer] Absolutely. I have said just that about the PPP. I have always 
said so, still say so and will continue to say so, God willing. The PPP 

is incapable of leading this country. Of course, if the Muslim League 

should come into power, that would be all right; if Jamaat-e Islami wishes 

to come take office, that would be all right too. If Nawabzadeh Nasrullah 
Khan, Ashraf Khan or Maulana Nurani want office there is no objection. These 
people think as Pakistanis, regard Pakistan as an Islamic state and call 
Pakistan an Islamic country. Have the people forgotten the time when the 
slogan was, "What is the meaning of Pakistan? No God but one God"? Their 
children shouted these slogans all the time. Have the people forgotten these 
things? How can they now talk of the PPP? It does not want democracy 
restored in the country because the party began with dictatorship and will 

end with dictatorship. Write this: No one can wipe out the past. The past 
of the PPP is ugly. On the one hand, they said that they would help the 
workers and peasants; and on the other hand, all the Pirs, Qraishis, Mirs, 
landowners and chiefs joined the party. What can we expect from these people? 
If they came into office now, would they spread good deeds in the world? I 
opposed them, still oppose them and will continue to oppose them, God willing, 
The PPP absolutely must not come into power. I also say that if the government 
Shows any weakness in this connection, it will harm the country. What kind 

of democracy is it to take out railroad tracks, break open jails and spread 
destruction? Should I not oppose such things? 


[Question] Would not talks with politicians at this time be productive? 


[Answer] IL have no objection; but it should not create the misunderstanding 
that, as the saying goes, the falling wall is getting another push. I am 
opposed to that. Of course, elections may be held in 6 months or 3 months; 
that depends on what the government wants to do. But I think that changing 
the 18-month program can create misunderstandings of various kinds. ihe 
18-month period was adopted with total sincerety, and the people have been 
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given assurance that this time frame will not be extended. No one claims 
that the 18-month program is God given; but the government has its position 
to think of. If Mrs Indira Gandhi were to shift her star? on Punjab, what 
respect would she have left? If the Indira government a. -ers its position 
on Assam, what will be its status? It would be interpreted as indicating 
that the Indian government wants more disturbances in India. Similarly, 

our government should prevent the spread of disorder; and if a crisis exists, 
the government should deal with it. 


[Question] Can you say on the basis of your own experience that the present 
government is capable of dealing with this crisis? 


[Answer] I am confident that, God willing, we will be able to end the crisis. 
As I have said b fore, we have no quarrel with those existing parties in the 
country that think in terms of the country's interests, that have an Islamic 
mentality. We are not at war with them; we do not fight against them and we 
have no differences with them. We will sit together and improve conditions. 
Because of certain administrative considerations, there has been some delay 
in gaining control over the situation; still, there should not have been 

even this delay. Talks can be held with other parties in regard to reform. 
There is no objection to talking and meeting with them; in taking and giving 
advice to these parties. I have named them all. I say, brother, if you 

hand over authority to the Khaksar movement today, I would not object because 
their point of view is Islamic; hand it over to the Muslim League. But 
people whose minds and thoughts are not in this country, who say that this 
country was created for those who live in villas and mansions, those who 

came from East Pakistan after seeing their homes destroyed by force, people 
from the United Provinces who lost everything they had and whose ruined families 
still live in Karachi--these people did not leave their homes and come here 

to earn a living. To say now that they came in search of employment, what 
kind of childish talk is that? 





[Question] Are you alluding to Mr Daultana? 

[Answer] IL am not alluding to anyone; but the fact is that Mr Daultana won 

the elections in the name of Islam. No matter what he says now, his supporters 
[sic] who lost to him lost because of Islam. 

[Question] What do you think of Wali Khan's party? 

[Answer] Those people are stubborn; they show no flexibility in their stand. 
[Question] You said that you would not object if the reins of government 

were to be handed over to other parties. Does that apply to Wali Khan's party 
as well? 


[Answer] IL would object. I would not have before, but I would object now. 


[Question] It is said that a foreign country is involved in the present 
Situation in Sind. 
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[Answer] One could say what the president has said, that this danger cannot 

be ignored. I think that India and Russia have been encouraged by this 
situation. The strained situation that existed before 14 August in Afghanistan 
and in the Indian province of Punjab and the south has eased because of 

the situation in Sind. In this way, Russia and India have profited. It is 

my view that their hand has been strengthened. 


[Question] Has anything come to your attention that clearly indicates that a 
foreign country has helped certain individuals in Sind? 


[Answer] [| cannot say anything in this regard, I have to observe certain 
limitations because I am responsible for matters connected with the defense 
of this country. There are certain things that cannot be divulged. 


[Question] The recent statements of Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and 
Foreign Minister Narasimha Rao convey the impression that Indian leaders 
were and still are interested in conditions in Sind. 


{Answer} Indian leaders are bound to be interested because India never really 
accepted Pakistan, even though Pakistan signed an agreement with India in all 
sincerety. At the time of Pakistan's establishment, they refused to give any 
military equipment or government supplies. This state of affairs has continued 
up to now and has never changed. I am in favor of ending it. I support 
friendly relations with India. But this has to be a two-way gesture; we 

alone cannot achieve it unilaterally. 


[Question] People think that Pakistan's protest to India was too mild and 
not suited to the dignity of an independent and free country. 


[Answer] In many matters, our mildness is not a bid thing. The present 
government is following serious policies. God has helped us in past years 
and we are confident that He will help us in the next 18 months and assure us 
a good future. 


[Question] God forbid, if efforts to bring the Sind situation under control 
should tail, would the army be utilized? 


[Answer] Why should the army be used? We are all Muslims. Since it has 

been decided that elections will be held in 18 months, what then is the 

need for that? We say that by all means, carry on agitation, conduct a 
campaign, but do not break things or create disturbances. Do not seek cheap 
publicity and mislead people. They are mistaken if they think that we will 
bend. God willing, in 18 months we will meet our responsibilities and fulfill 
our duty with wisdom, honesty, generosity and courage. We will carry on the 


work of government in accordance with these four virtues an!, at the appointed 
time, will hand over the reins of power to a representative government. We 
will say, ‘Goodby; now you can manage your own affairs." 

[Question] Should elections be held on a party or nonparty basis? 


(Answer] Ido not think that political parties can be ignored, because their 
presence is unavoidable. 
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[Question] There have been many cases of robbery, hold-ups and other crimes 
in Sind over the past year and a half which have created a feeling of 
insecurity among the people. What has caused this situation? 


[Answer] Crime exists everywhere. 


[Question] But the number of crimes committed in Sind has been comparatively 
greater. 


[Answer] Anyway, crime should be prevented and the incidents of kidnapping, 
etc., should not have been allowed to occur. As far as the people of Sind 
are concerned, please tell the people here on behalf of the Sindhis that 

we do not think of people in terms of Punjabis, Pathans, Baluchis, Kashmiris 
or Sindhis, [word illegible] or Muslims. We do not involve ourselves in such 
arguments. I cannot conceive of injustice being done to any individual 
because he does not belong to my area. 


[Question] Has Begum Bhutto written lettets to any prominent residents of 
Sind? 


[Answer] I do not know nor am I interested in this. If she should write, 

it will have no effect, God willing. Even if she should come herself, it will 
not produce any effect, God willing. She may come and live in dignity and 
honor; we will respect her. This is not the PPP government that women should 
be so dishonored. Let here come; she will be welcome. But God willing, 

she will not be able to do any harm. We have the help of God and the support 
of people who love Pakistan and Islam. 


[Question] May it all happen as you say, God willing. But are you sure 
that things will turn out this way? 


[Answer] God willing; we have full conficence. I have spent all my life 
in crises. Since my father's death, I have been dealing with crises; that 


is why I am not anxious or worried. I have never had one foot in each camp. 
I consider the present government to be in the right. 


[Question] Are you planning to visit the interior of Sind? 


[Answer] Yes, I will be going there, God willing; and you will see us hold 
our meetings and the people will also see. 


[Insert ] 
Begum Bhutto Sent Her Niece 
During the interview, the minister of defense was asked, since it was rumored 


that Begum Bhutto had written threatening letters to some large landowners 
in Sind, whether he had also received such a letter. He answered: 
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’ 


No, | have not received any such letter. However, in 1977, Begum Bhutto got 

in touch with me. She sent her niece to ask me to help them. I replied, begun, 
i do not nave the ability to do so and ask to be excused. Since the emissary 
was a lady, | went with her to her car as a gesture of respect and said 

goodbye. She did not come again. In fact, those people know that once I 

pledge my support to someone, I do not change sides. I have never abandoned 

a friend in time of need and danger; I have never had a foot in each camp." 
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PAKISTAN 


MUSLIM LEAGUE LEADER COMMENTS ON SIND DEVELOPMENTS, MRD 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAOT in Urdu 7 Oct 83 Magazine pp 2, 3, 12 


[Interview with former minister of law and general secretary of the defunct 
Muslim League S. M. Zafar by Mohammad Sharif Kaisani and Mohammad Ashraf 
Chatha: “Both Superpowers Are Playing Their Respective Roles in the MRD 
Movement; There Is No Movement in Sind Demanding Separation"; date and place 
not specified] 


[Excerpts] [Question] Could you give us a brief analysis and your impres- 
sions of the current political situation in the country? 


[Answer] There are political differences everywhere. They exist in India as 
well, There are reports about riots in Punjab, Kairala and West Bengal, but 
no one there says that the country will be destroyed or that it faces any 
danger. The reason 1s that in India, after a fixed period the central gov- 
ernment {6 accountable to the people, and it has to seek their votes in 

order to retain power. if the method of dealing with political differences 
is incorrect, the people have a right to change that regime. They express 
their opinions through their votes. It often happens that a political party 
previously in the government loses in the elections because the people have 
no confidence in It. 


Since this peaceful and safe path to the transfer of power is absent in the 
politics of Pakistan, whenever political differences arise here and those in 
authority try to resolve them through the police and the administrative 
machinery instead of resolving them politically, matters get worse and the 
chances of conflict increase. Yor example, 1f today the government announces 
that elections will be held by the end of 1984 and that the political party 
gaining the majority will form the government, the conditions currently 
eziating in Sind and the movement operating in the rest of the country will 
come to an end by themselves. 


The question is, why don't we do 1t? Why do we wait so long that the roads 
are emeared with blood and property is damaged? If the right step is taken 
at the right time, we can benefit from it. Unfortunately, we have formed the 
habit that we take the right step but not at the appropriate time. 
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There is another rumor that if a new government is elected, it will abolish 

all those Islamic values and laws that have been enforced during the present 
era. Islam is a religion sent by God. The first thing in this regard is 

that no one, for any reason, should become the claimant and the monopolist of 
safeguarding Islam. Cod Himself will protect this religion. Second, such 
things certainly create an impression that the Islamic values or laws have been 
imposed on us, that they are not a part of our thinking. Nothing will be 
gained by trying to promote Islam in this way. On the contrary, doubts and 
suspicions will be aroused that Islam is being used to prolong the period of 
power. The very belief in Islam, in this struggle for power, will be harmed. 


[Question] In light of these introductory remarks, would you say something 
about the current situation in Sind? Can the movement initiated in Sind be 
called a movement for Sindudesh, as certain circles claim? 


[Answer] I shall refute the first question regarding the current situation 
in Sind. People who link the activities in Sind to Sindudesh are making 
totally incorrect and foolish statements. According to my personal analysis 
and knowledge, nothing of this sort exists so far in this movement in Sind. 


The MRD is a unity of the political parties of the entire country. It 
includes the People's Party, the Tahrik-e Istiqlal and the NDP [National 
Democratic Party], which are the country's well-known and politically popular 
parties. Their members are present in every section and part of the country. 
When such a unity announces the launching of a movement, and subsequently the 
movement functions more forcefully in one region, this does not mean that 
that particular region is inclined toward separation. Rather, it indicates 
that the people of that region are in the forefront in achieving their objec- 
tive. I shall give an example to clarify this remark. When a movement to 
establish Pakistan was launched, Punjab, the Frontier Province and Baluchistan 
lagged far behind. Sind was the first to support this movement. This 
province decided in favor of the Muslim League in 1938. Punjab, in this 
regard, reached a decision after several years. To be in the forefront of 
any movement is proof of political wisdom. This does not denote an inclina- 
tion toward separation. Furthermore, the people who have been imprisoned or 
jailed during this movement in Sind are not local or provincial leaders but 
are mostly nationally renowned leaders. Now, if the question is that they 
have been imprisoned because they are Sindhis, that does not lower their 
national status. Instead, their dignity and prestige is enhanced. One 
thing, however, does cause concern--since all the high-ranking leaders are 
now imprisoned, the movement is slipping into the hands of low-level leaders, 
as a result of which violence and destruction are increasing in the movement. 
The imprisonment of nz nal leaders brings about this result. 


[Question] What dangers do you foresee from the leadership of the movement 
slipping into the hands of low-ranking leaders and extremists? 


[Answer] When the leadership falls into the hands of the extremists, there 
is always a danger of two defects. One is done to the movement itself, and 
difficulties in and obstacles to the democratic process ensue. Second, when 
anarchy spreads, those elements that are unable to achieve their specific 
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goals under normal circumstances usually succeed in taking advantage of the 
Situation. Such people, whose ideologies are against the national objectives, 
exist in every country. However, they do not get an opportunity to express 
their views or achieve their objectives. But when there is anarchy and the 
leadership of a movement falls into the hands of the extremists and inexperi- 
enced leaders, the activity and intervention of those elements increases and 
they play their part to the full. If the situation in Sind remains unchanged 
much longer, these elements, which include even those people who favor separa- 
tion, will have an opportunity to do what they want, not only in Sind but in 
the other provinces as well. Despite these activities, my personal opinion, 
however, is that the movement in Sind has not yet entered the stage of 
extremism. The current destruction and violence are a common way of expressing 
displeasure. This violence has nothing to do with separation. 


[Question] Certain circles say that the MRD is backed by foreign powers. 
Don't the recent statements of the prime minister of a neighboring country 
strengthen this perception? 


[Answer] The first thing that I would like to say in this regard is that 
first of all we have to clarify the difference between the movement and the 
political activity. When political activity exists in a country, there will 
be a minimum of intervention by foreign countries. But when a movement is 
operating in a country, no matter what the circumstances foreign powers, in 
their respective ways, influence that movement. This is true with regard to 
the present movement and also the movements that have operated before this. 
You might well bear in mind that no movement can operate in this country or 
in any other developing country that is comprised purely of that country's 
agents and elements and is in no way influenced or swayed by foreign powers. 
In the global politics of today, countries take deep interest in each other's 
internal affairs. The superpowers, especially, cannot avoid this, since it 
is a part of their policy. At the same time, however, it should also be 
remembered that a place where a ruble is spent, a dollar is spent there, too, 
and if an Indian rupee comes into a country, there is the Saudi riyal as well. 
This is the way the foreign powers compete against each other. Under such 
circumstances, therefore, if a unilateral allegation is made that the current 
movement is supported by a foreign power, it is impossible for me to refute 
that. However, that is not a complete statement, to me. The full truth is 
that both of the superpowers are playing their respective roles in the cam- 
paign and they are also analyzing it according to their respective lights. 
They are somehow participating in it, too. This is natural according to cur- 
rent world principles. In the presence of the CIA and the KGB, no one should 
be optimistic that they will not be active during the campaign. The best 
thing is to avoid the time when the need arises for a movement to be launched 
or conducted in the country. The sad thing is that despite repeated experi- 
ence, we still do not resolve our problems in a political manner. 





We have all condemned Indira Gandhi's remarks. I feel that for the past few 
years, she has considered herself above and free from all types of rules and 
regulations, and she lists the neighboring countries, espectally, as being 
under her control. So far, all her statements that have come to the forefront 
regarding Pakistan are against normal world protocol. In my opinion, the real 
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basis of her remarks is the philosophy that power can do anything it wishes, 
and the talk between the sheep and the wolf befits Indira Gandhi's remarks. 
Therefore, we must correct the situations in our homeland. As soon as the 
political conditions in our country are reformed, Indira Gandhi will auto- 
matically stop making statements, and she will start speaking about real world 
conflicts. Condemnation is not the only way to deal with her; instead, the 
answer lies in reforming the situation in our country, especially now when 
conditions have not yet deteriorated too far. They can either be easily con- 
trolled by mutual understanding or a solution can be found for that. The 
present situation is that two-thirds of the path is already determined, but 
one-third of the procedure, without which even the first steps cannot be 
accomplished, has been postponed instead of being settled. I am hinting at 
the political structure of 12 August 1983, in which it was stated that the 
1973 constitution will be the fundamental document and that elections will be 
held by March 1985. But the soul of the constitution and the source of elec- 
tions, that is, the existence of the political parties, has not been accepted, 
s0 that a whole glass of milk has been turned sour. 


[Question] You mention the political system, but how do you interpret the 
fact that before 12 August the country's situation was normally peaceful, 
whereas after 12 August, all of a sudden the riots began? In your opinion, 
what is the justification for these riots when the government, in response to 
the politicians’ long-time demands, offered a clear political program? 


[Answer] Until 12 August, the people and the politicians demonstrated great 
patience and tolerance and waited for the government's political program. If 
the right announcement had been made on 12 August, the reaction would cer- 
tainly have been very positive; there were definite hopes and it was also 
noted that 6 years have passed, a long grace period granted to the present 
rulers. On 12 August, therefore, a statement would be heard according to the 
people's wishes, but it brought severe disappointment to the people. In other 
words, it was like being dumped out of the frying pan into the fire. 


Another allegation is also levied that the MRD had already planned to launch 

a movement on 14 August. The conclusion drawn from this is that no matter 
what statement had been made, the movement would definitely have been initi- 
ated. Even if this {is accepted as true, under such circumstances, there was 
another justification as well. That was that on 12 August the right type of 
political program should have been given, so that the MRD's announcement would 
have become meaningless and they would not have reacted on 14 August. Per- 
ceiving their announcement as a notice, there was no harm if the government 
had taken the correct step for the sake of the country, and the parties that 
were outside the MRD would certainly have commended the good measures taken by 
the government. In the meeting of the Muslim League on 3 September, this 
issue was studied in great detail. Analyzing the political system announced 
on 12 August, Chaudri Mohammad Husain Chatha said that no mention was made of 
the political parties because the government did not regard them as worthy of 
attention. Therefore, for the political parties, this political structure 
also should not be worthy of attention. Thus, the Muslim League declared the 
political structure of 12 August unworthy of attention. Now as long as the 
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government does not agree to hold the next elections on the basis of political 
parties, the Muslim League is not prepared to ponder its political structure. 
If it contains any good aspects, they are useless to us. 


[Question] If the transfer of power is not peaceful, what course will the 
political situation take? 


[Answer] This question is a matter of concern to all of us. To find an 
answer, let us for a while leave the political arena and think. Under present 
circumstances, only two things can happen. First, the MRD campaign will move 
forward and the other political parties will also join it. Second, the MRD 
campaign will be unsuccessful and the government will suppress it severely. 


The consequences of the first option have been experienced twice in this 
country. The first was when Ayub Khan left the government and handed over 
power to another military leader. The second was the consequence of Bhutto's 
regime, when on 5 July 1977 a successful martial law was imposed. Since, at 
present, the second option is nonexistent, it seems that if the campaign moves 
forward it will head toward the first option, and after changes in the indi- 
viduals in the present government, the new regime will decide to proceed toward 
elections. I am against this situation and hope that such a time never comes. 
On the contrary, talks should be held between the current regime and the 
politicians so that there is a reconciliation. 


The second thing that can be contemplated in the analysis is that if this cam- 
paign fails, the current government, in the circumstances, will proceed with 
its program. I can clearly foresee that the elections the current government 
wishes to hold in 1984 or 1985 will be on nonparty basis. The current gov- 
ernment's wish and thinking are leading them toward the fact that the next 
elections will be held on a nonparty basis; although one experiment of this 
sort has previously proved unsuccessful. Despite trying, so far the govern- 
ment has been unable to acquire a political philosophy. Therefore, they wish 
to fill this gap with the political process of safeguarding the 1973 constitu- 
tion, but such a measure is only taken to gain time. I feel that despite this 
effort to gain more time, the problem will not go away. 


[Question] If the political parties are not prepared to hold talks with the 
government, do you think the Muslim League can play a vital role to fill this 


gap? 


[Answer] It is more important to find the reason why certain political parties 
are presently unwilling to hold talks with the government. In my opinion, 

the reason is that the current government has to a great extent lost its con- 
fidence. Therefore, if it intends to begin talks without an agenda, these 
parties also will not be prepared to participate. On the contrary, if the 
government specifies its agenda--for example, if it says that elections will 
be held in 1984 instead of 1985 and that they will be held among the regis- 
tered political parties or that all political parties will be permitted to 
participate in the elections--then, perhaps, even the parties that at present 
are not in favor of holding talks might be prepared to review their decision. 
The Muslim League in this situation will definitely be able to play a positive 
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role. We will be able to activate our unity of the Jamiatul Ulema-e 

Pakistan (JUP) on this issue, and we can also prepare other political parties 
for talks from its platform on this sort of agenda. Nevertheless, it is nouse 
inviting or gathering parties for talks on an undetermined agenda, nor will the 
political parties be prepared for talks at present, when the situation of con- 
fidence and trust is unsatisfactory. 


As for establishment of a national government, may I say that in the beginning 
the Muslim League's stand was that a political national government should be 
established for the elections, but this could only prove beneficial before 

the campaign started, not now. It is essential to review and ponder previous 
decisions as we face new political situations. The current campaign of the 
MRD has pushed the issue of the establishment of a national government into the 
background. 


[Question] There is a common perception about the Muslim League that this 
party is playing the role of the B team of the current regime. How would you 
clarify this point? 


[Answer] I would refute it. The Muslim League is not the government's B 
team. Nevertheless, it is true that it has not involved the regime in any 
trouble, as a result of which it is thought that the Muslim League made many 
decisions that were contrary to the government's policy and intention. For 
example, when an announcement was made in 1979 for municipal elections, the 
Muslim League opposed it and pressed the current regime to hold general elec- 
tions first. The Muslim League did not participate in those municipal elec- 
tions. Similarly, we opposed the formation of the Advisory Council as well, 
and the Muslim League leaders who contrary to our decisions joined the 
Advisory Council were relieved of their membership. I have announced previ- 
ously and even Pir Pagara Sahib himself has said that those people are no 
longer members of the Muslim League. Those leaders were also given an ulti- 
matum till 5 September 1983, after which the party's door will be closed to 
them forever. Just look at the Muslim League's reaction to the political sys- 
tem announced on 12 August. The party did not accept it. Now if the 
remaining query is why did the Muslim League itself not launch a campaign or 
ioin the current movement, the answer is that every political party has its 
own organizational structure and ideology. Therefore, I feel that it is 
totally inappropriate to draw the conclusion that just because the Muslim 
League did not immediately launch a campaign or participate in a campaign 
already under way, it is collaborating with the government or playing the 
role of its B team. In the meeting we had last month, that is on 3 September 
1983 in Islamabad, all the members talked about their dependence on the people 
and openly announced that they do not wish for any political activity while 
separated from the people. 


[Question] What are the true motives of the cold war going on between you 
and Pir Sahib on the issue of the powers of the secretary general of the 


Muslim League? 


[Answer] Pir Sahib is an important and powerful personality in Sind, and he 
has accomplished many outstanding feats in politics. Especially during the 
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last days of the movement for national unity, he accomplished a historic and 
impressive task. We have no personal conflicts. We do have some differences 
in our statements about the Muslim League's policy. According to my judgment, 
the issue regarding which Pir Sahib raised a question about my authority has 
been resolved. A big political party always contains a democratic method for 
settling such differences, and we have gracefully solved this problem between 
ourselves. The things that I have just said in this interview have been said 
in my capacity as secretary general. 


[Question] Isn't the participation or nonparticipation of the Muslim League 
in the MRD the cause of these differences? It is said that you are in favor 
of joining the MRD and that you were also among those who prepared the docu- 
ment for this unity. Pir Sahib, on the other hand, is against joining the MRD. 


[Answer] It is true that I was involved in preparing the document for the 
MRD, but I participated in it according to Pir Sahib's instructions, and I 
continue to present my views. The cause of our conflicts is not being unable 
to joint the MRD, because Pir Sahib and I mutually agree on the issue and 

we did not join the MRD. The Muslim League had demanded that it be written 

in the MRD’s proclamation that after martial law a national government should 
be formed. But the MRD did not agree to our proposal. If the leaders of the 
MRD had agreed to our proposal at that time, perhaps we too would have joined 
this movement. The reason for presenting a proposal on the establishment of 

a national government was that the Muslim League thought that after the 
termination of martial law, instead of recalling the old assembly general 
elections should be held under the supervision of a national government. I 
did not have any conflict with Pir Sahib on this issue. Nevertheless, many 
things happen in a party. Some people also provoke each other. But I feel 
that compared with other parties, the Muslim League enjoys many more democratic 
rights of difference of opinion. That is why, sometimes, one gets the impres- 
sion that we two office-holders are thinking in different directions. 


9779 
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PAKISTAN 


SIXTH PLAN ALLOCATIONS FOR SIND DISCUSSED 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 3 Nov 83 p l 


[Text ] 
gramme for Sind, the sources said 
; : _ woulg give priority consideration 
Sind is expected to receive to health a ents postions 
Pe in Karachi a wou provi 
additional amount of Rs. 5.50 substantial funds for this purpose. 
hillion to Rs. 6 billion from The +1" Coa has 
_ approved a Rs. 10. illion pro- 
the Federal Government dur gramme for Sind during the cur- 
ing current five-year plan rent plan period against proposal 
riod of Rs. 34 billion made by the 
” : Provincial Government, 
Informed sources told BUSI- 
NESS RECORDER that the Go- 
vernment would provide about 
Rs, 4.50 billion for the Special 
Development Plan for Karachi 
and remaining amount for imple- 
mentation of Special Priorities 
Programme for the whol of 
province. 
They said the Special Develop- 
ment Plan for Karachi is in now 
final stage of formulation and 
the areas to be covered by it has 
already been identified by the 
Federal Planning Minister Dr. 
Mahbubul Hag in recent Maijjis- 
e-Shura session, 
The proposed Special Plan for 
Katachi will cover the schemes 
of improvement of water supply, 
cra nage system, transport servi- 
ces and rehabilitation programme 
for Katchi Abadis, 
According to the sources, Dr. 
Hag is due in the City next week, 
during which, the proposed Spe- 
cial Plan for Karachi will be gi- 
ven final approval in consulta- 
tion with the Sind Governor, Lt- 
Gen. SM. Abbasi, 
They said the proposed Special 
Pian will not cover health and 
education development schemes in 
Karachi for which funds will be 
allocated in the Special Priorities 
Programme for whole of the 
province. 
Tne Special Priorities Pro- 
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SIND MINISTER ON JOB QUOTA FOR SINDHIS 
Karachi DAWN in English 9 Nov 83 p 8 


{Text } 


The Sind Minister for Finance 
and Industries, Mr. Ashraf W. Ta- 
bani, said in Karachi yesterday that 
quota allocations for Sind in matter 
of employment in Government- 
controlled organisations had been 
met. 

He told a radio news conference, 
broadcast on the provincial hook- 
up programme, that his statement 
was basec on the report of a survey 
carried out on the instruction of the 
Federal Government. 

tie emphatically said that no dis- 
crimination was shown towards the 
local people in the matter of emp- 
loyment in Government-controlled 
organisations Or even in private en- 
terprises. He added that adequate 
number of locals had been emp- 
loyed in private sector industrial 
and manufacturing concerns. 

The Minister, however, made it 
clear that jobs, requiring highly 
technical and professional skill, 
had to be filled in on merit basis. 

Mr. Tabani told the questioner 
that the matter had been raised in 
the Sind Council. 

Regarding industrial progress in 
the province, the Minister said that 
the Government had recently set 
up a handicraft complex at Bhit 
Shah, where about 60 local artisans 
were provided with all necessary 
facilities to produce goods which 
could be marketed locally or in 
foreign countries. 

Mr. Taban: said that the pace of 
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implementation of industrial pro- 
jects, sanctioned by the Federal 
Government agencies during the 
last five years, showed industrial 
progress in Sind. 

Elaborating, he said 184 indust- 
rial projects were sanctioned from 
1977-78 to 1981-82, of which 98 un- 
its were now in production and 26 
others were in various stages of im- 
plementation. As such, the imp- 
‘ementation ratio of sanctioned 
projects was 66 per cent, he added. 

Similarly, he said, the results of 
the implementation of three years’ 
programme for promotion of small 
industries in Sind had been excel- 
lent and would exceed the initial 
projections by the end of current 
fiscal year. 

In view of the encouraging re- 
sults, he said, the provincia] Gov- 
ernment had asked the Investment 
Advisory Centre of Pakistan to pre- 
pare a portfolio of small industries 
for the benefit of small 
entrepreneurs. 

The government, he said, was 
providing all possible facilities for 
setting up industries in the interior 
of the province, and had already 
established a number of industrial 
estates and industrial parks where 
necessary infrastructure facilities 
were available. 

Mr. Tabani said that the Govern- 
ment was now inducing investors to 
set up industries in the interior of 
Sind, instead of Karachi—APP. 
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PIR PAGARA CRITICIZES MRD MOVEMENT 
Karachi DAWN in English 8 Nov 83 p 12 


{Text ] 
HYDERABAD, Nov. 7: President 


of the defunct PML, Pig Pagara said 
here tonight that the objective of 
the so-called MRD movement was 
to disintegrate Pakistan and, there- 
fore those who had died during the 
movement could not be called 
“martyrs”. 

“Would anyone call a thief a 
martyr if he was killed while com- 
mitting theft,” he asked? 

Talking to Pressmen at the resi- 
dence of Nawab Rashid Ali Khan 
where he was the chief guest at a 
dinner, Pir Saheb said, he had no 
business to call for the release of 
Mr. Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi or other 
detained MRD leaders, and it was 
upto their families or their at- 
torneys to demand their release. 

He told Pressmen that dialogue 
with the Government for early elec- 
tions had not ended and will con- 
tinue in future. He said that he had 
supported Mayors Afghani and 
Ahad Yusuf because they were the 
most suitable candidates and the 
exigencies of time demanded that 
they should have his full support. 

Referring to the Young Doctors’ 
hunger strike Pir Saheb sarcasti- 
cally remarked, “I can only pray for 
more “Rizq” for them and nothing 
more.” 


Earlier, Pir Saheb, addressing 
the dinner gathering congratulated 
the newly elected Mayor, Syed 
Ahad Yusuf and Deputy Mayor 
Bashir Chandio, who were present 
on the occasion. 


The dinner was largely attended 
by councillors of “Shehri Ittehad” 
and elite of the town. 
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COUNTRY URGED TO BREAK CYCLE OF CONSTANT BORROWING 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 2 Oct 83 p 2 


[Text] Pakistan's finance minister, Mr Ghulam Ishaq Khan, has complained 
that the assistance provided by industrial powers and international financial 
organizations to the developing countries has been decreasing over the years 
and that as the latter countries have been bearing a disproportionate burden 
of the market slump since 1967, there has not been any significant increase 
in the growth of their production nor has it been possible to increase their 
per capita gross national income. Addressing a joint session of the IMF 

and IBRD, Ghulam Ishaw Khan spoke of the destructive effects of decreased aid 
to developing countries and the imposition of various limitations on trade 
with them. At the same time, he expressed grave concern over the dwindling 
resources of the IMF and the World Bank. He lightly rebuked the developed 
countries, warned them not to be selfish and asked them to share their 
prosperity and the wealth they earned from all over the world with the 
people of the developing countries. 


Ghulam Ishaq Khan is one civil servant who has always counted on foreign aid 
for solving economic problems. He has been involved with Pakistan's financial 
problems for at least 15 or 20 years. For the past 6 years alone he has served 
as the finance minister. Before this he was the secretary to the finance 
minister and before that he was governor of the State Bank of Pakistan. 


The foreign aid that our finance minister speaks about is actually foreign 
loans. These loans are packaged and presented in such a way as to make them 
look like aid, so as not to alarm the people. The result of taking loans 

in the name of aid has been that Pakistan today is immersed in loans from head 
to foot. Not a single child is born today that is not burdened with debt right 
from its birth. Every year, tens of millions of rupees are spent just to pay 
the interest on these debts. What is most interesting is that new loans have 
been acquired in order to pay the interest on the old ones. One interesting 
question that arises is, is there any single loan that has yet been paid up 

in full. 


Had it not been for the valuable foreign exchange sent by Pakistanis living 
overseas in the Middle East, Europe and America to support our economy and 
help in easing the loan situation, it is difficult to say what our plight 
might have been. The bleak picture of such a state of affairs is enough to 
send a chill through our heart. 
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It is difficult to say how the other developing countries are faring, but as 
far as we are concerned, we get loans with no hesitation, but we do not take 
steps to become independent of loans. Then again the loans obtained are 

not spent on the right things. Due to defective planning, most of the money 
is wasted with the result that we do not achieve our goals and our projects 
meet with failure. This cycle keeps repeating itself and we are becoming 
more and more entangled with debts. We do not apprehend the seriousness 

of this situation, and with the begging bowl in our hands, we seek still more 
loans. The dwindling by the fact that major industrial countries, including 
superpowers, have not been paying their dues to these financial organizations, 
as a result of which the resources of these organizations are at their lowest 
ebb. The major industrial countries and superpowers are in fact putting all 
their resources into building dangerous weapons. Their excuse is that they 
are protecting themselves from World War III, but they do not seem to realize 
that if they were to use these weapons then they would also be destroyed 
along with their adversaries. This process can only be halted if all countries 
are freed from the threat of destructive atomic wars and are given strong 
assurance that these countries will stop making weapons for the destruction 

of humanity and use their resources for beneficial purposes. But this topic 
is outside our scope. 


The real issue facing a country like Pakistan is to do its best to free itself 
from the necessity to borrow money, and to be able to do this, in all likeli- 
hood we will have to decide not to borrow money in the future. Under these 
conditions, we might have to face difficulties for the next few years. But 

as our nation is imbued with the spirit of sacrifice and determination to free 
itself from the shackles of loans, it will willingly bear difficulties and 
hardships. During this period we can pay our debts in full and become sole 
and undisputed masters of our own resources. Now the time has come to break 
the begging bowl and refuse to allow ourselves to become pawns otherwise 

these loans will one day bring about our ruin and destruction. 
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AUSTRALIA SAID WILLING TO HELP PAKISTAN. IN VARIOUS FIELDS 


Karachi DAWN in English 9 Nov 383 p 8 


[Text } 


Australia is ready to help 
Pakistan in the development of 
arid land, livestock, animal 
husbandry, energy, mineral explo- 
rations and electronic micro- 
processing and various other fields. 

This was stated by the leader of 
Australian Trade Development 
Council survey mission, Mr V.J. 
Danilo, at a meeting with the mem- 
bers of Karachi Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry here on 
Tuesday. 

Mr Danilo said that the members 
of his mission had been greatly im- 
pressed by tremendous growth 
achieved by Pakistan during the 
last few years. Pakistan's success 
stands clearly in the present cli- 
mate of world recession and 
economic malaise. 

Pakistan and Australia, he said, 
enjoyed good relations and their 
visit was a step to. further 
strengthen the relationship in all 
fields. 

Lauding Pakistan’s economic 
progress, the leader said that the 
establishment of steel mill and suc- 
cess in agriculture were note- 
worthy achievements. Pakistan, he 
said, today was the exporter of rice, 
wheat, cotton, and sugar. 
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About the objects of their visit, 
Mr Danilo said that it was an exp- 
loratory mission to study in which 
way Australia could help Pakistan. 

The leader said that the present 
volume of trade between the two 
countries was very smal] and im- 
balanced. Pakistan exported only 
cotton fabrics and hence suffered 
imbalance in trade. 

He said that Market Advisory 
Services, an organisation in Au- 
stralia, could also help Pakistan by 
providing marketing advices for 
boosting export. 

He referred to the participation 
of Pakistan in fair held at Sydney, 
Melbourne and Perth where con- 
sumer goods were on display. He 
said that at the time of his de- 
parture to Pakistan, the sale of 
Pakistani goods in the fairs were of 
the order of 1.1 million Australian 
dollars. The sale had, according to 
latest information, risen to five mil- 
lion Australian dollars (about 55 
million) which is one-fourth of 
Pakistan’s annual exports. 

In his welcome address, Mr 
Jawed Sultan Japanwala, Presi- 
dent, Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Karachi said _ that 
Pakistani manufactured and semi- 
manufactured goods should be gi- 
ven concession by Australia either 
through GSP or through some other 
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well-defined mechanism in order to 
evolve a reasonable balanced trade 
pattern between the two friendly 
countries. 

He said the total volume of Pak- 
Australian trade which amounted 
to Rs 754 million in 1980-81 has now 
moved to Rs 1197 million in 1982- 
83. The imports of Pakistan from 
Australia which amounted to Rs 
501.9 million in 1980-81 have risen 
to Rs 980.9 million in 1982-83, 
whereas the exports from Pakistan 
to Australia which were Rs 252.8 
million in 1980-81 have declined to 
Rs. 216.2 million in 1982-83. Thus, 
although Pakistan’s «veral] trade 
with Australia has improved con- 
siderably during recent years, the 
balance of trade continues to 
persist against Pakistan. 

He underscored the need for en- 
larging the list of items to be ex- 
changed between the _ two 
countries. 

He hoped the Australian mission 
will assess the possibilities and po- 
tential for Australian investment 
in Pakistan particularly in agro- 
based industries, dairy farming, 
steel and mineral-based industries, 
engineering and electronic in- 
dustries etc —APP/PPI 








NEW SINDHI PARTY FORMED 


Karachi DAWN in English 8 Nov 33 p 12 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


The New Sindhi National Front, 
formed in Karachi on Sunday with 
emphasis on solidarity between the 
old and new Sindhis, will have a 
Zi-member steering committee 
with Mr Mahmoodul Hag Usmani,a 
noted political figure, as its likely 
convener. 

Mr Usmani told ‘Dawn’ last even 
ing it was proposed to appoint com. 
mittees composed of old and new 
Sindhis at the district level with a 
mandate to work in unison for the 
cause ff democracy. 

Describing the MRD struggle asa 
‘Save-Pakistan’ movement, he said 
the objective in forming the Front 
was to show that all sections of the 
new Sindhis were wlidly behind 
the struggle carried on by the old 
Sindhis for restitution of their 
fundamental rights. 

The New Sindhi National Front 
was set up through a joint declara 
tion signed by over 15 intellectuals, 
«xial and political leaders at a 
select meeting held at Mr 
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Mahmoodul Haq Usmani’s resi: 
dence. Prominent among them 
were: 

Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani. 
and Prot. Shah Faridul Haq, Presi- 
dent and Deputy Secretary- 
General, respectively, of the de- 
funct JUP; Allama Agil Turabi of 
the defunct Tehrik-i-Istiqial; Prof. 
Karrar Husain; Mr Justice (retd) 
Fazle Ghani; Syed Mohammad 
Taqi;, Mr Minhaj Barna Chairman, 
APNEC (Burna Group) and Syed 
Ali Mukhtar Rizvi of the defunct 
National Awami Party. 

Maulana Noorani, speaking on 
the occasion, said the Sindhis were 
a dedicated people and to say that 
their struggle was ‘subversive’ was 
a ‘crude attempt’ to malign the pro- 
democracy movement. 

Mr. Usmani said that solidarity 
between the old and new Sindhis 
was the need of the hour, and the 
Front with its activities would de-| 
monstrate that the old and new 
Sindhis shared their joys and wr- 
rows equally. 
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KAUSAK NIAZI STRESSES COMPROMISE BETWEEN REGIME, POLITICIANS 


Karachi DAWN in Fnglish 8% Nov 83 p 12 


[Text] 


Maulana Kausart Niaz, Chairman 
of the defunct Progressive People’s 
Party, yesterday urged all political 
parties to take a realistic view of 
the national crisis and, as 4 way out, 
commit themselves to an unop- 
posed election of Gen. Mohammad 
Zia ul Hag as President for a five 
year term 

The Government, on its part, 
should reciprocate the gesture by 
removing ban on political parties 
and politi al activites, releasing all 
political prisoners and allowing the 
parties to use official media to pro- 
ject their respective manifestoes 
and programmes 

Speaking at a Press confereme, 
Maulana Kausar Niaz suggested 
that an opportunity should also be 
provided to the non-registered 
parties to wek registration. Even if 
4 party is considered to be against 
Islam and the Pakistan ideology 
(which, he said, was none ), the Gov- 
ernment might wek a reference 
from the Supreme Court of 
Pakistan under the 1974 
Constitution 

VUaulana Kausar Niaz said he 
was hopeful that, given 4a concilia 
tory and accommodating spirit, 
comtroversial matters like amend 
ing the Constitution or formation of 
the proposed National Security 
Councs) could be made negotiable 
hetween the Government and the 
polititans 


He told a questioner he would 
want President Zia-ul-Haq to dis- 
card the military uniform and re- 
main a civilian Head of the State, if 
elected unanimously. 

Opposing the no-party elections, 
the Maulana pointed out that al- 
though they might suit the working 
of local bodies for solving local 
problems, such an electora! mode 
would be highly detrimental to the 
national interests. 

He explained that to grapple 
with issues of national and interna- 
tional importance it was necessary 
that elected representatives 
should have necessary grooming 
and experience as a partyman. 

Maulana Niazi felt the Govern- 
ment was reluctant to hold elec- 
tions on party basis because of its 
disbelief that the representatives 
80 elected would agree to choose a 
President of the Government's 
choice. He said the deadlock would 
continue unless a clear-cut under- 
standing was reached between the 
Government and politicians. 

About the MRD movement, 
Maulana Kausar Niazi said it had 
taken a violent turn and, had been 
confined to a particular region. 


On the situation in Sind, 
Maulana Kausar Niazi said that to 
dub the Sindhis as ‘separatists’ was 
an insult to their sense of 
patriotism and love for Islam. 
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COMMENTARY ON SIXTH PLAN DEBATE, OTHER TOPICS 


Karachi DAWN in English 7 Nov 83 p 7 


[Article by M. A. Mansuri] 


[Text ] 





SITTING in Islamabad, an 
island of peace, everything 
appeared to be fine last 
week: the weather, the law 
and order situation, the 
country’s economy and 
foreign policy, develop- 
ments in the political field, 
and work on the Sixth Five- 
Year Plan which, the Maijlis- 
i-Shoora was told, aimed at 
national pfosperity, self- 
reliant economy, justice to 
all and the Establishment of 
an Islamic Order. But still 
this picture did not answer 
ail the questions. 

There were reports that the Elec. 
tion Commission had accelerated 
the pace of its work after recent 
meetings with high-ups. But what 
was this work whose pace had been 
accelerated and why, was not exp- 
Jained, and this left the people 
guessing 

The Majlis i-Shoora devoted full 
10 days to debate the Sixth Five- 
Year Plan which was launched ab 
out three months ago. Nearly 100 
members and nine Ministers 
participated in the debate which 
was initiated by the Pianning 
Minister, Dr Mahbubul Hag. 

Winding up the debate, Dr. Haq 
gave the news that the final edition 
of the Plan had yet to be completed, 
and that it would also include 4 
separate chapter on wages. He did 
not make any reference tw the 
country’s labour policy which is 
said to be evading finalisation for 


the past several years. Maybe, he 
plans to add a separate chapter on 
that also at a later stage 

Dr Haq is an economist of inter- 
national repute, known for his un- 
derstanding of ticklish economic 
problems, research, and the con- 
nected matters. Though he was as 
sociated with the World Bank for 
many years until he returned to 
look after the country’s develop- 
ment, he continued to be consulted, 
since the Field Marshal Ayub Khan 
days, almost every government in 
the country on its economic 
problems. 

In the Shoora debate on the Sixth 
Pian, he was applauded when he 
Beclared that Pakistan under no 
circumstances would give up its 
right to the use of nuclear energy 
and would not succumb to any pres- 
sure of what he described as the 
“nuclear colonisation”. Pointing 
out that the Chashma nuclear pro- 
ject would be completed by the 
middie of the Seventh Five-Year 
Plan, and would be sevenfold big- 
ger than the Karachi Nuclear 
Power Plant, he emphasised that 
“the nuclear energy costs 50 per 
cent Jess” than the conventional 
power. We do not know whether he 
has revised his earlier-opinion or he 
has forgotten it. But, it 4s still avail. 
able, and is just the opposite of 
what he has said now. In his “basic 
need”, a document of December 
1977, when he was still associated 
with the World Bank. he had 
opined that “Chashma nuclear 
plant will produce energy at twice 
the cost of hydro and gas turbine 
investments, and might be drupped 
altogether in favour of some al 
ternative sources.” 
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He had similar views about thy 
Karachi Steel Mill, Port Qasim and 
many other projects About the 
Stee! Mill he was of the opinion 
that “while the Stee) Mill 1s alread, 
about 25 per cent complete, most of 
this 1s on the form of housing, shops 
and transport facilities which can 
be re-alitxn ated for alternative uses 
Aiternating the steel! mill would 
also permit dropping of Port Qusin 
and some other related mm 
frastructure investment 


Foreign policy 


It as difficult to find out whether 
it was the result of Dr Hag's advice, 
but after that 4a number of proyects 
were put in the cold storage They 
included the Chashma nuclear 
plant, the Indus Superhighway 
Coastal highway, and Lowari 
tunnel 

It 1s good for Dr Hag thar om th 
Mz jlis-1- Shoora he does not have t 
face a forma! and trained politi 
Opposition which comes prepared 
on every subject and does not let 
such dix repancies go uncha) 
lenged He may have acquired 
some expertise nor to let inflation 
in the country grow beyond a 
single-digit level, and convince the 
Shoora about it. But how will he 
convince housewives and common 
people who regularly go to Juma 
Bazar and come back with further 
cuts on their weekly purchases be 
cause of constantly rising prices 
Even this week there were reports 
that the prices of wheat flour and 
éugar, which are both surplus and 
boing exported with substantial 
government subsidy in order to 
meet the lower level of world 
prices, have further increased in 
the open market. In Juma Bazar, 


this week, onion was selling at K. 


30 per five kilograms, the highest 
ever in this city 


Anyway, the Majlis+ Shoora was 
aiso briefed about the country’s 
foreign policy by Foreign Minister 
Sahabzada Yagulb Khan He ba 
done a fine yoo in keeping the 
country’s nonaligned polwy im 
good shape. Only last weer 
Pakistan joined the majority in the 
United Nations in condemning the 
US invasion of Grenada, uphoidins 
ats policy of nonalignment 
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While talking of Grenada. 1 am 
reminded of a US Information 
Service Press release of the text of 
Kirkpatrick's speech im the UN last 
week It quoted her as saying, “the 
probibitions against the use of 
force in the UN Charter are con 
textual. not absolute. They provide 
ample justification for the use of 
force against force in pursuit of the 
other values also inscribed in the 
Charter — freedom, democracy, 
peace The Charter does not re- 
Guire that people submit supinely 
to terror, nor that thew neighbours 
tn indifferent Th their 
terrorisation ” 

We should be thankful to 
Sanabzada ¥ aqub for his hard work 
which has made the United States 
treat Vakistan as her “strategic 
ally” Let us hope that his policies 
would also achieve the same results 
with the neighbouring countries, 
and they will stop harping on the 
same tune which has been used by 
the US in Grenada’s case 


In the context of foresgn affairs, 
one should also take note of the 
award of Bulgarian Jubilee medal 
to the NWEP Governor, Lt. Gen. 
bavie Hag, by the Bulgarian Am- 
bassador in Pakistan, Mr Assen 
Yen Kor, at a ceremony at the Gov- 
ernor’s House, last week. Accord 
ing to a report circulated by the 
national news agency, the Medal 
was awarded to the Governor in 
recognition of his contribution to 
the development of relations bet- 
ween Pakistan and Bulgaria. 


Other reports from the NWFP 
said that students and teachers 
there have become vocal in their 
demands that the university and 
other educational institutions 
which have remained closed for the 
last eight months be reopned 
immediately 

In Islamabad also, a day of pro 
test was Observed by students and 
teachers of the Quaid-i-Azam Uni- 
versity on the second anniversary 
of continued detention in Pindi jail 
of three university teachers, Dr 
Mohammad Saleem, Jamil Omar 
and Tarim Ahsan The three 
teachers, according to a local news 
paper report, were arrested on 
November 3, 1981, for the alleged 
possession of a pamphlet calling for 
restoration of democrat 
freedoms 
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RELIANCE ON EXTEKNAL BORROWING FOR DEVELOPMENT CRITICIZED 


Karachi MORNINC NEWS in English 5 Nov 83 p 4 


(Article by M. M. Sayeed] 


{Text ] 





\ ANY of us are familiar with 
/®. the offer of a kingdom tor 
» horse. We have neither 4 
Linzsdom ner a horse to offer 
‘hen, the great dramatist ot 
tudtora-on-Avon, whose wri'- 
og. have captivaled generations 
uf youders, nad written “All as 
met wel ta the State of Dee 
nate he pechaps had a pro 
yrnlies of @ state to come into 
‘erg muow years hence, whose 
oar oma ney prevail lo feach 
ine cowet and joaoked forward to 
he brestn of Heaven to swell 
f cae, The oddg stacked 
nea ly against us, with expec- 
‘yuee® THined Nieh and not sea- 
Pt ag) ‘oen the s*tiologesa 
chaet fer the speculative mind 
‘oe coneuit, is of no avail, as ail 
ine stare peor to have dropped 
frorn the peies, 
Ve are iovitgg more and more 
i" base eur economy eon the 
vupal of oebts, geting big- 
rand omegcer, am it follg on, 
lee may not be able to stay 
/ Prom vear te vear, the story 
rf mr dens hae earned the 
came bhadze of identity.—the bil- 
on figure io encom of GFawing 
hieite -eltpeut any reasonabie 
chanres Of -epayment. Our re- 
erting to further loans, with 
the lenders giving no more proof 
ot ter unaltered cordiality 
212 & Negative infinence 
nn the roinds of the people. 


‘ ryetiua towards deve 
lopreeet and pevival nt nur 
ce ncorn+ and for April snowess 
'y bring May flowers, we has: 
Srot to tackie our current dei 

renions 96 a legen al pep ior 

Hea’ external boro 

Z will nec quscken the pu « 
ef deveiopment and will pew! 
veving indemednens Fal! : 
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eaport yecerpnty coupled with 
increase “ir interest paymenss, 
hap rnade ot vere 41%cult for us 
to mairtein mir Aebt service 
raveent aot ve ate depend- 
ing largely @N an Inefeare in 
capital flows and transier of 
seLourcer to dependent coun 
tries 

Many of fur businessmen aie 
taced with the problem of keep: 
ing their companies solvent, We 
geo in have run out of steam, 
for the reataryation of our deve- 
lopment normentim Pakistan 
per worker production, 16 sens 
than that of any other «ountry 
of the world. The present situa- 
tion in the offapring of econn- 
mic stagnation, lew investment 
returns, decline in living stand- 
ards. credits extended conni~ 
derably lewer than preceding 
ones, for replenishment of re- 
goutres lalling commodity 
prices, retarded production ex- 
cessive tavation and seduced 
demand for developing the 
countrys producta, with adadi- 
tional protective barnerts against 
rrport: which seem 19 have 
worsened toe situation 

Measures (to provide relief 
acainst rising cos'n hava proved 
to be ineflective With soaring 
prices every day, it ia difficult 
to maintain the standard at Lyv- 
ing we could afford yesterday, 
and reminds ws of the grim days 
ahead. Vet for seme comiert 
and luxury cortinue ta be the 
chief requirements of life. while 
there are otners, with an ima- 
ginarv life, made un of dreams 


when life hecamee a malad: 
vith aspiration and hopes never 
9 matenrallse This, in short 


hus heen the hi«taryv of QS Cfititi 
ry of &o milhien nennle 
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Those jockeying for control, 

. to reins tahtiy held and cali- 
ed upon to bear a burden beyon4 
their capacity. with no feasible 
solutions or alternatives. have 
liitie to offer beyond gracefullv 
worded and protectively colour- 
ed statements, loaded with sup- 
pression of facts, rejating to un- 
palatable situation, They ara 
busy trying to raise tne image 
ef their erganisational ability, 
'n prove themselves worth? of 
ire trust imposed iin them. 
Ourte sitable to play their 
specific rale aver the years, 
tney have built in considerable 
sceistarce and have developed 
remarkable powers of surviving 
criticism even during periods of 
aires, 

The es use whith comes in 
handy 1% that we live in an une 
compromising world and the 
Western countries will not allow 
developing countries to manu- 
‘acture anything beyond low 
technology products, because 
ef the chances of the latter 
taming the lead, due to various 
advantage lke cheap labour, 
cheaper raw material and lower 
energy and transportation costs. 

We are resiling from inviol- 
able principles [t is a hard rule 
of life and a healthy one ton, 
that no great plan is ever im- 
plemented, without facing and 
overcoming endless obstacles 
that come up to try man’s skill, 
ingenuity, and hig power of en- 
durance. We are better equip- 
ped and better trained than 
rany other countries and a con- 
serted action in the field of 
joqustrial expansion, should 
turn out to be @ roaring success, 


1) Unis respect, we have lagged 
ienind by many measurements 
and not proved ourselves equal 
te the task ahead of us, with 
many projecia long on antu- 
paird growth brit anort in 
a niwevement For insiance. fo 
concrete measures have been 
adopted to exploit the wide 
tarety af voatural deposists pre- 


sent. Minerais continue to stay 
where they have heen reportec 
io be found during whikh 
period, many children have |:v- 
ed lonzg enough to be adults, 
while adults have reached ripe 
Hid age and the calendar of 
destiny of many hes come tea ar 
end. 

Fundarnenially, AO wien 
know our responsibilities and 
eeceptL inmm to the {tuliest 
desive§ Althougn. on a wear 
wikel we somenow do nnt seem 
to he in an accommodating mont 
and siart pullung in different 
directions, during negotiations 
in finalising deals for joint ven- 
tures, instead of making at- 
tempts to narrow down differ- 
ences. There ate no earnest 
endeavours (0 work eut compro- 
mise formulas. Our approach. 
sometimes. is heavily dotted 
with hesiternce and indecision, 
when differences could be nar- 
rowed down, by adopting s 
more objective approach to 
arriv2 at some workable ,49l- 
tion. Deeds speak louder tnan 
vords. It is a strange caprice 
of circumstances that in the 
very initial stage, we involve 
ourselves in prolonged studies 
and glue ourselves to tasks of 
dimensions which run into years 
of exercises oy trained experts, 
even when such surveys may 
not be of utmost relevance, with 
sequences which sometimes may 
look to be incongruous brutally 
exhausting and stupendously 
expensive 

There is no sanctity atlacned 
to the public sector, which is 
being accorded undue govern- 
ment patronage. This provides 
no incentives and limits the 
scope of indus‘rial expansion of 
the country. The adoption of a 
policy titled in favour of the 
private sectox, in @ mutually 
supportable way, will attract 
large-scale = ipvestment help 
promote export-oriented indus- 
tres considerably reduce the 
‘ht of capital and improve the 
country s foreign exchange posi- 
ton 
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RISE IN PRICES, GOVERNMENT'S ASSURANCES DISCUSSED 


Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 5 Nov 83 p 4 


{[Editorial: "Price Rise & Covernment's Assurance’ ] 
[Text] ESPITE ; ini 
D ail the assurances given by the Minister 
for Finamce and Economic Affairs on the floor of 


the Majlis-i-Shoora that the prices of some of the 
essentia] items of daily consumption have not really 
any significant increase, the facts are other- 
It certainly is a different story for the common 
gsnan when he gocs to the market to get his daily 
supplies. The explanation given by the Minister may 
be valid but the rigours of daily life are becoming 
more uDbearable with the darkening shadows of 
evergrowing inflation, both on the National as well 
as the international level. It is true that we have a 
Sixth Five-Year Pian amidst us and lot of promises 
have gone to make it a viable dream, nevertheless, 
the agony of today can hardly be relieved by the 
vague hope of tomorrow. But then such anomalies 
are part of the economic predicament of the Third 
World countries where resources are perpetually 
lacking and demands are eternally rising. 


In this context, Mr Ghulam Ishaq Khan’s appeal 
to cut the coat according to the cloth is based on 
stark reality. We have no alternative but to agree 
with the basic philosophy enunciated in the Sixth 
Five-Year Plan that for reducing our dependence on 
the foreign aid, we have to reduce our own pattern 
of demands, change our routine of habits and rearrange 
our personal priorities. It would certainly be a long: 
drawn and agonising process and the nation would 
like to share its own chunk of responsibilities. As a 
nation we are too receptive to such pleadings. We 
are too cooperative and have been bearing the 
brunts of all such economic pressures and pulls with 
a smiling face during all these three decades of our 
economic . We have all gone through the 
great spectacle of assorted economies: from private 
monopolistic economy to Islamic socialism, and from 
mixed economy to controlled eccnomy. So, on this 
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acccunt the Government has nothing to worry. How- 
ever, the core of the problem, as pointed out by the 
President of the Pakistan Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry the other day, is the uncertainty cf the 
shape of economy which could be the final format 
as acceptable to the country. Frequent changes and 
y tations” have already disrupted the 
economic continuity and has shaken the confidetice. 
Without pointing an accusing finger towards this 
om eg or that, we have been told many a time by 

ies and associations pertaining to trade and com- 
merce sectors, that the private investor is still shy 
and investment climate in the country is far from 
satisfactory. Perhaps, this sweeping statement could 
be taken with a pinch of salt, nevertheless, the fact 
of the matter is that investment activities need 
further incentives to bolster and require further 
assuragices to build up atew the base for mutual 
faith and confidence. This is also a stage when 
Government should extend its helping hand towards 
building up an infrastructural foundation. The 
FPCCI President has also expressed his dissatisfac- 
tien with the existing tax structure and has hoped 
that it would be revised in accordance with the 
arzency of the situation. The suggestion, if accented, 
would really lessen the burden from the pockets of 
those belonging to the low-income category, particu- 
larly the salaried class. This class has already become 
the butt of a huge economic joke when its nay scales 
were revised. It is still licking its wounds. 


Now all these suggestions culminate on cneo 
single pojnt: fighting the inflation in an effective 
way. And the very statement by Mr Ghulam Ishaq 
Khan that the Government was keeping a strict 
check on the prices indicates the correct approach. 
He was speaking on an adjournment motion moved 
in the Majlis to discuss the increase in the price of 
fleur bags, beef, mutton and eggs in the open market. 
In the economjc scheme of things Mr Ishaq Khan 
maintained that the overall impact of these prices on 
the common man would be about 0.32 ner cent. Perhaps, 
that would sound cruet to a man who has just paid 
exorbitant prices but it must be remembered that 
economics is a format of a total-whole where bits 
create their cumulative effect and the total-whole 
sends vibrating impulses to the bottom. Thus tos 
control the prices and to keep their indices on a 
sane? level, there has to be a two-pronged attack. 
Both horizontal and vertical factors are to be checked 
and controlled to make life worth living. Stray and 
disjoitzted efforts would lead to perpetual economic 
sickness. Hence, the necessity for a planned economy, 
seeking a rationale in the growth of national economy. 
The Sixth Five-Year Plan is such an exercise which, 
if implemented fully, would create a climate which 
would put our wayward economy on the rails. Ti, 
then we will have to keep our fingers crossed. 
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NWFP GOVERNOR TALKS ABOUT WORKER TRAINING PROJECT 


Karachi DAWN in English 9 Nov 33 p 4 


{Text ] 


NOWSHERA, Nov 8: The NWFP 
Governor, Lt-Gen Fazle Haq, said 
today that a gigantic project involv- 
ing an expenditure of about Rs 43 
crores was under implementation, 
to provide training facilities for 
10,000 workers annually. 

Speaking at a function, marking 
inauguration of a jute mill and 
foundation stone laying of a techni- 
cal training centre, in the private 
sector here, the Governor said that 
with the ‘mplementation of the 
scheme, the country would be able 
to produce 20,000 skilled workers 
every year. It was ironical, he said, 
that Pakistan had _ training 
facilities for only 10,000 workers, 
although it needed over 80,000 sk:!- 
led workers every year. 

He regretted that despite tall 
claims of workers welfare in the 
past, nothing tangible was done for 
imparting technical training to the 
workers nor were any steps taken 
for increasing their production 
capabilities. He noted that 
Pakistani workers stood at 39th 
position in the ratio of production 
capabilities. 

The Governor said contrary to 
the past, the present Government 
had taken solid steps for the 
welfare of the working classes, in 
order to enable them to play their 
due role in the nation’s stride for 
$00 10-economic progress. 

Expressing satisfaction over the 
industrial peace in the country, he 
felicitated the workers and the in- 
dustrial managements for develop. 
ing positive mutual relationship. 


He, however, categorically 
stated that the present government 
was determined to treat workers 
and the industrialists equally, in 
accordance with the Islamic injunc- 


tions. The Government had neither 
allowed any of them to indulge in 
exploitation of the other nor would 
it do so in future. It was his keen 
desire to see that both the parties 
consumed their energy and 
capabilities for boosting produc- 
tion, he said. 

Enumerating various steps taken 
by the Government for the welfare 
of the workers, the Governor refer- 
red to the construction of residen- 
tial quarters at a cost of Rs7 crores, 
and grant of special educational 
facilities for the workers children. 


He said, 800 residential quarters 
had been built in Mardan, 
Amangarh and Peshawar, while 
250 more quarters would be comp- 
leted in about three months time. 

Gen Fazle Hag said while ensur-. 
ing welfare of the workers, the Gov- 
ernment was determined to curb 
the emergence of leadership that 
derived inspiration from 
ideologies, other than Islam. In an 
Islamic ‘deological state, there was 
no room either for any “ism” or for 
blood-sucking industrialists and 
capitalists. “Our thinking, attitude 
and behaviour should conform to 
the teachings of Islam and spirit of 
Pakistani nathionhood”, he 
remarked. 

Referring to the process of in- 
dustrialisation, in the province, the 
governor referred to the various in- 
ceniives and facilities such as tax 
holiday, remission of import duty 
on machinery, setting up of indust- 
rial estates, preferential treatment 
in grant of loans, etc., and noted 
that Rs 500 crore worth of private 
investment had been sanctioned 
since 1977. 

He noted that the response of the 
private sector was below expecta- 
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tions, apparently due to a variety of 
reasons, including location of the 
province and its distance from the 
port and markets. He, however, as- 
sured that the proposals made in 
the welcoming address for stepping 
up private investment would be ta- 
ken up with the’ concerned 
authorities. 

The Governor said that target of 
industrial investment of the order 
of Rs 7700 crore had been fixed 
during the Six-Five-Year Plan. Out 
of this, private investment was to 
the tune of Rs 6200 crore, he said, 
hoping that the private sector 
would respond positively to meet 
the target. Necessary steps were, 
however, being taken to attract pri- 
vate investment in the province, he 
said. 

He stated that in view of the shy- 
ness of the private investment in 
NWFP, the role of the public sector 
would be of greater volume during 
the Sixth Plan period. A railway en- 
gines factory, tractor unit and 
phosphate based fertilizer factory 
would be set up in public sector. 
Besides, investment of about Rs 
100 crore would be done by the 
Federal corporations. 

He, however, said that two com- 
mittees had already been set up to 
promote private investment, which 
were expected to formulate their 
recommendations shortly. Federal 
assistance would also be sought for 
implementation of feasible recom- 
mendations if necessary, he added. 

Gen. Gazle Haq also underlined 
the need for greater attention to 
the research and development, 
especially in the private sector.— 
APP 


145 

















CONTROVERSY ON DAMAGE TO COTTON CROP 
Karachi DAWN in English 8 Nov 83 p 12 
[Article by Shaheen Sehbai] 


[Text ] Controversy on the damage to 
the new cotton crop deepened as 
the Estimates Committee of the of- 
ficial Cotton Board reviewed the 
situation yesterday and th Ginners 
Aseociation released what appear 
to be the first authentic figures of 
the crop shortfall in Sind. 

The Association reported that 
only 232,885 bales of phutti had ar- 
rived for ginning up to Nov 1, which 
is 42 per cent less than the quantity 
received by Nov 1, last year. 


The Cotton Board meeting, at- 
tended by APTMA, CEC, cotton 
ginners and officials, heard the 
views of special officers who were 
sent to assess the damage in Sind 
and Punjab. 

Officials, however, declined to 
say anything after the meeting 
since any comment might be pre- 
judicial to the assessment being 
made by the Federal Government 
at a different level. 

Informed sources said all the con- 
cerned organisations gave their es- 
timates of the damage and these 
could be roughly placed between 
10 and 20 per cent. 

The figures released by the Gin- 
ners’ Association quashed rumours 
that the Cotton Export Corporation 
had purchased 1.6 million bales for 
export in advance. Only 198 bales 
were sold to the CEC whereas the 
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private sector had _ purchased 
144,887 bales up to a week back. 

Officials maintain that the dam- 
age in Sind is much less than in the 
Punjab. The survey reports of Cot- 
ton Board officials, who tnanrod tho 
two provinces, were being kept a 
secret and Board officials said only 
the Federal Government would re- 
lease the authentic figure once the 
extent of the damage was known. 

AMTMA, the sources said, es- 
timated that the domestic require- 
ment of cotton for this year would 
be about 3.5 million bales, leaving 
very little for the CEC to export. 
This assumption was based on an 
expected shortfall of 20 per cent. 

Price of cotton continued to 
climb up in view of the uncertainty 
prevailing over the extent of dam- 
age. One quality of cotton touched 
a record Rs 720 per bale as against 
the official price of below Rs 500. 

Officials, fear that rains in Pun- 
jab may further delay the pickings 
which had already been affected in 
Sind by local bodies, polls and 
other political events. 

The reason for a better crop in 
Sind, compared to that in the Pun- 
jab, according to experts, is that big 
landlords were in a better position 
to protect their crops from pests by 
repeated sprayings. This was not 
possible in the Punjab for medium 
and small growers. 
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NATIONAL FRUIT, VEGETABLE BOARD SET UP 
Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 30 Oct 83 p 5 


[Text] KARACHI, Oct. 29: The Federal Government has set up the National 
Fruit and Vegetable Board to advise on and co-ordinate policies for over-all 
development and improvement of production, procession, storage and marketing 
of fruits, vegetables and flowers in the country, it was learnt here. 


The Board will also suggest a national programme for production of fruits, 
flowers and vegetables and to help and guide the provincial governments and 


other agencies concerned in developing concrete action oriented schemes with- 
in this programme. 


‘the 28-member board will be headed by Minister for Food, Agriculture and 
Co-operations. 


Other important function of the Board will be: 
To suggest suitable annual production targets of fruits, flowers and vegetables 


--To co-ordinate research and development efforts including setting up of 
nurseries for accelerated production of fruits and flowers. 


--To suggest policy measures to develop marketing of fresh and processed 
fruits vegetables and flowers. 


--To oversee cost of production and prices received by the farmers, suggest 
measures on the need of price support and advise on steps required to ensure 
fair price to the growers. 


--To recommend measures to promote the export of fruits vegetables and flowers. 
PPI. 


CSO: 4600/134 


147 











PAKISTAN STEEL WIRE RODS PLANT INAUCURATED 


Karachi DAWN in English 3 Nov 83 p 8 


{Text ] 
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The Chairman Pakistan Steel, Mr 
Haq Nawaz Akhtar, has said that 
Pakistan Steel fully realises its re- 
sponsibilities towards setting up 
downstream projectts and in this 
regard had taken concrete 
measures. 

He was speaking at the founda- 
tion stone laying ceremony of wire 
rod and bailing hoops plant, a 
downstream unit of Pakistan Steel 
being set up in cooperation with 
the Hub Steel Industries Limited. 

Mr Haq Nawaz said that Pakistan 
Steel had invited the Foreign in- 
vestors to invest in Pakistan Steel’s 
downstream projects individually 
or in cooperation with the mills. 


He said that a comprehensive 
plan had been chalked out for 
coordination between the in- 
terested investors and Investment 
Corporation of Pakistan for the im- 
plementation of which a committee 
has also been formed to reduce the 
official procedure in way of invest- 
ment to a minimum level. 

He said that cooperation of 
Pakistan Banking Council, Na- 
tional Development Finance 
Corporation, and other financial in- 
stitutions had also been sought for 
investment. 

These efforts had started yield- 
ing fruitful results and big pieces of 
land were being provided for set- 
ting up of large diameter pipes and 
slag blocks producing units. 

He said that feasibility report for 
setting up the tin plate manufactur- 
ing unit has been received and was 
in final stage of sanctioning. He 


said that several private organisa- 
tions were engaged in preparing 
feasibility reports for a number of 
other downstream projects. 

Referring to the progress made 
in the establishment of Pakistan 
Steel porject Mr Haq Nawaz Akh- 
tar said that four units of Pakistan 
Steel had started operation in 1981 
which besides the first blast 
furnace inaugurated by President 
Gen. Mohammed Zia-ul-Hag in Au- 
gust 1981, included the thermal 
power plant, coke oven batter and 
raw material preparation plant. 

He said that in 1982 two basic 
units billet mill and steel making 
plant, inaugurated by the Federal 
Finance Minister, started opera- 
tion alongwith refractories and 
lime calcination plant. 

He said that, at present, only two 
units of Pakistan steel were under 
completion out of which hot strip 
mill will start production next 
month, while the cold rolling mill 
will be completed by March and 
June next year. 

He gave a detailed account of an- 
nual production of different pro- 
ducts of Pakistan Steel including 
coke, pig iron, billets, hot rolled 
sheets/coils, cold rolled sheets- 
/coils, galvanised sheéts, formed 
section, coaltar, ammonium 
sulphate and granulated slag. 

He said production of these items 
not only would meet the require- 
ments of the engineering industry 
but would be the source for setting 
up of sever other new units out of 
which the wire rod and bailing 
hoops plant was being inaugurated. 
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PROMPT ACTION URCED ON POWER SHORTAGE 
Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 8 Nov 83, p 2 


[Editorial: "Prompt Action Is Needed"] 





[Text ] 


The Asian Development 
Bank’s refusal to provide a 
loan of 62 million dollars to 
the Karachi Electric Supply 
Corporation brings into sharp 
focus certain issues of basic 
importance. According to a 
report published in the na- 
tional press, the bank has 
refused the loan because the 
KESC could not realise its 
arrears from a number of 
civic bodies. Among the 
defaulters, the Karachi 
Development Authority is 
said to be the biggest 
with accumulated arrears of 
Rs 210 million. The other 
major defaulters are the 
Karachi Metropolitan Cor- 
poration and the Karachi 
"Water and Sewerage Board 
which have to pay Rs. 80.5 
million and Rs. 72 million 
respectively to the KESC. 
This is, indged, a deplorable 
situation. ADB has 
found a reason to adopt a 
Negative attitude, for the 
institution for which the 
finances are being sought, is 
already in the red due to the 
non-payment of dues by its 
debtors. In’ lender’s logic, 
how can such an institution 
repay its own loans? It is 


doubtful, though, that for 
ADB’s purposes, KESC’s fin- 
ancial position should be the 
decisive consideration. 

The question now arises: 
What to do? Apart from its 
own inefficiency, for which 
it is rightly reprimanded by 
the press and the public, the 
KESC’s present difficulty is 
genuine. Accumulation of the 
dues of a public sector orga- 
nisation against other public 
sector bodies, is reflective of 
their indifferent ways. The 
defaulters are confident that 
their creditors are not in a 
position to harm them or 
stop the services which are 


being provided to them even 


if they did not pay for as long 
4s ‘they Mike. If an eventuality 
ever arises, the Government 
would come to their rescue, 
and for the inconvenience 
caused to the people, the 
blame could be passed on to 
the other organisation. Des- 
pite all this, we would like 
to ask the KESC what 
measures it actually took to 
force the defaulters to repay 


«the arrears. What legal _re- 


medies were available to it 
in this rgard and why were 
these not resorted to? If at 
all any measures have. been 


149 











also the responsibility of 


eo 
: 
s 
x 


Ht 
i 
i 


tt 
fl 
° 


z 
z 
‘ 
Eg 


g 


ae 
28 e! 
i 
S#F 
i 


e 
al 
> 
g 


affecting the economic acti- 
vity. We are talking of deve- 


supply is decreasing. The im- 
pact of the situation is being 
felt in the entire economy in 
the form of cost-push infla- 


which should ensure the pre- 
vention of accumulation of 
arrears of one public sector 
organisation on the other. 
How can the KESC launch 
any development programme 
when it is already short of 
funds and the financial agen- 
cies have stopped extending 
any more assistance? It is a 
simple question and the 
higher authorities have to 
answer it. Besides forcing the 
defauiters to repay the 
arrears to the KESC, the 
Government should take up 
the matter with the ADB. In 
international lending where in 
all circumstances govern- 
ments are involved, the final 
criterion of a borrower's 
credit worthiness cannot be 
its own financial position but 
the guarantees furnished by 
the government concerned. 
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COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH SERVICE TERMED ‘A FAR CRY' 


Karachi DAW in English 7 Nov 83 pp 7, 9 


[Article by Mushtaq Ahmad] 


{Text} 


RHETORIC ss not 4 subs 
stitute for a policy nor pro- 
Mises 4 guarantee Of perfor- 
mane. And vet. our tech. 
maral ministers who should 
be more matier<t fact and 
deuwntowath im their 
approach to the problems of 
Disk comer 10 wniety, 
hase excelled the politi 
114ns 1 Painting a rosy 
puture of the future. ‘No 
compromise with poverty 
and no truck with disease’: 
these fine phrases, however 
pleasing to the ear, do not 
ssusge hunger or alleviate 


pain 

A health comer tot the entire 
population try the end of the eighth 
Five Vear Plan — we ate now wrap 
pling with the Siath — 1» a tall and 
untenable «lam btven the United 
Sates where mend afiuene trom 
Vakistan. wmebuding tisimesemen. 
hureamtats and poltnians rush 
fon treatment. dues nen provide 
suc b protes 10M to its population It 
has the mont competent medi al 
adiue and dell to treat the most 
complu ated drvnder m the human 
heed) with the mort mddern 
ter hrimgue 

A maynity A the Ameru ans 
have. A courte. a health meuran 
poluy whow high premiums ma 
cut deep mito the pm kets A the pa 
tients, Pret at the same time it dens 
ensure he best medu al treatment 
the country has toler, atile we in 
Pakistan ate mn equipped to pro 
tik even premary health cate to 


our population A pet capita in- 
come of $3700 against Ameria’s 
$12.10 at once untolds the enormity 
of the challenge we fae. Ninety 
per com of the pupulation being 
beyond the pale of life insurance, a 
health insurame « heme for the na- 
tenis a Utopian dream. The people 
needing protection do nut have the 
rewurces to protect themselves, 
and the State wanting to protect 
them, constantly complains of are. 
wune gap m ts meome and 
eapenditure 


Cost sharing 


Dr VMahbutul Hag’s plea for a 
cost-sharing of the heavily sub 
sidised State Health Serve would 
have a Meaning only if the people 
had the capacity to share the cost 
and the servune rendered had at 
least a modest standard of re. 
spectability. The deplorable cond: 
tion of the public hospitals has to 
he seen to be believed That the 
health sector in Pakistan i5 in an 
unbelievably had shape, a visit to 
any of the major Hosprals in 
Multan, Karachi, Lahore and 
Peshawar, barring a few exmep 
tions. will agnyipcmegly bear out. 
These number in the countrs is far 
from adequate to meet the mount 
ing im idem e of disease and the ris- 
ing expectations of the population 
fon thes eff acinus treatment The 
number A hwnspitals im the pris ate, 
putin and philathropi sectors by 
iteell. » not an answer to the prob 
kom. What i important ts, that in 
nope and sugnifwance it has to be 
natwmnwide and comprehensive, 4 - 
cossible to every member of wn sety 
regardless of his imome how soever 
Me apre it might be 
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Suh 4 servne is outside the 
rea h of the majority, which cannot 
fan the fabulous bill of private 
treatment and the facility im the 
publi sector is hopelessly made 
quate and ineffin sent. 

A total of 600 hospitals with 
45100 bed capacity means that 
there is one bed for every 1600 
persons, and if from this figure the 
private hospitals are excluded 
which, in any case, are not within 
the pay ing capacity of the common 
man, the accommodation in the 
publx hospitals for the generality 
A patients ts further restrnted. A 
large percentage of the sick and 
suffering must continue to nurse 
their iliness in their own homes at 
the untrained hands of their family 
attendants without much medi a) 
attention. The quality of serve 
apart. even quantitatively we have 
far to go 


Public hospital 


bor populations muh healthier 
than our own, with a much higher 
nutritional intake and far better 
living environment than we can af. 
ford in our stage of development 
and state of resources, there are 
countries Maintaiming @ bed for 
every 100 or even less persons. If 
our pul '« hospitals were to keepa 
record of the patients admitted and 
of the number denied admission, it 
would be a startling revelation of 
the long leeway we have still to 
make up. A planned effort to solve 
the problem is impossible withour 
planning a collection and collation 
of statistics, towards which no be- 
ginning has been made so far. Our 
planners were in the past more 
cupsed im building ae few 











specialised institutes for the treat 
me ot of specialised diseases in the 
urban areas for the benefit of 4 
mall traction of the population in 
stead of concentrating on the ex 
pansion of health services tor the 
communits 454 whole 

The publi hospitals whether un 
der Central or provincial jurisdic 
tron. are too few and the control on 
their administration too rene oF 
ineffective. to enforce a sens of 
a countability in their care takers 
Enforcement of servne regulation 
which » @ bureaucratn function, 
should not be a major preoccupe 
non of the Ministry of Health 
Ministering to the health needs of 
the population beimy ts prin ipal 
Fe cgertivitality. 00 9s one of the tient 
Mportant portiolos m a welfare 
prienitec powernimen How im 
portant ions can be easily pauged 
trom the decison of Anuerin Be 
han. one oof the most powerful 
per oonalitves inthe Labour Party in 


the tiffs s. to assume the charge of 
the Siinsstrs for nationalising a 
ap! entrem hed age old 
propoetonalls controiled health 


“wrine Despite the importation of 
the latest technolo, and acquisi 
hon oft modern techniques. we have 
hot teen able to appreciably aug 
ment our health facibitues 
Buresucrath inertiaand abeeme 
of popular control may om laree 
Wie ale “micunt for their show 
wrowth tas high time the govern 
ment devises a method of asec tat 
mg the representatives of the 
pubis with the administrative set 
up beotn tor the purposes of expan 
nang imoronvement 


Tax concessions 


eu ton working for the 
State sponsored hospitals are not 
tlierre tee tise they preter State 
“rime to private pratwe Medial 
practitroners all over the world, are 
ny extension of State 


CSO: 4600/136 


control on what thes consider tu be 
thes private dumain Even the 
ones on the payrolls of Ministry are 
bined to think of public hospitals 
é> institutions of benevoleme and 
themselves above crutnism and 
censure for the lapses and negli 
geme. whose consequences the pa 
tents must patiently suffer and re 
lations, bravely endure Protests 
are Of no avail, and there are no 
remedial measures for genuine 
complaints. The newspapers are 
perhaps the only media for ventila 
tion of grievances of which the un 
tutored majority 1s unable to take 
advantage. and when the tutored 
minority encounters an unhappy 
experience and gives vent to it. the 
profession sharply reacts to any te 
flection on its personal integrity 
and technual competence of the 
members of its fraternity 

The ductors represent 4 new 
privileged class in old sxsety. They 
are 4 closely kot biraders Only 
twenty four thousand in numbers, 
thes are well organised for action 
against any poly designed in 
publi interest likely to burt their 
vested interests. Even Egypt has a 
higher percentage, nine doctors 
per every 10,000 against only three 
in our country. The advamed na 
tions have twenty to thirty. Our 
dators therefore enjoy an almost 
monopolistic position in the trade. 
Ninety per cent of them are self. 
employed and even the ten per cent 
in government employment, have 
their private practice The law of 


supply and demand determines the 


price of service. And the supply be 
ing perennially short, the price is 
permanently high. Watching the 
TV Clinic Programme is one thing. 
waiting for your turn in the doctor's 
clinic is quite another. When your 
turn does come, you are summarily 
disposed of. The consultant does 
not have enough time for a 
thorough examination. His time is 
money. The fee varies from Rs 100 


to Rs 200 or more, and a second 
visit in Many cases does not cost 
any Jess 

Once held in great esteem for its 
humanitarian outlook, the profes- 
sion has acquired the character of 
business. There 1s so much income 
in st, that many specialists of 
yesterday have become proprietors 
of hospitals of today, and are 
clamouring for their recognition as 
an industry, entitled to all] the tax 
concessions and holidays out of 
which industrialists have multi 
plied their wealth. Those who stay 
in the business of private practice, 
are as affluent as thriving business 
men. Profiteerig in business and 
overcharging in profession are two 
sides of the same coin. If the State 
is not thinking in terms of a na- 
tional health service, it has a duty 
to step in to protect the fundamen. 
tal rights of the citizens against un- 
abashed exploitation. The outcry 
against a suit filed for damages for 
the death of a youngman in a pri- 
vate hospital resulting from the 
negligence of a doctor has there- 
fore little justification. Medical 
negligence even in the United 
States is not unknown. Several inst. 
ances were cited by an eminent 
American attorney in a recent tele. 
vision interview, of a wrong leg be. 
ing amputated, for which the vic- 
tims were adequately com- 
pensated. Death is a far more seri- 
ous tragedy than disability. Many 
such tragedies go unnoticed in 
Pakistan as the poverty and ignor- 
ance of our people are a convenient 
protection for the doctors. The 
treatment of such cases call for the 
enactment of separate legislation. 

It is not comprehensible as to 
why the society should be held re- 
sponsible for compensation for the 
disservice of the medical 
practitioners, when the lucrative 
reward for service rendered is 
reaped by him 





UNIVERSITY LECTURERS SENTENCED TO IMPRISONMENT 


Karachi DAWN in English 9 Nov 83 p 1 


{Text ] 
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ISLAMABAD, Nov 8: Special 
Military Court No. 52 today 
awarded various terms of rigorous 
imprisonment and fines to three 
lecturers of the Quaid-i-Azam Uni- 
versity who were arrested in Is- 
lamabad on Nov 1, 1981, on a 
charge of possessing objectionable 
material. 

Mr Jamil Omar who was held as 
the main accused was sentenced to 
seven years’ R.I. and a fine of Rs 
30,100, Dr Mohammad Saleem to 
three years’ R.L. and a fine of Rs 
25,000, and Mr Tariq Ahsan to 
three years’ R.I. and a fine of Rs 
10,000. 

in case of default of payment of 
the fine, they will undergo another 
term of six month's R.L 

Imprisonment term of each will 
start with effect from April 22, 
1983, the day the court concluded 
hearing of the cases and reserved 
its judgment, and not from Nov 3, 
1941, when they were arrested. 

The three lecturers were present 
in the court today when the judg- 
ment was announced. Their pa- 
rents were told that they were be- 
ing sent back to the Rawalpindi 
District Jail in judicial custody, 
and that the judgment in their 
cases was being forwarded for final 
apvroval by the President. 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


MALTREATMENT IN JAILS CLAIMED--The defunct Qaumi Mahaz-i-Azadi, Karachi, at a 
meeting yesterday expressed its resentment at the alleged rough treatment 
being meted out to the detenus in various jails of the province. It said 
political prisoners, individually or in two's and three's, were taken out 
from jails to different camps and subjected to ‘excessive interrogation’. 

It mentioned the cases of Mr Javed Farougi, Nr Khaskheli, Mr Usman Bhudda 

and Mr Mohammad Husain Dhanji who, as a result of interrogation, were now 
suffering from various physical and mental ailments in the Central Jail of 
Karachi. The QNA further expressed its concern at the deteriorating health 
of the defunct Awami Tehrik chief, Mr Rasul Bakhsh Palejo, in the Kot Lakhpat 
Jail, Lahore, and warned that if anything happened to him, the responsibility 
would fall on the Punjab Home Department and the jail authorities. In another 
resolution, the QMA ruled out the possibility of any talks with the CGovern- 
ment. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 9 Nov 83 p 8] 


CONCERN OVER LAWYERS’ DETENTION--LAHORE, Nov 8: Mr. S. M. Zafar, former Law 
Minister and patron of the Human Rights Society of Pakistan, has expressed 
concern over the news that the Lahore liigh Court Bar chief, Syed Afzal Waider, 
is being kept in solitary confinement and Advocate Sardar Shaukat Ali is being 
lodged in Lahore Fort. In a Press statement today, he regretted that two 
eminent lawyers were beins, treated as dangerous criminals. He demanded that 
if there was any case against them, the Covernment should put them on trial or 
release them immediately. He said the Society had decided to write to all 
relevant quarters, including Amnesty International and other human rirhts 
forums, to press for their release. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English ° Nov 

83 p 12] 


APGHANI REELUCTED KARACHI MAYOR--Mr Abdus Sattar Afghani was elected Mayor 
and tir Abdul Khaliq Allahwala as Deputy Mayor as Ukhwwat Croup and United 
front shared honours in the KIC Mayoral elections yesterday. In a house of 
230, all but one councillor (who is hospitalised) cast their votes. Vir 
Afrhani polled 124 votes against UF candidate, Ir Husain Faroon's 105. On 
the other hand, Mr Allahwala (UF) defeated !r MNuzaffar Hashmi (Ukhuvwwat 
Croup)--129 votes to 10%--the 229th vote being invalid as the voter put the 
cross against both candidates. Commissioner, Karachi, Syed Sardar Ahmad, 
served as Returning Officer and also administered oath of office to the two 
elected candidates. The occasion also marked the inaugural meeting of the new 
Council. [Text] [Karachi DAW! in English 8 Nov 83 p 1] 








PAKISTAN-SAUDI ARABIA TRADE RELAT1OIS--Prince Saud Abdullah al-Faisal, Chair- 
man of Saudi Investment Group and Marketing (SIGMA), yesterday held a meeting 
with the Chairman of Trading Corporation of Pakistan, Mr. Nohammed Yusuf, 

to discuss ways and means for further expansion of trade relations between 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. The meeting was also attended by the Adviser to 

the President, ‘Mr ‘fuazzam Ali. The meeting discussed various aspects of the 
trade betveen the two countries and agreed in principle that TCP and SIGMA 
will cooperate with each other on a long-term basis to increase exports from 
Pakistan to Saudi Arabia. The two organisations will carry out exhaustive 
market survey to determine potentialities of several products which the TCP 

can export. Prince Saud hoped that the relations between tie two countries 
which were cordial, would be further strengthened. Earlier, Prince Saud, 

went round the newly established TCP Display Centre and saw cotton, handwoven 
darris, handloom products, furniture, leather products, cutlery etc. The 
Prince showed keen interest in the exhibits, held out an assurance that avenues 
for marketing of these products in Saudi Arabia would be explored.--APP [Text] 
[Karachi DAWN in English 8 Nov 8&3 p 8] 


NON-PARTY ELECTIONS SUPPORTED--Acting President of the defunct Pakistan Muslin 
Layue (Qayyum Group), Pir Syed Baqir Shah Cilani, has supported partyless 
democracy and demanded holding of general elections accordinsly. In a state- 
ment he observed that elections on non-party basis would results in stability, 
and he did not agree with the views that such elections would endanger the 
integrity of the country. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in [nglish 8 Nov 83 p 8] 


AMROTI CRITICIZES ‘'NONPARTY ADMINISTRATION'--!‘aulana Syed Mohammad Shah 
Amroti, Convener of the MRD, has said that a nonparty administration, run 

on the ‘dead weight of authoritarianism,’ could not be durable. fBesides, it 
weakened the structural base of a state. In a statement yesterday the Maulana 
who is currently visiting Quetta reminded the powers-that-be that Pakistan 
came into being through a democratic process in which the then All-India 
Muslim League had played an epoch-making role. ‘To ridicule or downgrade the 
political parties in a bid to eliminate them from the body-politic was tanta- 
mount to distorting history at the peril of the country's unity and solidar- 
ity, he opined. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 5 Nov 83 p 8] 


JUL VORKERK SUPPORTS IIRD--A worker of the defunct Jamiat-i-Ulema-i-Islam (JUI 
Fazlur Rahman group) demonstrated after Jumma prayers outside Jania Masjid 
Toor, Sher Shah Colony, Karachi. We shouted slorans in support of the ?RD 
movement and distributed handbills containing the message of the JUI leader, 
‘Maulana Fazlur Rahman. No arrest was made. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 
5 Nov 83 P 8] 


CENTER FOR STRATEGIC MINERALS--A centre for strateric minerals to draw order 

of priority for the development of Pakistan's natural resources will be set up. 
It will be established by the Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial fe- 
search (PCSIR) in collaboration with the Pakistan ‘lineral Development Corpor- 
ation (PDC). Official sources said that there was lack of institutional 
mechanism for promotins effective utilisation of natural resources. In order 
to circument this difficulty, the centre is being established.--PPI [Text] 
[Karachi DAWN in English 5 Nov 83 p 8] 
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PPP SUSPENDS WiANIF'S MEMBERSHIP--SUKKUR, Nov 6: MRD workers and supporters 
including students today took out a procession at Khairpur in support of the 
‘KD movement. The procession was taken out in response to a call by the MRD 
to observe Protest Day today. According to reports, the processionists set 
on fire a lorry of Khairpur Fire-brigade, blocked the moving buses and other 
vehicles on National Highway and pelted stones at them. They also denonstrated 
in front of the District Council Hall where elections of the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman of District Council, Khairpur, were being held. The proces- 
Ssionists raised slogans at the place of election but heavy police force on 
duty there dispersed them. Later the processionists forcibly tried to close 
the shops. Subsequently there was complete hartal in Khairpur Town. All 
shops, including pan-bidi stalls and vehicular traffic was at a standstill. 
Nineteen students have been arrested for attempting to disturb the normal 
life of the town at Khairpur and forcing the shopkeepers to close down their 
shops. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 7 Nov 833 p 6] 


STUDENTS TAKE OUT PROCESSIOUS--A group of students belonging to the National 
Progressive Alliance took out a procession in Baghdadi area on Sunday noon. 

They chanted slogans inside the Abdullah Ilaroon College premises and came out 

of the college in the form of a procession. Some students belonging to the 
Secondary School also joined them. They raised slogans against the Covernment 
and stoned a police patrol guarding a nationalised bank in the locality. [Text] 
{Karachi DAWN in English 7 Nov 83 p 6] 


EXPORT OF PETKOLEUM PRODUCTS--ISLAMABA), Nov. 6. The tiajlis-e-Shura was in- 
formed today that Pakistan exported 296,451 tonnes of petroleum products, 
vorth Ps. 935.35 million during the last financial year. Finance and Econ- 
onic Affairs “linister Chulam Ishaq Khan, speaking during the ‘question hour' 
stated that Pakistan had been exporting petroleum products to UAF, Singapore, 
Democratic Republic of Yemen, Iceland, Sweden, India, Oman, UK, Iran and 
Hangladesh. Answering a question from Abdul Razak Rajwani, the Minister said 
that total amount of import was Rs. 8418.43 million under cash from China, 
Konania, Pulsaria, Czechoslovakia. USSK, Poland, Hungary and Sweden during 
1929-51, 1921-32 and till April, 1933. The total arount of exports from 
Palistan under cash to the said countries durins the said period amounted to 
2s. 9468.42 million. [Excerpt] [Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 7 Nov 
‘tp 1] 


UPAL ELECTRIFICATION T!PROUGH COOPEPATIVES--HYDERABAD, Nov. 6: The sovernnent 
is studying a proposal to organise co-operative system for village electrifi- 
cation themselves alongwith the existing approach of villare electrivication 
being followed by WAPDA, it is veliably learnt. Expert opinion on the proposal 


. he 
has been obtained fron all the provincial fovernments and other related 
agencies. The proposal for setting up cooperatives is said to have been de- 
veloped up in order to involve the "beneficiaries" in supplementing the efforts 


nade by the government through V/APDA. According to informed circles, the ex- 
verience in other countries has proved that rural electrification can be 
carried out through rural co-operatives forned by the beneficiaries who secure 
loans from funding agencies created by the fovernment as well as contribute 
funds of their own. The sovernment is also making appraisal of another con- 
cept to form a tri-lateral co=operation of consumers, the electricity company 
and the equipment suppliers. According to the experts such system creates a 
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sense of responsibility in the co-operatives for repayment of loans, in the 
supply agency to recover revenues and maintain the assets properly, and in 

case of appliances and equipment manufacturers, promotes marltets for their 

products. [By G. N. Mughul] [Text] [Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in Enplish 
7 Nov 83 p 1] 


SUBCONTRACTING COOPCRATION WITH EEC--The Lrussels based EEC-Pakistan Indus- 
trial Cooperation project plans to initiate efforts aimed at linkages between 
European and Pakistani companies with large contracts in the Middle Fast, it 
was learnt yesterday. As a first step project's advisor John J. O'Sullivan 
has proposed that a list of major firms in Pakistan who are interested and 
capable of under-taking part in such contracts on sub-contracting basis in 
operation with European firms be prepared. He is also compiling a list of 
major prime contracting firms in EFC countries. The objective will be to 
share in big projects on sub-contracting basis which is expected to henefit 
Pal:istan. The Export Promotion Bureau is preparing the list of Pakistani 
companies in consultation with the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industry.--PPI. [Text] [Karachi BUSINESS REPORTER in English 

7 Nov 83 p 1] 


SCIENCE BODY SET UP--The Federal Government has set up a National Comnittee 
on ‘Science For All" to develop, promote and improve science education in 
schools and colleges. The l6-member committee is headed by the Minister for 
Education and will pursue the following main objectives: 1) To advise on the 
promotion, development and improvement of science education at school level, 
Il) To make the general public aware of the methods, progresses and potential 
of science as applied to their day-to-day activities. III) To plan and ad- 
vise on programmes for the continuing science education of persons engaped in 
different vocations, IV) To establish cooperative relations, exchanres 

with agencies in and outside Pakistan for the above purpose. [Excerpt] 
[Karachi DAWN in English 3 Nov 83 p 8] 


IMPORTATION OF 153 BULLDOZERS--One hundred and fifty three more bulldozers 
have been imported by the Covernment at a cost of over Rs. 137 million, from 
Japan for mechanised cultivat-on. Of the total cost, Rs. 92 million have 
been provided by Japan as free grant and the remaining amount has been ar- 
ranced by the Federal Governnent.--PPI. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 

3 Nov 83 p 8] 


MAGAZINES FORFEITED IN SIND--The Government of Sind has ordered forfeiture 

of two local monthlies for allegedly publishing obscene material. These are: 
May-June issue of Urdu monthly "Seep’ of Karachi, and August issue of "Imran 
Digest also of Karachi. The llome Departrent has issued instructions to 
police and other agencies to seize all copies of the above two issues.--PPI 
[Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 3 Nov 83 p 8] 
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